
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 6: Crime and Policing
Sub-Section 6.3 
Anti-Social Behaviour and Graffiti
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Anti-social behaviour affecting our environment includes littering, vandalism, graffiti and fly-posting, dumping rubbish, abandoned cars and misuse of fireworks. They all contribute to feelings of fear. Feelings of both pleasure and personal security are of vital importance to people making use of our environment. We have to reduce both crime - and the fear of crime - if people are to feel safe on our streets, in our parks and on public transport. If we don’t reduce these fears, people will not use these public spaces and our environment will suffer. Design, lighting and maintenance all have a role to play in helping tackle anti-social behaviour and graffiti. Subways, under-passes and secluded passages are, in particular, strongly associated with fear of crime. 
(2) Policy Context: 
· In March 2009, the Scottish Government and COSLA jointly published their Framework for tackling antisocial behaviour, 'Promoting Positive Outcomes'.

· The ‘Secured by Design’ initiative promotes design of our communities that reduces the opportunities for anti-social behaviour.

· Designing Streets’ was published in March 2010 - the first policy statement for street design, to be adopted by all Scottish local authorities and which prioritises safer environments. 
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	
	

	E.U.
	
	

	U.K.
	· Consider the introduction of a tax on chewing gum, hypothecated to pay for costs of clear up.
	

	Scotland


	· Provide sufficient resources to councils for effective maintenance, including street lighting improvements, regular cutting-back of overhanging bushes and rapid removal of graffiti.
· Introduce a planning presumption against subways and underpasses in our towns and cities.
	· Replacement of subways with street-level crossing places

	Local Councils


	· Work in partnership with local communities and the police to tackle anti-social behaviour.

· Encourage use of planting to block access to surfaces at risk of graffiti.

· Gather data on asb hotspots, monitor impacts of interventions and communicate results to local communities.

· Provide diversionary activities and make links with employment agencies to increase employment opportunities.

· Target rapid removal of graffiti, especially in areas of deprivation.
· Expand use and enforcement of Fixed Penalty Notices for littering and dog fouling.
· Increase use of Green roofs on publicly funded buildings such as primary schools to reduce damage from fire raising and reduce maintenance costs. 
· 
	· Improve design of our communities with the creation of more natural surveillance and active frontages to make people feel safer.


(4) LINK Publications: 
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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