The LINK Manifesto

Section 7: The Economy
Sub-Section 7.3 
Planning

(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Poorly designed development, particularly if badly sited, can cause environmental harm.  However, good quality development can enhance the environment.  The land use planning system provides a regulatory framework to control development in the long term public interest and is therefore a critical tool in helping to achieve sustainability.

(2) Policy Context: 

· The majority of the land use planning system in Scotland is implemented by the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 and the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006

· Planning permission is almost always required before development can take place.

· Planning consent can also be ‘deemed’ to be granted through other legislation.  For example, large scale energy developments are granted consent under the Electricity Act 1989, which automatically grants ‘deemed’ planning consent.  However, planning policy is usually a material consideration in decision making under other legislation and the process is usually similar.  This section is therefore also relevant to developments considered under other legislation.

· Some development is automatically permitted under planning legislation without the need to apply for planning permission.  This is known as Permitted Development.  Some types of development that can be Permitted Development can result in significant effects on the environment.  For example, tracks, buildings and quarries created for agricultural purposes.  This type of development is also considered in this section.
· Planning authorities (the local authority or national park authority for an area) are required to prepare and publish development plans.  Planning decisions must be made in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  Development plans are therefore very important in trying to ensure development is sustainable.

· National planning policy is set out in the National Planning Framework (NPF), Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), Designing Places and Designing Streets.

(3) Policy Targets and Action:

	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	
	

	E.U.
	
	

	U.K.
	
	

	Scotland
	· NPF3 includes strong commitments to deliver sustainability.  National developments will contribute fully towards delivering sustainable development and have been properly assessed and consulted upon before being included.

· SPP has been further developed to ensure the planning system delivers sustainable development.

· A full review of permitted development rights has been carried out and additional safeguards introduced to ensure that the environmental impact of ‘permitted development’ developments can be fully scrutinised before development happens.
	· There is real evidence of development on the ground contributing to sustainable development.

	Local Planning Authorities
	· Sustainability principles are imbedded within all new development plans 

· Planning decisions are being made in accordance with the sustainability policies in development plans

· Planning consents are monitored and enforced to ensure new development is constructed in accordance with planning consents 

· All local planning authorities have access to specialist advice on the natural and cultural heritage and the advice is taken into account in planning decisions and plan making.


	· Real evidence of improved quality of new development both in terms of individual new developments and the pattern of new development.


(4) LINK Publications: 

Publications and Consultation Responses from LINK’s planning taskforce can be found at www.scotlink.org
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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