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AN ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS CENTRE FOR SCOTLAND
Scottish Environment LINK has today (Tuesday 27 March) published a report on the feasibility of an Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland. The study found a clear need for a specialist environmental law centre to provide affordable legal representation, carry out public legal education, conduct research and advocacy and pursue strategic litigation. 
SE LINK’s Legal Strategy Subgroup Convener Mary Church said:
“An Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland could play a crucial role in developing awareness of environmental rights and responsibilities, empowering and enabling people to take action to defend the environment. All kinds of barriers currently stand in the way when people try to challenge a badly made decision or a damaging development, from getting affordable, good advice at the right stage, to going the whole way and pursuing a case in court. A one-stop-shop could help realise crucial environmental rights in Scotland by supporting individuals, communities and organisations to find their way around these barriers to defend the environment. 

“For over a decade Scotland has been in breach of its obligations under international law on providing access to justice in environmental cases. At the same time environmental law has become more complex and important as we face multiple crises of climate change, toxic air and plastic pollution. The UK’s planned exit from the EU is only going to increase the need for clarity on standards and on processes. An Environmental Rights Centre could play a crucial role in advocating legal reform and pursuing strategic litigation to help shape a better legal environment for Scotland.”

The SE LINK Legal Strategy Subgroup held a seminar in December 2016 with legal, academic, NGO and community stakeholders, which confirmed broad cross-sectoral support for the establishment of an Environmental Rights Centre.
The report on the feasibility of an Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland was commissioned by SE LINK’s Legal Strategy Subgroup in May 2017, and authored by Dr Ben Christman.  Its recommendations are currently being considered by the SE LINK Legal Strategy Subgroup which will decide how they should be progressed. 
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Editors’ Notes

1. The Report on the Feasibility of an Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland is available on our website here  http://www.scotlink.org/public-documents/report-on-the-feasibility-of-an-environmental-rights-centre-scotland/
2. Scottish Environment LINK is the forum for Scotland’s voluntary environment organisations, with over 35 member organisations representing a range of environmental interests with the common goal of contributing to a more environmentally sustainable society. 
www.scotlink.org
www.savescottishseas.org
www.scotlink.org/local
LINK is a Scottish Charity (SC000296) and a Scottish Company Limited by guarantee (SC250899). LINK is core funded by Membership Subscriptions and by grants from Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Government and Charitable Trusts. 
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