
 
 

 
 
 
Thinking about transition 
 
LINK organised two events to explore how we might make a transition to an economy that is 
low carbon and sustainable.  The first of these specifically looked at the investment gap and 
how investment into infrastructure and enterprises that offer social and environmental 
returns might be increased.  Papers can be found here.  The second event was a larger 
conference organised in partnership with RSA Scotland and the David Hume Institute and 
included contributions from MSPs as well as individuals involved in policy and business.  A 
conference report and other papers can be found here and a blog here.  
 
Member organisations are carrying out various work to push for changes in the economy. 
Friends of the Earth Scotland is focussing on divestment and investment, campaigning for 
pension funds to divest from fossil fuels and instead invest in enterprises that offer social 
and environmental returns.  Scottish Wildlife Trust is working with the business sector, using 
the Natural Capital approach to encourage them to factor their impact and reliance on the 
environment into decision making.  WWF Scotland has worked on encouraging Government 
to put capital investment into low carbon infrastructure, through {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ŀƘŜŀŘ. 
 
Reflections 
The events we organised were extremely well received.  They were particularly successful in 
bringing diverse audiences together and in providing thought provoking content, and 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
working.  They bolstered our reputation with organisations and individuals outside the 
environmental movement and formed the basis of, and strengthened, relationships.  These 
relationships need to be maintained and built on to further our work. The conference 
resulted in useful material which can be referred to in future briefings and papers.  We have 
not had the capacity to follow up either event with specific pieces of work.  
 

 

http://www.scotlink.org/public-documents/tools-for-transition-dec-2015-conference-report/
http://www.scotlink.org/wp/files/documents/Conference-report-November-2016.pdf
http://www.scotlink.org/link-thinks/a-sustainable-and-low-carbon-scottish-economy-what-needs-to-change-and-how/
http://www.foe-scotland.org.uk/divest
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/our-work/our-advocacy/natural-capital/
https://scotlandswayahead.org.uk/

