
5. ISSUE PAPER: MARINE NATURAL HERITAGE 

Scottish En alling for fundamental vironment LINK Marine Task Force is c
reform of how we manage Scotland’s seas. 

Scotland’s Marine Bounty 
Scotland’s territory is 53% sea, supporting an estimated 8,000 species 
plants, invertebrates, fish, birds and mammals which, together with 
organisms, are believed to account for over 50% of our biodiversity. T
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international legislation exists solely to protect marine natural heritage features 

(Scotland) Act 
and d Coastal Zone Management potentially could also 
provide a framework for managing habitats and species in harmony with economic 
and
Yet, sed and regulatory mechanisms most legislation 
for protecting sites and species was designed for use on land. This approach has 
largely been extended to the marine environment where it has been problematic.  

• there are few property rights;  

• there are often multiple uses of one area; 

• species are much more mobile and; 

many thousands of km of coast contribute to one of the most diverse range
habitats in the world.  
 
Scotland has 14 nationally and internationally important coastal and marine
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What’s the problem? 
 
Porpoise and bottlenose dolphin populations are threatened by accum
pollutants and entanglement in fishing gear. Rare lea
summer visitors to Scotland, and whales, such as Cuvier’s beaked w
choking on a diet of discarded plastic, mistaken for jellyfish. Guillemot, 
skua and other seabirds are failing to breed

 
Other marine species and habitats such as seagrass beds, maerl beds, w
and deepwater corals, are vulnerable to trawling and dredging, yet there is s
enough information to know how healthy the
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• there is no legal basis upon which a network of nationally important areas for 
wildlife can be designated and managed. 

Areas, regions of sea and seabed that 
receive effective protection from damaging activities. 

e biodiversity protection suffers from the same basic lack of a sustainable 
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• Special Protection Areas for birds can extend to territorial waters but none has yet been 
designated at sea. As with SACs users still want ‘business as usual’. 

• National Parks can be established at sea as well as on land, and should have an 
environmental protection focus, balanced with other interests. However, there is no 
legislative mechanism to ensure that sufficient environmental safeguards can be applied 
in the sea. Badly managed, marine national parks could have negative environmental 
impacts on Scotland’s  coast and islands. 

 

 
Scotland has no proper Marine Protected 

 
What is the problem? 
 
Marin

whole. 
 
1. Lack of leadership or a coherent framework for planning - no clear l
management strategy or planning framework that addresses the lack o

broader marine biodiversity conservation to ensure that our seas remain h
productive for future generations 
 
2. Fragmented, conflicting legislation that does not support sustainabl
use - over 85 Acts of Parliament a
Scottish, UK and international competencies are not linked, user groups com
the same resources. No provision for marine species in the Nature Conserv
wildlife is threatened and money wasted 

3. Lack of accountability - the current system lacks a means of 
equitable participation of interest groups o

n addition, there is no legal basis for designating and managing areas for
mportant marine species and habitats. For exam

 SSSIs and National Nature Reserves are designed for land; although 34 of 
the UK are on the coast they do not extend below MLWS   

 SSSIs can extend to MLWS, but  they cannot extend beyond this. Both SSSIs
would need a complete overhaul to be applied to the sea. 

 Marine Nature Reserves failed – only three were designated in UK with none
- due to difficulties managing damaging operations, particularly fishing, and the
the cons

 Marine Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) can be designated in any par
Continental Shelf (UKCS) from intertidal areas out to 200n
a narrow range of species and habitats. Furthermore, other users still want ‘b
usual’ and few powers are provided to influence the activities of other interests
authorities, e.g. conservation byelaws cannot interfere with functions of oth
authorities. 



What’s the solution?  
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The duty to further the conservation of biodiversity and Scottish Marine Wildlife 
Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 are a start. However, 

the Act does not attempt to address site-based marine nature conservation.  
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r has been produced by vironment LINK Marine Task Force 

Scottish Environment LINK (LINK) is the umbrella body for Scotland’s voluntary sector environmental organisations 
rce' consists of 

 
British Association of Nature Conservationists (Scotland) 
Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust 
Marine Conservation Society 
National Trust for Scotland  

RSPB Scotland 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
WWF Scotland  
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society 

 
 
For further information contact Campaign Convener, Calum Duncan at the Marine Conservation Society on 0131 226 

6360 or Jessica Pepper, LINK Parliamentary Officer, Scottish Environment LINK Parliamentary Office, PO BOX 
23137, Edinburgh or call 0131 225 4345. 

 

 
Biodiversity conservation can only take place within legislative and policy 
for sustainable management that address the lack of property rights in 
environment and take account of competing economic and social interest
based/regulatory approach to the protection of key habitats and species 
within this broader framework and
more specific site o

Specific changes  
  
In addition to the primary framework legislation, a Marine (Scotland
underpin the cross-cutting structu
'A Future for Our Seas'), a review of marine biodiversity protection l
including sites and species is needed.  
 

Watching Code in the Nature 

he following are urgently needed: 

• establish a strong legal framework giving statutory support to biodivers
planning and link it to other processes  

 review existing site and species protection mechanisms and amend leg
necessary 

• establish a network of marine protected areas (MPAs) to co
representative range of key ecosystem
include MPAs for fish and shellfish regeneration as well as protection of
marine species and habitats of natural heritage importance. 

 ensure that rele

outwith protected sites is integrated with the policies and practice
erests, e.g. fishing, fish farming, recreation, marine and co

and waste disposal. 
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which together represent around 500,000 members throughout Scotland. The LINK 'Marine Task Fo
the following environmental organisations working on marine issues in Scotland: 


