The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 4: Health and Wellbeing

Sub-Section 4.2 
Waste & Litter
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Globally, if we all consumed resources at the rate we do in Scotland we would need three planets to supply the resources and absorb the waste. Scotland produces 20 million tonnes of ‘waste’ each year (17 of commercial, industrial, construction and demolition waste and 3 of household waste). The majority of this ends up in landfill. This pattern constitutes a huge one way flow of valuable raw materials and is a significant contributor to our climate emissions as a result of both landfill methane and huge quantities of energy consumed in extracting, processing and transporting new materials. Just one third of Scotland’s household, commercial and industrial waste is recycled and less than half of Scotland’s construction and demolition waste is recycled. Much of this ‘waste’ could be avoided with greater efforts to minimise the amount of waste materials we produce and maximise re-use and recycling of these valuable raw materials. The average household is responsible for producing 1.2 tonnes of waste each year, with each person responsible for producing 583 kg per year. All of this is unsustainable.
(2) Policy Context: 

· In 2003 the Scottish Government published a National Waste Plan which included a commitment to recycle 25% of Scotland’s household waste by 2006 and 55% by 2020 and introduce kerbside recycling for 90% of households by 2020. The original National Waste Strategy (1999) proposed a target to reduce household waste by 1% per year and in the 2003 National Waste Plan the Government dropped this to a target to stabilise the growth of household waste by 2010.

· Since the National Waste Plan was produced Scotland has made progress in household waste recycling and is now achieving a recycling and composting rate of 33%. Elsewhere in Europe many countries are already achieving rates of between 60 and 70% and many local authorities in England are achieving rates between 50%  and 60% of household waste.
· The EU Waste Framework Directive creates a new route map for waste and resource use policy in Europe. The Directive set targets to recycle 50% of some streams of household waste (glass, paper, plastics, metals) and 70% of construction and demolition waste by 2020. The Directive also requires mandatory waste prevention plans to be produced and has to be transposed into law by December 2010.
· In June 2010 the Scottish Government published a Zero Waste Plan which sets out a commitment to develop waste prevention programmes for all waste and recycle 70% of all of Scotland’s by 2025. To date no comprehensive programme or targets have been established to reduce waste arisings from the commercial, industrial and construction sectors despite these making up the bulk of Scotland’s waste
(3) Policy Targets and Action
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	E.U.


	· Develop European policy on product design, designed to phase out residual waste. 

· Extend producer responsibility to support to phasing out of residual wastes.
	 

	U.K.
	· Introduce an incineration levy to complement the landfill tax.

· Escalate the landfill tax as a further incentive for greater recycling and waste reduction.
· Introduce a levy for hard to recycle products.
	 

	Scotland


	· Introduce a requirement for the separation of all waste at source to support recycling and re-use.

· Introduce a landfill and incineration ban for recyclable waste streams.

· Set out a credible waste prevention plan to cover household, commercial and construction sectors in order to cut waste volumes in half by 2020.

· Enable a network of anaerobic digestion facilities to be put in place to process organic waste.

· Introduce ‘pay as you throw’ for residual non-recycled or composted waste.

· Develop a Marine Litter Strategy to address coastal and marine debris and meet commitments in the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive.

· Introduce chewing gum levy with income hypothecated to cover cost of clean up.

· Increase fines for fly tipping and use of fines for littering by environmental wardens
	· Deliver recycling and composting rates for all of Scotland’s waste of at least 80% by 2020.

	Local Councils


	· Implement waste charging.

· Ensure every household has kerbside recycling provision by 2015.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 

· Response to Scottish Government Zero Waste Consultation (Nov 2009): www.scotlink.org/public/policy/consultations
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· WWF Scotland

· Friends of the Earth Scotland

· Marine Conservation Society

· Living Streets

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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