The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 3: Education and Lifelong Learning 

Sub-Section 3.2
Higher Education/Teacher Education
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Implementation of Scotland’s new ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ provides a unique opportunity to ensure that all current, pre-service and newly-qualified educators are prepared to put sustainability and global citizenship at the core of their learning and teaching.  There is, however, evidence that teachers are not yet being fully equipped to meet this challenge. WWF research
 has shown that Scotland’s teacher education universities have not fully integrated sustainable development and global citizenship into their Initial Teacher Education provision.
Recent research indicates that effective sustainable development and global citizen education is dependent on three key factors:

· Teachers being confident in their own knowledge and understanding of sustainable development and global citizenship issues.

· Teachers being confident in the use of the learning and teaching strategies that have been found to deliver effective sustainable development and global citizen education.

· Teachers and schools having effective processes for curriculum and whole school planning to ensure sustainable development and global citizen education are embedded in both learning and teaching and the wider ethos and functioning of the school.
(2) Policy Context: 

· The second Scottish Action Plan for the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2010-2014) set out actions to build capacity for sustainable development through schools, universities and colleges; the Curriculum for Excellence sets out a framework for what is required in teacher education  by setting out the sustainable development knowledge and skills to be taught in schools; the Standard for Initial Teacher Education (2006) makes clear reference to the need for trainee teachers to have knowledge and understanding of sustainable development.  

· The current Review of Teacher Education in Scotland is considering the best arrangements for the full continuum of teacher education in Scotland and offers an opportunity to ensure that sustainable development is fully embedded.
· The developments in legislation and policy have had an impact on the profile of sustainable development education and ensured that progress has been made.  However sustainable development and global citizenship continue to be carried forward by committed individuals within the seven Initial Teacher Education Universities rather than ITE as a whole. 
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	Scotland


	· Establish a national programme to train all Head Teachers in ‘Leading a Sustainable School’

· Ensure teacher training meets the Professional Standards’ global citizenship and  sustainable development criteria.
· Train teachers - work with the General Teaching Council for Scotland to make sure all accredited teacher training courses equip student teachers to effectively undertake sustainable development education.
	· Build capacity for leading sustainable schools into the Qualification for Headship criteria

· Strengthen the sustainable development content of initial teacher education

	Local Councils
	
	


(4) LINK Publications: 

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 

Date: 23.03.2011 

� Inskipp, C: Sustainable Development in Scotland’s Universities’ Teacher Education provision, WWF Scotland, 2007
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