Section 13: Justice & Governance
Sub-Section 13.7 
The Constitution
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
LINK members are concerned with delivering sustainable development through whatever constitutional arrangements are arrived at by the people and the political establishment. Where we believe that improvements in environmental stewardship might be made by alterations to constitutional arrangements we might say so – taking great care not to be in any way party political, which is not permitted by our legal status.
We work as policy advocates at all levels of government and society to achieve sustainability, and our members take practical action to protect the natural and historic environment.
(2) Policy Context: 
· We believe fundamentally that international action is required to fight issues such as climate change, and while we have no position on membership of the UN, EU or other international organisations, we work through international networks to influence them.
· We believe that states can be powerful deliverers of environmental protection (and, alternatively can be agents for damage), but we take no position on the boundaries of states or the issue of independence for Scotland. 

· We hold an underlying belief that sustainability is best achieved where social and political organisation follows the principle of subsidiarity, and will work with whatever local government structure is agreed by the Scottish Parliament.
· LINK contributed to the National Conversation and the Calman Commission, but only with regard to technical issues.
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	
	

	E.U.


	
	

	U.K.


	
	

	Scotland


	
	

	Local Councils


	
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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