The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 10: Sustainable Land Use

Sub-Section 10.2

 Agriculture
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Agriculture uses 55-60% of Scotland’s land surface. The types of agricultural activities carried out are therefore of key importance in helping or hindering our ability to meet environmental targets – as well as being a vital economic, social and cultural part of Scottish life.
(2) Policy Context
· In Scotland, land use (including agriculture) is the second largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions (20%) and diffuse pollution from agriculture is a barrier to meeting water quality targets. Scotland’s agricultural systems are, however, less intensive than many in Europe. Most is rough grazing. We have a high proportion of High Nature Value farming which provides biodiversity and landscape benefits.

· The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was established in 1957 with an aim to increase production. In the early 2000s, the link between production and payments was cut. The CAP is now divided into two pillars - Pillar 1 funds direct payments (the Single Farm Payment (SFP) in Scotland) - Pillar 2 is Rural Development payments.

· The SFP is a historically based payment in Scotland. Those managing the most productive areas during the reference period still receive the largest amounts of funding. It is weakly tied to environmental delivery through cross compliance.

· Rural Development funds are better directed at the delivery of public goods especially the Rural Priorities scheme which provides payments for targeted agri-environment management. 

· LINK supports further fundamental reform: a series of tiered payments aimed at delivering the public goods which are otherwise undersupplied by the market. These would include a base payment with conditions attached, payments for High Nature Value farming (HNV) and targeted agri-environment schemes.
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 

	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	
	

	E.U.


	· Agree a new CAP for the next financial period which better rewards the provision of environmental public goods.
	· Ensure all public money to land management is directed towards securing a long-term secure supply of environmental public goods 

	U.K.


	· Develop a UK position that reflects the conditions in the different UK countries and allows negotiation with EU Member States.

· Negotiate a better deal for the UK countries for Rural Development funds 

· Retain funds for agri-environment at at least current levels
	· Ensure a decent level of co-financing of European programmes long term. 

· Link funds provided better with the public goods delivered

	Scotland


	· Develop a future CAP position that allows us to maximise natural benefits we have (HNV farming, green image).

· Move to area based SFP and strengthen cross compliance.

· Tie LFASS better to HNV systems.

· Target RDC funds better and fund targeted agri-environment at at least current levels.
	· Ensure decent levels of co-financing over long term. 

· Link funds provided better with the public goods delivered. 
· Reward HNV systems better.

	Local Councils


	· Engage in regionalisation of the Rural Development programmes. 
· Engage with land managers to provide services e.g. flood management.
	· Make the links between land management and provision of further services e.g. good quality landscape, tourism and recreational access.
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(4) LINK Publications: 

· LINK Brian Pack Inquiry Response (2009)

· LINK (2008) Beyond the CAP: towards a sustainable land use policy that works for Scotland

All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

To be completed.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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