Section 6: Crime and Policing
Sub-Section 6.1 
Environmental & Wildlife Crime
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Some environmentally damaging activities or omissions have been declared so “wicked or reckless” that Parliaments have passed laws to make them criminal. If any part of the criminal law is systemically breached or not prosecuted with rigour, the criminal act or omission is encouraged – to the damage of the things that the law seeks to protect. In the case of environmental and wildlife crime in Scotland the things to be protected are the environmental safety of our citizens and our common heritage, the beauty and diversity of our country, and the wildlife that is an integral part of it. Any country that obtains a reputation for allowing the systemic breach of such laws will undermine its reputation and, in the case of Scotland, that will do immense harm to tourism, our largest economic activity, and other industries dependent upon our image.
(2) Policy Context: 
· Environmental crime with regard to pollution and threats to people’s safety is governed by the series of Acts and Regulations largely overseen and enforced by SEPA. Wildlife crime such as bird poisoning, badger baiting or the theft of wild plants is governed by the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 and a series of other Acts )including the Wildlife & Natural Environment Act (awaiting Royal consent), and is largely enforced by the Police.
· Serious doubts continue as to the efficacy of the enforcement of both environmental and wildlife laws in Scotland with evidence of frequent and systemic breaches, seriously limited expertise and resources within the justice system in handling such crimes, and penalties that undermine strategies to prevent the commission of the crimes.
· Inefficient enforcement undermines Scotland’s domestic and international reputation as a country with a pristine environment, and damages the long term prospects of the tourism, food and drinks industries which are a massive part of our economy. Recent efforts to strengthen enforcement remain to be proven effective
· Consideration should now be given to the creation of a Scottish Environmental Court, specialising in environmental and wildlife laws in order to improve enforcement and deterrence.
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	· Strengthened implementation of the CITES Convention.
	

	E.U.


	· Vigilance with regard to new threats to people’s safety from pollution and loss of biodiversity.
	

	U.K.


	
	

	Scotland


	· Publish a white paper on establishing an Environmental Court with suitable powers and resources.
· Instruct Scottish Natural Heritage to take a more assertive role against wildlife crime.
	· Improve enforcement and deterrence within the justice system.

	Local Councils


	
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
· List the relevant LINK publications or briefings

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· This part will be completed by the Editor after the text is finalised.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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