The LINK Manifesto   
Section 2: Climate Change
Sub-Section2.2

 Adaptation
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases to prevent global temperatures rising above 2°C is the only way to keep climate change within manageable levels. But even with prompt action we will face some degree of climate change as a result of past emissions. Scotland's rural, urban, marine and coastal habitats are going to be affected by climate change. We need strategies to reduce the impact on Scotland’s biodiversity and allow species and habitats to adapt, where necessary. Wildlife and habitats are vulnerable to climate change impacts but if ecosystems can be protected they can provide valuable natural services to our economy and society, such as carbon sequestration and flood risk management.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The UK Climate Change Act 2008 and the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 both require Government to develop programmes, with policies and proposals to address adaptation to the impacts of climate change. The EU Birds and Habitats Directives are the central to the protection of biodiversity in the face of climatic changes. 
· The Scottish Government published an Adaptation Framework in 2009. It sets the strategic direction for Scottish Government actions and includes 12 sector action plans.
· The development of policies on adaptation is in early stages but needs to use existing tools, such as the nature conservation legislation to build the resilience of biodiversity to change.
· Implementation of climate change legislation must secure measures which help nature to adapt to the impacts of climate change at the scale needed. All sectors must adapt to the impacts of climate change in a sustainable ways. 
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	
	

	E.U.


	· EU policy recognising the need to protect the Natura network of sites designated for nature conservation.
	· More effective implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives to ensure effective nature conservation in response to a changing climate

	U.K.


	· Sustainable adaptation properly embedded in the implementation of the UK Climate Change Act 2008.
· Action taken to support wildlife’s adaptation through the development of a Natural Environment White Paper.
	· Policies and action in place which maximise the delivery of ecosystem services. 

· The UK economy operating within environmental limits.

	Scotland


	· Scottish Government’s Adaptation Framework to be developed into a funded programme of measures and updated to reflect increased knowledge of impacts. 

· Sector Adaptation Action Plans provide a high level strategic steer to sectoral development and ensure benefit to biodiversity. 

· Scottish Government requiring all public bodies to report on climate adaptation progress.

· Public bodies regularly reporting on adaptation action.
	· Scotland’s land, within and without designated sites, managed to increase biodiversity’s resilience to change.
· Scotland’s low carbon economy is benefitting from significantly enhanced ecosystem services provided by the natural environment.

	Local Councils


	· Each Council and public body to develop a sustainable climate change adaptation strategy
· All Councils and public bodies fulfilling statutory requirement to report on adaptation progress
	· Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change embedded into planning at the local level.


(4) LINK Publications: 
· LINK Response to the Scottish Government Consultation on Proposals for a Scottish Climate Change Bill (April 2008)
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· To be added.
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