
The UK government 
has made a commitment to
halting biodiversity loss by 2010. 

This leaflet summarises what this means,
what is needed to achieve this target and how

progress should be measured.
Biodiversity is the variety of life on the planet.  This includes the plant and animal
species that make up our wildlife and the places or habitats in which they live.  The
world is losing biodiversity at an alarming rate and we are starting to experience
accelerating environmental change.

Biodiversity is important to us for social, cultural and economic reasons.  It enriches
our lives and provides vital services on which our lives depend e.g. saltmarsh as flood
protection.  Although there are many, often unmeasured, practical reasons for
conserving biodiversity, there is also a very strong ethical case for not destroying other
forms of life that share the planet with us.  

1. Protecting and enhancing
threatened species and habitats
(‘Stop the rot’)
In 2002, a third of the UK’s Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) habitats and a quarter of BAP species
were still declining.  The UK is committed,
through the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation,
to a target of ensuring that at least 60% of
threatened species are safe by 2010. In 2002,
just 22% of BAP plant species were stable or
increasing.  This shows the scale of the challenge. 

What is needed: 
• Revised BAP species and habitat priorities, so 

that resources can be targeted to where they 
are most urgently needed.

• Adequate monitoring of all UK BAP priorities.

• An increase of at least £100 million per year, 
through both agri-environment schemes and 
targeted recovery programmes, across the UK 
for delivery of UK BAP targets. 

• Increased habitat restoration, recovery and re-
creation through positive planning; to provide 
larger, more robust, spaces for wildlife and 
people.

• A duty on all public bodies in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland to further biodiversity 
conservation (as exists in Scotland).

Performance Indicator:
No BAP priority species and habitats ‘still
declining’ by 2010. 

2. Protecting and managing 
our finest wildlife sites 
(‘Protect the best’)
Marine sites
The Government has committed to establish:

• A marine Natura 2000 network by 2008 with 
management objectives in place by 2010.   

• An ecologically coherent network of OSPAR (The 
Convention for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment of the North-East Atlantic) Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) by 2010. 

In addition to international commitments, it is
essential that MPAs are established to protect 
the UK’s nationally important biodiversity.  In
Safeguarding our Seas, the Government's Strategy for
the Conservation and Sustainable Development of
our Marine Environment (Defra, 2002), a target was
set to identify and designate relevant areas of the
UK's seas as areas of marine protection belonging to
a network of well-managed sites by 2010.

What is needed:
• New Westminster Marine Bill to receive Royal 

Assent by the end of 2008. 

• The Westminster Marine Bill to provide for a 
network of effective Marine Protected Areas (to 
encompass Highly Protected Marine Reserves 
(HPMRs), Nationally Important Marine Sites 
(NIMSs), and OSPAR MPAs), to be designated 
in parallel with Natura 2000 sites.

• Bespoke marine legislation from the devolved 
administrations, in parallel with the 
Westminster bill (the Scottish, Welsh and 
Northern Irish administrations all have 
responsibility for nature conservation out 
to 12nm).

SSSI Condition in Wales
In Wales, the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)
has undertaken a desk based rapid review of SSSI
condition; based on high confidence assessments,
29% of land based habitat features were classed as
being in favourable condition while 70% were in
unfavourable condition and 1% were partially
destroyed. Of the 70% of features classed as
unfavourable, 26% were considered to be
recovering and the remaining 74% were declining.
Money for SSSI management agreements has
recently been cut in Wales, and urgent action is
required to overcome this very worrying position.

Performance indicator:
95% of UK A/SSSIs in favourable condition by 2010.

3. Making space for
biodiversity (‘Restore the rest’)
Protecting our finest wildlife sites and saving our
threatened species will not be sufficient to halt
biodiversity loss; we also need to prevent common
and widespread habitats and species from
becoming rare.  We need to create a more
sympathetic and robust natural environment so
that wildlife can have a chance of responding to
climate change.  This is in addition to tackling the
causes of climate change.  We therefore need to
build biodiversity considerations into all land and
aquatic use policies and programmes while, at the
same time, increasing access to the quality of life
benefits that biodiversity brings.  

What is needed:
Collect the right information:
• Invest in long-term monitoring of the health 

of our biodiversity through surveys and 
collation of information by local, regional and 
national centres. 

• Research the causes of decline in wildlife and 
how to reverse them (e.g. of woodland birds, 
bats and butterflies; cetacean bycatch and 
mitigation methods). 

Implement remedies to deal with the causes of
environmental damage: 
• Reduce causes such as intensive farming, 

water abstraction, diffuse pollution and 
overfishing.

• Introduce reform measures through the right 
mix of regulation, state investment, taxes and 
incentives.

Deliver positive planning to 
protect and enhance
biodiversity: 
• Develop and 

implement 
shared 
landscape 
scale visions at a local authority 
level (100% of UK with agreed 
landscape scale visions for 
biodiversity by 2010). 

• Identify and safeguard space for 
biodiversity through the planning system so 
that no family is more than 300 metres from at 
least 2ha of green space rich in wildlife by 2010.

Improve education and public understanding: 
• Ensure that all children have contact with 

biodiversity and the natural world as an integral 
part of their school career.

Put sustainable development into practice: 
• Improve management of the public estate 

(Government and local authority owned land).  
Ensure 80% of the public estate has 
biodiversity management plans or prescriptions 
by 2008 with 100% in place by 2010.

• Promote sustainable land and sea use 
opportunities that further biodiversity 
conservation (e.g. responsible recreation and 
tourism).

Performance Indicators:
There are many potential indicators for each of
these areas but we suggest the following are key:

• By 2010, there should be a positive trend in 
the indices for farmland and woodland wild 
bird populations, for bats and for butterflies.

• By 2010, all school children should have 
gained experience of the natural world 
through out-of-classroom learning as an 
integral part of school education.

Conclusion
The clock is ticking and biodiversity is being lost.
The international commitment to halting
biodiversity loss by 2010 is an ambitious one…
but essential. The UK must ensure we meet, or
exceed, our own targets towards conserving the
world we live in and leaving a country rich in
biodiversity for all who follow us.  We need to start
delivering the actions identified in this leaflet now.
Please take time to consider what you can and
should be doing. 

• Both devolved and reserved marine nature 
conservation legislation and policy to be nested 
within a framework for the sustainable 
management of the wider marine environment 
through marine spatial planning.

• Urgent implementation of UK marine offshore 
Natura 2000 sites (Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs)), including the introduction of new 
‘Offshore’ Regulations.

• Completion of inshore and offshore marine 
Natura 2000 sites (SACs and SPAs); 
notification by 2008 
and management objectives/plans to be 
implemented by 2010. 

To be on track to deliver these actions,
Government must:
• Make parliamentary time for Westminster 

Marine Bill early in the 2006-7 parliamentary 
session, with equivalent action in devolved 
administrations.

• Increase resources available to Statutory Nature 
Conservation Agencies for identifying, 
designating and monitoring a complete MPA 
network (including Natura 2000 sites, 
nationally important marine sites 
and OSPAR MPAs) throughout the UK.

Performance Indicator:
A complete MPA network (including Natura 2000
sites, OSPAR MPAs, nationally important marine
sites and Highly Protected Marine Reserves)
identified and notified by 2010.

Terrestrial and Freshwater Sites 
In England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales
slightly different targets operate on slightly
different timescales and affect a different suite of
sites, but the principle remains the same - protect
the best sites and quickly.  Biodiversity and/or
Environment strategies in each country should be
consistent and include:

• Complete condition assessments for all sites; 

• All listed features used as criteria for assessing 
condition;

• Designation of all sites as a matter of urgency;

• Identification of major problems;

• Commitment to deliver remedies to address the 
issues affecting sites;

• Convening a major landowners group to agree 
a plan of action (making sure all regulators are 
on board). 

ASSI designation in Northern Ireland:
Northern Ireland has not yet completed designation
of its Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI)
network. A recent study by the RSPB showed that
175 of the 400 estimated sites qualifying for
designation in Northern Ireland have still to be
designated.  It is currently estimated that
designation will not be completed until 2016.
Designation is obviously only the first step;
monitoring and management of sites is also
generally inadequate and damage to sites
continues.  It is hard to see how the UK can meet a
target of no biodiversity loss by 2010 if Northern
Ireland has not even completed its designation
programme by that date.

English Uplands:
In England there is a Public Service Agreement
(PSA) target to ensure 95% of Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) are in favourable or
recovering condition by 2010.  Many of these SSSIs
are Natura 2000 sites that Government is required
to maintain at, and where necessary restore to,
‘favourable conservation status’.  Nearly a third of
SSSIs in England (by area) are not currently meeting
the PSA target.  The biggest areas of SSSIs in
decline are in the uplands.  Overgrazing and
inappropriate moorland burning regimes are the
major causes of unfavourable condition, affecting
some 123,976 and 96,533 hectares of SSSI
respectively. 

What is needed:
• Adequate agri-environment funding to reduce 

stock numbers and effective enforcement of 
overgrazing regulations through cross-
compliance.

• Successful reform of common land legislation in 
England and Wales (Common Land Bill 
currently before Parliament) to help secure 
sustainable management of common land. 

• Incentives and cultural change to address 
inappropriate moorland burning through the 
development and agreement of moorland 
burning plans (e.g. to ensure burning is 
sustainable and to the benefit of wildlife 
conservation).
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Wildlife and Countryside Link
89 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TP

Telephone: 020 7820 8600 • Fax: 020 7820 8620
Email: enquiry@wcl.org.uk • www.wcl.org.uk

Scottish Environment LINK 
Telephone: 01738 630804 
www.scotlink.org

Wales Environment Link
(Cyswllt Amgylchedd Cymru)
Telephone : 01970 611621 
www.waleslink.org

Wildlife & Countryside Link
Telephone : 020 7820 8600
www.wcl.org.uk

Northern Ireland Environment Link 
Telephone : 028 9045 5770 
www.nienvironmentlink.org

The Link
organisations bring
together environmental
voluntary organisations in the UK
united by their common interest in the
conservation and enjoyment of the natural 
and historic environment. There are four Link
organisations in the UK. 

• Northern Ireland Environment Link 
• Scottish Environment LINK 
• Wales Environment Link / 

Cyswllt Amgylchedd Cymru 
• Wildlife and Countryside Link

Each Link is a coalition organisation, representing 
a number of environmental non-governmental
organisations (NGOs). These NGOs are voluntary
sector, non-profit-distributing organisations. The
Links aim to add value to the work of individual
organisations by facilitating information exchange
and collaborative working amongst members on
issues the members choose.

There are three key elements to halting biodiversity loss in the UK:

1. Protect, enhance and aid recovery of threatened species and habitats.

2. Protect our finest wildlife sites and ensure appropriate management.

3. Make space for biodiversity i.e. make our farmland, forests, rivers 
and oceans a more wildlife friendly place to live.

Put another way we must ‘stop the rot, protect the best & restore the rest’.
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Bechstein’s Bat © Hugh Clark (Bat Conservation Trust)
Silver-washed Fritillary © Alan Barnes (Butterfly Conservation)
Vertigo Moulinsiana © Roger Key
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Burnt orchid © Joe Sutton (plantlife.org.uk)
Barbastelle Bat © Hugh Clark (Bat Conservation Trust)
Water Vole © John Markham (RSPB-Images.com)
Grey Seal Pup © Chris Gomersall (RSPB-Images.com)
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Juvenile Adder © Geoff Simpson (RSPB-Images.com)
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Female Otter © David Tipling (RSPB-Images.com)
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