
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 12: Justice & Governance
Sub-Section 12.2

Scottish Legislation
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
If we are to achieve the balance between social, economic and environmental interests required to achieve sustainability, those interests must be given proper consideration in the laws passed by the Scottish Parliament. If Parliament pays more attention and attaches more importance to laws concerning any of the three interests, we will have no balance. In addition, it is in our interests that Parliament gives full and proper consideration to all laws it passes, and that the effect of these laws is properly scrutinised after they have been passed.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The legislative powers of the Scottish Parliament are laid down in the Scotland Act (1997). The legislative procedures of the Parliament are contained in the Standing Orders of the Parliament and are scrutinised by the Standards and Procedures & Public Appointments Committees.
· Since 1999 the vast bulk of the legislation passed by the Parliament has been set out initially in the Government’s legislative programme debate each year. These programmes have not been the subject of public debate and have appeared to be driven largely by the political imperatives of the party/parties in Government, and the need to “make a political statement” – as opposed to the legislative programme being formulated on a public debate about the areas of law most requiring attention. This has resulted in crowded timetables and, arguably, legislative overload, with insufficient time being devoted to the each Bill introduced, and too little time left for Committees of the Parliament to scrutinise the impact of existing legislation – or to carry through major inquiries into areas of policy.
· This has resulted in the passage of much environmental legislation but in a relatively un-prioritised and unplanned manner, and with inadequate post-legislative scrutiny.
· The substance of the legislative programme should be the subject of much wider discussion and debate, and serious consideration should be given to the amount of legislation passed in the Parliament being curtailed.
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	
	

	E.U.


	
	

	U.K.


	
	

	Scotland


	· Establish a mechanism for discussion and debate of the legislative programme prior to its introduction each year.
· Fully consider the balance in the work of Parliament and its Committees between legislation and scrutiny of Government.
	

	Local Councils


	
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
[image: image1.png]


Scotland's Environmental Laws - from rhetoric to reality (2010)

A review of key environmental legislation in Scotland since devolution, commissioned for the 2010 LINK Members' Congress - The Environment and the Law - which assesses the outcomes from eight key environmental laws which LINK and its member bodies campaigned for in working to protect Scotland's environment.
LINK publications are available on our website www.scotlink.org
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
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