The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto

Section 4: Health and Well-Being

Sub-Section 4.3 
Drinking Water
(1) Sustainability Narrative:  

A sustainable water supply is essential to life and we rely on it for drinking water, to grow food, sustain our industries and recreational activities.  The water industry in Scotland uses ‘end of pipe’ treatment solutions to provide a safe and clean supply of drinking water.  Land management practices that reduce pollution of the water environment can lower treatment costs and reducing leakage can help to alleviate impacts on the water environment by minimising unnecessary abstraction and reducing carbon emissions and costs arising from the treatment process.   Maintaining healthy peatlands is a good example of how sustainable land management can benefit drinking water supply.  The majority of Scotland’s drinking water comes from peatland-dominated catchments, and water from degraded peatland habitats becomes more discoloured with Dissolved Organic Carbon (DOC).  Removing DOC to achieve clear drinking water is a costly process and, therefore, restoring peatlands to reduce DOC in water is advantageous.               

(2)  Policy Context:
· The Water Industry (Scotland) Act 2002 and the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 place a requirement on Scottish Water (SW) to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and the CC Act Public Bodies duties require SW to reduce GHG emissions and adapt to climate change in the most sustainable way.

· Under ‘Quality & Standards 3’ covering the period 2006-2014, Scottish Ministers have set objectives for SW to ensure they maintain and deliver improvements to drinking water quality, the environment and customer service.

· In the Water Industry Commission for Scotland (WICS) strategic review of water charges (Final Determination 2010-2015), WICS announced that Scottish Water will be resourced to invest in renewable energy and to undertake sustainable land management within catchments.  

· LINK has no view on the ownership of Scotland’s water industry.  Regardless of whether Scotland’s water supply is kept in public ownership or made private, we seek commitment to sustainability and an industry that invests in sustainable land management to improve raw water quality; reduces leakage (in order to avoid unnecessary abstraction and energy use) and focuses further on climate change mitigation and adaptation measures.     

(3)  Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	… within 5 years
	… longer term

	Scotland
	· Leakage must be reduced and there must be commitment and funding for sustainable catchment management that delivers multiple benefits (e.g. raw water quality, reduced emissions, climate change adaptation, WFD, flood risk and biodiversity objectives).

· Diffuse pollution from agricultural sources and sewage pollution is reduced through regulatory enforcement.

· Efficient water use among domestic and business consumers is encouraged.
	· Ensure furtherance of sustainable land management and climate change mitigation and adaptation within the water industry.

	Local Councils
	· Encourage efficient use among domestic and business consumers and promote water-efficiency measures in new and existing developments.
	


(4)  LINK Publications:

· LINK (2006) Briefing Paper “Living within environmental limits”
All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5)  LINK Members in support and with expertise
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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