The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 9: Transport
Sub-Section9.3 
Cycling
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Cycling is a relatively cheap mode of transport, and it is a fun and easy way of maintaining good health.  According to the Scottish Household Survey, 73% of driver journeys are under 10km, making cycling a realistic option for most trips.  A switch in people’s travel behaviour towards walking, cycling and public transport could play an important role in reducing carbon emissions and help Scotland to have a more active population, leading to a range of social, environmental and economic benefits.
(2) Policy Context: 
· In three recent policy announcements the Scottish Government has recognised the role of walking, cycling and public transport in cutting carbon emissions and improving public health – the Cycling Action Plan for Scotland (CAPS), Designing Streets: a policy statement for Scotland and Preventing Overweight & Obesity in Scotland: a route map towards healthy weight.
· In England, the Sustainable Travel Demonstration Towns project (Darlington, Peterborough and Worcester) predicts that four out of five local trips can be made by walking, cycling and public transport by 2020. In addition, the Chief Medical Officer for England & Wales has recently called for an eight-fold increase in cycling.

· In the UK the Foresight Report acknowledged the need to improve public health by investing in transforming our urban realm to make it more attractive for waling and cycling.
· Worldwide, the Toronto Charter calls for a pledge by all developed nations to increase levels of walking and cycling to help combat obesity.  
(3) Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	· All developed nations to sign the Toronto Charter.
	· Modal share of 10% for cycling throughout the developed world.

	E.U.
	· All EU nations to have signed the Brussels Charter.
	· Modal share of 20% for cycling throughout the EU.

	U.K.
	· All sizeable communities become Sustainable Travel Towns.
	· Modal share of 10% for cycling throughout the UK.

	Scotland
	· Adoption and successful delivery of CAPS throughout Scotland.
· Continue and expand the Smarter Choices, Smarter Places sustainable travel towns initiative and Cycling, Walking, Safer Streets Funding.

· Prioritise access to stations by bicycle.

· Create continuous cycling corridors along busy routes.
	· Modal share of 10% for cycling in Scotland.
· Ring fence 10% of transport budgets towards walking and cycling.

· Improve integration of cycling and public transport.

	Local Councils
	· Adoption and successful delivery of CAPS by all COSLA members.
	· Modal share of 15% for cycling in Scotland’s major cities.


(4) LINK Publications: 
All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
· To be added.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 

Date: 27.10.2010 

[image: image1.jpg]


LINK Manifesto

Section 9.3
- 1 -



