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Summary

x LINK membersnvelcome the fact that the proposed management measures are in {
public domainand that we have the opportunity to comment.

X We welcome that the proposed measures will help protect many fragile designa
features, preventing some futter decline.

X We do not considerthat they address all of the ecological concerns facing these offs
habitats and are unsure to what extent the measures will hedphance the extent an(
functioning ofprotected features and® }So wifler seas

X LINK supports the application of sound science to identify the sites and the process by
the proposed management measures have been determindowever, where data ig
lacking and/or confidence is low, some of the proposed approaches are not sufficie
precautionary.

x We support the proposed sitavide prohibition of mobile demersal fishing gear in th
following sites:

X Rosemary Bank Seamount ncMPA
X Norwegian Boundary Sediment Plain ncMPA

X We support the proposed sit@ide prohibition of mobile demersal fishing gear in Anton
Dohrn SAC but recommend a review of the site boundary at future network reviews.

X Wewelcomeelements of the proposethanagement approaches in the remaining sibes
haveremainingecological concernsncluding

X  proposals wherenobile demersagearis allowedbetween600m-800m

x the lack of continental shelfreak habitat being protected (264000m) in continental
slope sites
the degree to which measures will ensure site integrity is achievedrirereef SACs
the proportion of sedimentary habitat protected in some of the continental s
sites

x the lack of precautionary or experimental restrictions on mobile demersal fis
gear within sandeel sites

X the extent to whichset netsare prohibited, exposing vulnable species such &
deep sea sharks and cetaceans to entamget risk

x A monitoring strategy should be developethat includes offshore researctand better
monitoring of bycatchin order toinform meaningfuladaptive managementnd build up a
baseline of scientific data against which future change can be meas@efficient
resources should benade available to successfully monitor and, where necessary, ens
compliancewith the management measurexross the sites

x LINKmembersremain committed to continueatonstructive engagement witthe Scottish
Governm vS[e A o0 }u tentidly vorldleadingMPA project.




