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	National Planning Framework 3 - National Developments Proposal Form

	Proposer
	RSPB Scotland & Grounds for Learning – with support from Real World Learning Partnership

	Contact details
	Primary contact:
Rebekah Stackhouse rebekah.stackhouse@rspb.org.uk  
RSPB Scotland
Miller House
2 Lochside View
Edinburgh EH12 9DH
Tel: 0131 317 4125

	Date
	14 December 2012

	Title of development
	Shaping Our Scotland (SOS) 

	Elements to be covered by national development status (list)
	SOS is a development initiative that will inform planning processes at all scales to create new pathways and spaces whereby all Scottish people have opportunities for every day quality contact with and re-connection to the natural environment, profiting individually & collectively from the associated benefits.
Elements to be covered by national development status include:
1. Detailed investigation of real-life movement and space-use patterns of children and adults, and adoption of novel habitat management techniques - clean water ponds, green roofs, woodland restructuring, etc – to inform Local, City and Regional Plans, and planning policy and decisions.
2. Utilisation of waste ground, vacant plots, designated sites, access legislation, and other urban and rural open spaces for the tangible benefit of all.
3. Development of networks of quality natural open spaces permeating the places where people live, work and play, enhancing biodiversity of planned environments.
4. The expansion of Scotland’s Environment Web to:
· offer customised technical and geospatial data, linked with existing wild land mapping, for the maintenance and protection of green infrastructure, enabling informed land-use decisions that promote sustainability and quality of life and that emphasise the value of green infrastructure as a resource for health and well-being;
· serve as the foundation for green infrastructure planning and implementation at every level – from local authority or regions to neighbourhoods, streets and individual spaces.
Open spaces include:
· Land designated under national and international legislation, and under non-statutory agreements, inc. National Parks
· Public parks and urban green-spaces
· NHS and other hospital grounds
· School grounds
· Nature reserves & National Nature Reserves
· Land owned by local authorities, including brownfield sites and stalled spaces
· Allotments
· Privately owned ground
· Woodlands
· Beaches and coastlines

	Fit with criteria and statement of more than regional importance (guide - 500 words) 
	Scotland is facing numerous challenges. Chief among these are social inequalities, health issues, a changing climate and significant disconnection from nature. 
Government efforts to secure the National Outcomes, and to make Scotland “the best place to grow up”, are essential but can only go so far on their own. Sustained success needs long-term, deep-rooted public support, active participation, and willingness to take individual responsibility. 
SOS complements, underpins and realises Government efforts. It makes a significant contribution to:
1. An 80% reduction in emissions by 2050. 
1. Skills development, reducing unemployment and job creation. 
1. Improving our green infrastructure networks. 
1. Adapting to or mitigating the effects of climate change. 
1. Improving the quality of the built or natural environment. 
SOS will:
· Inform land-use planning from neighbourhood to landscape scale in novel ways to facilitate people’s access to nature within 100m of their home;
· Harmonise public action and commitments to achieve National Outcomes and other strategic targets, in particular education, health and climate change, e.g. the Coigach & Assynt Living Landscape project;
· Provide an easy access point for schools to areas of green infrastructure to deliver the Curriculum for Excellence and opportunities for outdoor play in natural environments, at a time when improving the frequency and quality of outdoor learning in schools has been shown to benefit young people; particularly through shared approaches to learning;
· Generate neighbourhood initiatives, in urban and rural areas, that give oversight of and direct involvement with the management and integration of open spaces, at all scales;
· Engender a new sense of collective ownership of our environment and transform the public understanding of the natural environment, which in time changes their understanding of sustainable behaviour from a restriction to a rewarding shared enterprise from which all gain;
· Realise the legacy of the Year of Natural Scotland 2013.
These spaces bring tangible public goods, and clearly contribute towards delivery of the Scottish Government’s core purpose and strategic objectives, as outlined below:
Wealthier and fairer: Public involvement with open spaces, will grow care and pride at neighbourhood scales, promoting socio-cultural equity. In time, local attraction for living, work, play, learning, investment and tourism is enhanced, supporting local competitiveness and sustainable development. SOS will expand opportunities for communities and businesses by promoting regeneration, access, environmental quality, skills development and green employment. It will also mitigate the future costs of climate change, ill health and inequality.
Healthier: Promoting physical and mental health will be central to SOS, providing arrays of active local engagement opportunities, combating disconnection to nature, and improving quality of and access to open spaces. Networks of high-quality, well-maintained open spaces create environments that are attractive, clean and safe, and co-produce well-being. Pollution of air, land and water is also minimised.
Greener: SOS will develop public support by enabling green infrastructure to enrich people’s lives and communities. Cumulative environmental effects - temporal and spatial - will protect and enhance native species richness and biodiversity, reduce Scotland's carbon footprint and facilitate adaptation to climate change, and conserve Scotland’s distinctive natural and cultural heritage.
Safer: SOS will encourage community cohesion, empowerment and civic pride. By improving the amenity and character of an area, opportunities for crime and the fear of crime are reduced. Communities are encouraged to flourish, becoming stronger, safer places to live, offering improved opportunities and quality of life. It will increase the resilience of Scotland in the face of a more unpredictable climate, providing defences against flooding, storms, air pollution and extreme temperatures.
Smarter: SOS intimately links with education policy and practice. LA’s and Education Scotland recognise the value of outdoor learning and play, and SOS will spread this to the wider community, generating a sense of place and increasing their attachment to Scotland’s diverse natural heritage and culture. SOS will promote more sustainable patterns of travel, transport and land use, and enhance environmental knowledge and behaviour. Better plans, better decisions and more satisfactory outcomes through effective public and community engagement are enabled, increasing the efficiency of investments.

	Location
	All of Scotland, including coastline and islands.

	Public Engagement to date (guide - 100 words)


	SOS will draw on, build upon and focus current efforts of a broad alliance: outdoor learning bodies, conservation bodies, health and education authorities, planning authorities, NHS, volunteer organisations, current partnerships.

	Environmental Study / Assessment available? (yes / no)
	No.

	If yes, what significant effects were identified
	

	Delivery timescale
	10 years

	Development lifespan
	Ongoing but concept and plans to be drawn up within 2 years.

	Consents required
	Numerous where new spaces are created but likely that this can be integrated into existing development plans, master plans and other land use plans.

	Visual representation of the development available?
If yes, please list and state if provided.
	No



 
