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Marine report tells cautionary tale for Scottish Government 

A parliamentary report highlighting a chronic “lack of clarity” with English marine protection plans 
sends a strong signal to the Scottish Government about its proposals for a marine protected area 
network to safeguard Scotland’s marine biodiversity. 

The report by the cross-party UK Science and Technology Committee describes the “frustration” and 
“anxiety” for industry and other stakeholders caused during efforts to create Marine Conservation 
Zones (MCZs) in England. The consultation is being viewed by many Scottish stakeholders as a stark 
lesson about the potential pitfalls for Scotland’s Marine Protected Area project if not implemented 
robustly and comprehensively. 

The UK report says Defra “shifted the goalposts” during the process regarding the level of scientific 
evidence required, which undermined public confidence in the MCZs. It also underlined the continued 
confusion over proposed management measures and Defra’s failure to properly examine the socio-
economic benefits of MPAs. Research published in November 2012 found that a network of Scottish 
MPAs could provide benefits to Scotland to the tune of £10billion, and potentially more. 

Members of Scottish Environment LINK’s marine taskforce are now urging the Scottish Government 
to learn from the recommendations in the report and ensure that the Scottish process is clearer and 
less protracted. 

A consultation on protected areas in England concluded last month, but Scotland’s 16-week 
consultation is due to commence this summer. 

Calum Duncan (Scotland Programme Manager, Marine Conservation Society), Convenor of Scottish 
Environment LINK’s marine taskforce said: “It’s unfortunate in many ways, but we Scots can learn a 
lot from the English MCZ process. It is essential that we follow the science. The Scottish 
Government’s own advice has proposed 33 new Scottish MPAs to help rescue our seas. Further work 
will also be needed to complete protection for seabirds, cetaceans, common skate and others 
species. This is urgent advice - our seas are in a declining and degraded state and we need to 
kickstart their recovery. We cannot delay protection as has happened in England.  

It is amazing to think that Scottish seas make up 61% of UK waters, and we now need to fulfill our 
responsibility for protecting this share. Experience from across the globe has shown that MPAs 
provide economic and social benefits that far outweigh the costs of designation and management. 
The Scottish MPA network can be a world-leading project which recovers and safeguards our most 
precious natural resource for the long-term public benefit. The alternative is a public consultative 
mess that serves nobody’s long-term interests.” 

ENDS 

For more information: 

Contact: Nick Underdown, Scottish Environment LINK 

Email: nick@scotlink.org  
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Notes for editors: 

Scottish Environment LINK's Marine Taskforce comprises the following eight organisations: Hebridean Whale & Dolphin 

Trust, Marine Conservation Society, National Trust for Scotland, RSPB Scotland, Scottish Ornithologists' Club, Scottish 

Wildlife Trust, WWF Scotland, Whale & Dolphin Conservation. 

(http://www.scotlink.org/public/work/taskforce.php?id=7) The members campaign for Marine Protected Areas via 

www.savescottishseas.org  

 

Related links: 

 UK Science & Technology Committee: Marine Science 9th report: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmsctech/727/72702.htm  

 Report to the Scottish Parliament on Progress to Identify a Scottish Network of Marine Protected Areas 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork/MPAParliamentReport 

 SNH Commissioned Report: SNH and JNCC MPA network Advice: http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-

research/publications/search-the-catalogue/publication-detail/?id=1959 

 ‘Valuing the Benefits of Designating a Scottish Network of MPAs in Territorial and Offshore Waters’ report 

http://www.scotlink.org/files/publication/LINKReports/Valuing_the_benefits_MPA_Network_Scotland_Report_

%28final%29.pdf  

 A map showing the concerning and declining state of Scotland’s seas can be found here: 

http://www.savescottishseas.org/save-scottish-seas/recover/  

 Background documents on MPAs can be found at www.savescottishseas.org/reading-room/  
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