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SEPA/LINK Meetings August 18th 2010, Stirling

In attendance:

SEPA: Martin Marsden, Dave Gorman, Paula Charleson, Rebecca Walker

LINK: Duncan McLaren, Jonny Hughes, Dan Barlow

State of Environment Reporting

(Note also provided by SEPA of proposals to develop ‘Scotland’s Environmental Web’)

· Two phased approach - Phase 1: Environmental website – likely initially to be more of a portal of public info on Scotland’s environ/best practice in collating and reporting info. Cover environmental info produced by public bodies in Scotland, opportunity for data too from NGOs etc. Launch summer 2011.

· Phase 2: LIFE+ bid to extend using range of webservices/using info to understand relative importance of env problems/inform allocation of resources to monitoring & mitigation.  Designed to engage with public to promote collection of info on the env/discuss environmental priorities and action. Proposal to extend into citizen science and as a way of promoting action by the public.

· LINK will be invited to join steering group (LINK offered possibility of engaging in the bid but given bid has to be submitted in 10 days this seemed somewhat unpractical!)

· Clearly lots of work still to be done and LINK flagged up issues around integration with Gov National Performance Framework, local authority outcome approach, potential to link in to gathering EIA/SEA data/monitoring results and thus make available etc.

Action: 

- LINK asked to provide letter of support about the project for SEPA to include in LIFE+ Bid, required by end of Aug. DB happy to draft.

- LINK to respond to SEPA invite to join steering group when it arrives in office formally.

Energy & Climate Change 

Energy policy

· SEPA noted that summit it served to put a flag in the sand in terms of relevance and support for of it engaging in energy debate.

· Since then:

· Tracking energy policy (Anna Douglas)

· Been more involved and engaged with Gov & wider processes e.g. FREDs /commenting on energy efficiency action plan draft etc.

· Produced energy position paper that Board have agreed (will be published officially later this year).Includes discussion of energy hierarchy etc.

· Aware of scope to engage more and CEO/Chair are keen that they do this. Issue of working out what & how to engage, cautious about offering views on specific technols those we highlighted importance of finding a way through to influence such.

· BAT – agree challenging for them - once something is in the NPF then only role they can have is around permitting and they have to ensure interpret BAT as defined in EU law.

· Open to possibilities around how they can be involved in pre-assessment process on what is appropriate (i.e. before NPF).
· Support process of carbon assessment of NPF.

· Engaged in a project with Government looking at carbon assessment of spatial planning – local & national level.

Action: 

- SEPA will circulate energy position paper as agreed by board.

- LINK feel free to provide comment on agreed energy position (though not a consultation so really an informal feedback opportunity. 

Hunterston 

· SEPA drafting response – Ian Conroy – Head of Process Engineering in South West region is contact.

Action:

LINK/interested groups make contact with Ian Conroy.

EPS

· Air quality policy colleagues engaged and interested in this.

Public bodies

· Internally working through process of what it means for SEPA.

· Very keen for SEPA to have role in supporting other bodies but they would need to be asked to do this.

· Keen to highlight that must be seen as start of process.

· Sympathetic to concerns on current proposed reporting framework – SEPA want it to be ‘strong enough that it could be shot down/tested’ i.e. presume they mean legally challenged.

· SEPA agrees that someone needs to be charged with collation/evaluation of reports and provide monitoring function./currently who hold to account? Not necessarily argue this role themselves given they are covered by it. Possib one for Audit Scotland?

SEPA CC work plan circulated

· Opportunity for Jonny to discuss with Scott Mathieson issues around land use/CC

· CC SEA guidance now produced

SEPA & SD (v.brief as time limited discussion)

· Keen to find niche and engage in debate around sustainable economy/growth – grappling with. 

· Engaged in low carbon economy through Joe Muse/looking at clean tech etc.

· SEPA happy with current remit which requires them to take account of economy and social context issues too, aware that sustainability duty not really been followed up/audited.

· External review of SEA in Scotland is currently being undertaken.

Actions:

Opportunity for further discussion with Paula specifically around this.

2nd Meeting, In attendance:

SEPA: Rob Morris, Jo Green

LINK: Duncan McLaren, Jonny Hughes, Dan Barlow

Better reg change programme – update from SEPA (note produced by SEPA on background/key issues)

· Scottish focus def not a dereg agenda at moment unlike Westminster focus.

· Very much looking at scoping alternative options e.g. permitting on site basis rather than multiple permits/1 site

· Work underway on legislative measures – looking at both civil and criminal sanctions.

· Likely that for some of this work primary legislation be required.

· Keen for LINK written response to some key questions (that they will provide)

Actions:

- LINK to consider framing/phrasing of asks in our manifesto so as to ensure support for primary legislation relevant to support aspects of better regulation.

- Duncan discuss further FoES proposed legislative ask around Env Justice Bill

- SEPA to provide some key questions that they’d like to hear LINK views/response on in writing.

- LINK to confirm status of SEPA engagement in LINK congress given theme of environment and the law (Rob v.enthusiastic)

Page 1 of 3

[image: image1.png]