The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 9: Transport
Sub-Section 9.6 
Aviation
(1) Sustainability Narrative
Aviation is one of the fastest growing sources of CO2 contributing to climate change. It accounts for 13% of UK climate damage, including warming effects at high altitude. Between 1990 and 2006, Scottish CO2 emissions from aviation have risen by approximately 185%.  In recent years, emissions have been growing at over 10% a year. Aviation is a fossil fuel dependent sector, with efficiency improvements (at around 1-2% per year) outstripped by rates of growth. Demand management and transport modal shift are both vital to reduce emissions from flying. Aviation must take a fair share of our carbon reduction effort, helping Scotland to meet climate change targets.  Ignoring aviation would place far too great a burden on the other sectors of the Scottish economy to make up the shortfall.
(2) Policy Context
· The Climate Change (Scotland) Act (2009) includes emissions from aviation.
· The UK Climate Change Act (2008) does not specifically cover aviation emissions.
· The UK Government’s Air Transport White Paper (2003) is seriously out of date as a policy framework.
· The Committee on Climate Change (CCC) published an aviation report  in December 2009.
· The Heathrow Judicial Review ruling called for a review of ATWP in line with climate change developments.
· The UK Coalition Government has scrapped the commitment of the previous administration build new South East England runways (Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted).
· UK aviation policy is currently under review with top line directions to be announced in Autumn 2010.
(3) Policy Targets and Action:

	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	Scotland


	· Announce a clear policy target that as a minimum aviation emissions must return to 2005 levels by 2050. 
· Impose moratorium on further airport expansion.

· Public sector commitment to rule out use of domestic flights between mainland Scotland and England. 
· Public sector commitment to significantly increase use of videoconferencing as an alternative to domestic flights.

· Prioritise support for domestic tourism to boost Scottish/UK economy.
	

	UK
	· Overhaul 2003 Air Transport White Paper in line with climate change developments.

· Strengthen aviation  taxation by first increasing Air Passenger Duty, later charging per plane tax.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
· Time to Act on Climate Change (2008)

· LINK Response to Scotland's National Transport Strategy (2006)
All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
To be added.

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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