
The LINK Manifesto

Section 2: Climate Change

Sub-Section 2.3
 Soils
(1) Sustainability Narrative
Soils are a precious resource and maintaining their health and avoiding their erosion is critical for a wide range of ecological functions that are essential for food, human health, wildlife, and the character of our landscapes. Soil is a habitat harbouring a wealth of life forms as well as a medium that is crucial for water quality. It is also the repository of many important historic environment features. Soil is increasingly recognised as having a key role in tackling climate change through its ability to capture and store carbon – and the vast reserves of carbon which it might release.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The 2006 proposal from the EU Commission for a European Directive on Soils has so far been rejected by the Council of Ministers.

· The 2009 Scottish Soils Framework was welcomed by LINK. It recognises for the first time the need for specific soil related policies.   
· Given the urgent need for enhancing the condition of many of Scotland’s soils, it is imperative that the outcomes and actions outlined in the Framework document are treated with due urgency. A gap analysis must be conducted so that any actions not yet identified can be formulated in order to fulfil all of the proposed outcomes. 
· Rigorous scrutiny and monitoring of the outcomes and actions of the Scottish Soils Framework is critical. The state of Scotland’s organic soils is of particular importance along with the maintenance of carbon sequestration potential of all soils. Urgent action should be taken, in particular, to tackle the issues of the quality of our peatlands. The relationship between soil quality and biodiversity needs to be better understood.
· Scottish Government’s draft report on Proposals and Policies as part of their Low Carbon Scotland initiative relates.  See Table 14 page 118 at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/18104445/15 for relevant proposals. 

(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	· Account for greenhouse gas savings for peatland restoration in the next reporting round of the Kyoto protocol.
	

	E.U.


	· A European Union Directive on Soils must be passed.
	Financial support, through the CAP, should be dependent on compliance with the Directive.

	U.K.


	· The UK should support an EU Soils Directive and ensure it is effectively implemented.
· Ban on peat extraction for horticulture.
· Further research secured to understand ecosystem services from soil.
	

	Scotland


	· Efficient and comprehensive soil monitoring mechanisms in place.
· Ensure that support payments through CAP depend on appropriate contributions to enhancing soil health and quality. Eg. GAEC and basic farm sustainability payment and/or compulsory Soil Management Plan as part of cross compliance.
· All SRDP options designed to ensure soil functioning is improved.
· Funding for urgent work on peatland to restore at least 600,000ha of peat bog is required.
· Ban on peat extraction for use in horticulture and development of alternatives 

	

	Local Councils


	· Councils fulfilling local Biodiversity Action Plan commitments for carbon-rich soil based habitats.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

RSPB Scotland

Scottish Wildlife Trust

Soil Association Scotland
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