The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 12 Biodiversity
Sub-Section 12.1 
Biodiversity Action
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Conserving biodiversity is not an optional extra but is at the centre of sustainable development. In Scotland it has been slotted, however, into the nature conservation “silo”. Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), the government’s “biodiversity champion”, has been left to struggle with the issue alone. If we are to lead by example in delivering sustainable development, biodiversity conservation must be seen as an activity that all public bodies should be engaged in (as is their legal duty), alongside committed non-governmental organisations and local communities.
The growing membership of biodiversity NGOs and increasing volunteer involvement in their citizen science work, shows there is widespread and increasing public support for biodiversity conservation. Biodiversity work must re-focus on taking action in the field (on land and at sea)
(2) Policy Context: 
· Biodiversity conservation in Scotland is currently based upon the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, enshrined in the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, which created also, a duty on all public bodies to further the conservation of biodiversity. The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy includes a list of priority species and habitats to be conserved, and requires a 3 yearly implementation report to Parliament. 

· Progress towards the vision outlined in the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy has stalled. The biodiversity process in Scotland has become mired in bureaucratic processes, where drawing up plans has become more important than taking the actions required to achieve progress. The result is that very little movement towards biological targets is being made on the ground. Where progress has been made, it is not thanks to the official process but due to the determined efforts of the different organisations, agencies and individuals involved. To many of us, the ‘biodiversity process’ in Scotland does not seems to have added anything to what would have been going on anyway.
· There is a lack of leadership in government, an over-emphasis on process rather than supporting action on the ground and little integration of biodiversity into government policy and delivery areas. For example, the contribution of the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) towards meeting national biodiversity targets appears to be minimal. This is because funding allocations within the programme are too low,  and regional priorities do not match national priorities. This problem is compounded by the fact that very little biological monitoring of the impact of the SRDP is taking place so we also do not know whether we are getting value for money. This lack of leadership and a comprehensive approach is one of the main reasons Scotland did not meet the 2010 target to halt the loss of biodiversity.
· Local Biodiversity Action Partnerships (LBAPs) in Scotland are becoming less effective at delivering for biodiversity at a local level, as they are under-funded by Councils and the number of local biodiversity officers continues to fall. Biodiversity Officers have a key role in helping ensure that Local Authorities deliver their biodiversity duty across the full range of council functions. LINK is also concerned that lack of funding has meant that some LBAPs do not give sufficient weight to national priority species and habitats  
· The Wildlife and Natural Environment Act passed by Parliament in 2011 has improved some areas of the law with regard to biodiversity conservation. The issues of non-native invasive species, species licensing and muirburn, wildlife crime and deer management are being tackled with varying degrees of success. 
(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	Scotland on track to be a world leader in biodiversity conservation
	Scotland a world leader in biodiversity conservation

	E.U.


	
	

	U.K.


	
	

	Scotland


	· The biodiversity duty on public bodies should be strengthened and its implementation better scrutinized.
· Biodiversity work must re-focus on taking action on the ground, and SNH’s top priority be made delivering biodiversity outcomes rather than community engagement.
· Better support must be given to those doing biodiversity conservation work in the field. 
· Better use should be made of the products of “citizen science” and volunteers, and greater support provided by government agencies to such efforts.
· Greater priority must be given to biodiversity within the SRDP. 
· 
	· Biodiversity is established as a key indicator of sustainable development.
· All land use and marine strategies must contain clear commitments to national biodiversity targets.

	Local Councils


	· Each Local Authority must support an active LBAP partnership and ideally employ a biodiversity officer.

· LBAP plans must list all national priority species and habitats that occur within their authority area.

· Councils must manage green spaces more effectively for biodiversity 
	· Local Councils are active champions of biodiversity, recognizing the irreplaceable contribution it makes to local sustainable development and social well-being
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(4) LINK Publications: 
Delivering the Goods (2008) - How Scotland’s Environmental Charities are Implementing the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy
All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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