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	National Planning Framework 3 - National Developments Proposal Form

	Proposer
	National Trust for Scotland

	Contact details
	Kate Mavor

Chief Executive

The National Trust for Scotland 
Hermiston Quay
5 Cultins Road
Edinburgh 
EH11 4DF 

Email: policy@nts.org.uk 

	Date
	13 December 2012 

	Title of development
	A Coastal and Marine National Park for Scotland

	Elements to be covered by national development status (list)
	Designation under the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 of at least one coastal and marine national park with full access and planning authority. 

	Fit with criteria and statement of more than regional importance (guide - 500 words)
	During a recent speech at the Landscape Scotland Conference, the Minister for Local Government and Planning referred to the National Planning Framework as the ‘national vision’ for the next 25 years.

Scotland’s west coast is a landscape of international importance yet, with the exception of the St Kilda World Heritage Site, there is little formal recognition of this priceless resource.  Whilst we have 28 coastal National Scenic Areas, their implementation is planned at a local level and is patchy and inconsistent. We need a national initiative to celebrate and protect our world-renowned coastal area.
The National Trust for Scotland believes that a strong stepping stone between connecting our vision for a sustainable Scotland and our desire to protect and improve our most precious landscapes, habitats and species and cultural heritage can be laid with the foundation of a marine and coastal national park.
It would deliver strongly against:

· Skills development, reducing unemployment and job creation

· Strengthening Scotland’s links with the rest of the world; and

· Improving the quality of the built and natural environment.

If run in an exemplary fashion, it would also make a significant contribution to all of the national development criteria.

Scotland’s coasts and seas
Scotland’s marine and coastal natural resources are crucial to the national economy – Scottish Environment LINK estimate that the benefit of the currently proposed MPAs could be in excess of £6 billion over 20 years.  
However, the MPAs do not take into account the land and seascapes of Scotland. These are the product of the interactions between natural features and many millennia of human occupation, from the earliest evidence of people in Scotland to the present day. Their future is therefore intimately linked with the development of coastal communities. Establishment of a National Park would allow these developments to be planned and coordinated over a wide area, transcending the boundaries and remits of current local authorities. It would also help to crystalise our duty of international stewardship for this outstanding part of our heritage. 
Benefits a Coastal & Marine National Park (CMNP) could bring
By taking a holistic management approach, the Park Authority would be able to manage in partnership the different and conflicting needs of residents, visitors and other communities of interest with the conservation of the area’s outstanding natural and cultural heritage at its centre.

With appropriate and excellent management, opportunities for appropriate inward investment and sustainable economic development would increase.   

It would provide an opportunity to address local issues, for example, depopulation and affordable housing. Social and economic development would form part of the Park’s mission, capitalising on the Park’s natural assets and demonstrating sustainable economic growth in practice.
Job creation – both directly and indirectly – a CMNP could create opportunities both for existing and new residents as well as stimulating programmes of skills development and volunteer opportunities.
A CMNP would also offer an opportunity to develop appropriate marine renewable energy while safeguarding the landscape and wildlife on which the prosperity depends. This can help to reduce our carbon footprint and achieve renewable energy targets. 

In addition, a national park would help build a positive sense of place, sustainable local communities and business and scientific links to the rest of Scotland and beyond.   

	Location (description, map reference, or map)
	We would recommend revisiting those proposed by SNH in 2006 in their Advice on Coastal and Marine National Parks:
1. Solway Firth

2. Argyll Islands and Coasts

3. Ardnamurchan, Small Isles and the South Skye Coast

4. Wester Ross and North Skye Coast

5. North Uist, Sound of Harris and South Lewis
In addition we would encourage further investigation of the work carried out by the Isle of Harris National Park Study Group. This showed how the development of a national park can be truly community led and demonstrated how it can help communities develop skills, reduce population decline and create jobs.  It also showed how the vision of communities can break free from the constraints imposed by local authorities. 
A further option would be the north-west Minch from Skye, to Loch Ewe.   We would be happy to provide further detail on how the implementation and operation of this could be taken forward. 

	Public Engagement to date (guide - 100 words)


	Further consultation must be carried out within proposed areas to ensure that stakeholder interests – including local communities of interest, for example residents, businesses and fishermen – and other communities of interest, are incorporated and a simplified management process can be implemented to ensure that different users of the land and water can flourish in tandem.
Our recommendation follows from research by SNH in 2005, the Scottish Government’s consultation process in 2006  on this topic and a referendum carried out on Harris in 2009.
In addition our own research (TNS Scottish Omnibus Survey, unpublished 2012) shows a clear desire at national level for the protection of wild coastal landscapes, which was endorsed by a survey of NTS members in Autumn 2012.
Our research also shows that National Scenic Areas are not nationally recognised, but National Parks are. Only 28% of the general public had heard of National Scenic Areas, compared with 84% who had heard of National Parks.
Given the current desire for government-backed initiatives to lead to ‘legacy’, the initiation of a Coastal and Marine National Park would be a fitting and lasting legacy to the country following the Year of Natural Scotland.

	Environmental Study / Assessment available? (yes / no)
	No

	If yes, what significant effects were identified
	n/a

	Delivery timescale
	2014-2020

	Development lifespan
	Permanent

	Consents required
	Consent under the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000, requiring approval by the Scottish Parliament, with additional amendments/simplifications to allow an appropriate regulatory system for the national park authority to manage the sea area within the park as well as the land.

	Visual representation of the development available?

If yes, please list and state if provided.
	Please see: SNH and further information available from National Trust for Scotland on request. 


