The LINK Manifesto
Section 3: Education and Lifelong Learning 

Sub-Section 3.1

 Schools
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
By the time a child who entered school in 2009 (the year the Climate Change Act came into force) is old enough to leave school, they will live, hopefully, in a society emitting only 50% of the carbon emissions we do now.  To achieve this, simply building knowledge and skills is not enough to prepare young people to live a sustainable life.  Values – what is considered to be important and worthwhile – and attitudes – what is considered acceptable and unacceptable – will also need to be addressed.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The Scottish Climate Change Act (2009) commits Scotland to a 42% cut in emissions by 2020 and an 80% cut in emissions by 2050%; the second Scottish Action Plan for the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2010-2014) set out actions to build capacity for sustainable development through education; the Curriculum for Excellence sets out the sustainable development knowledge and skills to be taught in schools; and continued government support for Eco-Schools has ensured that almost all Scottish schools participate in the programme.

· The developments in legislation and policy have had an impact on the profile of sustainable development education and ensured that progress has been made.  However sustainable development continues to be carried forward by committed individuals within schools rather than schools as a whole.
The most effective way to equip young people to lead sustainable lives is for all schools to embed sustainability across the curriculum, campus and culture of the school.  This whole school approach to sustainability also has a positive impact on behaviour, engagement with learning and levels of achievement. Despite this win-win, political parties have not developed policies that promote the emergence of Sustainable Schools.  
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government


	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	Scotland


	· Establish a definition and policies for all schools to be sustainable schools within five years.
· Establish a national programme to train all Head Teachers in ‘Leading a Sustainable School’.
· Establish a ‘Sustainable Schools’ professional development programme for all practising teachers. 

· Ensure teacher training meets the Professional Standards sustainable development criteria.
· An entitlement for all pre-school and primary pupils to outdoor education at least once a week.
	· Build capacity for leading sustainable schools into the Qualification for Headship criteria
· Strengthen the sustainable development content of initial teacher education


	Local Councils


	· Sustainable design and build principles are incorporated throughout the Scottish school estate with measures to ensure these become part of schools’ learning resources.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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