
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto

Section 8: Energy
Sub-Section 8-1
Energy Generation

(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases to prevent global temperatures rising 1.5°C above preindustrial level is the only way to be confident of halting climate change. In 2007 the energy sector, including transport, generated 88% of Scotland’s greenhouse gas emissions.  If Scotland is to reduce its emissions at the necessary rate and meet its 80% target, we will need to see an immediate and sustained transformation in the generation, distribution and use of energy.  This transformation of our energy system provides the opportunity to secure real social, environmental and economic benefits.  Fuel poverty should no longer be a burden on anyone in Scotland, a major source of greenhouse gas emissions should be massively reduced and individuals and communities can enjoy the economic opportunities to generate and sell electricity while also no longer wasting money through poorly insulated properties.

(2) Policy Context: 
· Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009.
· Scottish Government policy to decarbonise the power sector by 2030.
· Current target of 80% of total electricity consumption by 2020.

· UK consultation on electricity market reform.
· Publication of electricity generation statement by Scottish Government.
· Commitment by UK Coalition Government to introduce an Emissions Performance Standard.
· Acceleration in offshore renewable technology and generation potential.

(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	Local
	· By 2012 ensure all local authorities produce a heat map describing community and public sector renewable heat potential across the region.  
	· This map should then provide the basis for provision of community renewable heat and the conversion of current public sector heat demand to renewable heat sources by 2020.

	Scotland


	· By 2011 all political parties should commit to decarbonising our electricity supply by 2030.  

· All political parties should reject any new partially unabated coal or gas plants proposed for Scotland, or new nuclear energy generation.

· The next Scottish Government should introduce new legal standards setting a CO2 limit of 300g/kWh emissions for all new generating plants which have yet to secure planning consent.  

· The current 2020 renewables electricity consumption target should be increased to set a target of at least 100% by 2020.

· Planning guidance should be revised to require the provision of decentralised heat and electricity provision for all new developments above X number of buildings.
	· Emissions standards for new and existing plants should be tightened to require all generating capacity within the UK or supplying electricity to the UK to emit less than 100g/kWh of heat or electricity produced from 2025 at the very latest, and earlier if possible.

· A target of 100% renewable electricity generation by 2030 should be set.

	UK
	
	

	International/EU
	
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
Relevant Scottish Environment LINK Publications;
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Avoiding Conflict in the Marine Environment (2010)
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Time to Act on Climate Change (2008) 
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Bioenergy in the UK - Turning Green Promises into Environmental Reality (2007)

Further Scottish Environment LINK Publications are available on our website www.scotlink.org
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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