The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto

Section 10: Sustainable Land use
Sub-Section 10.2 
Forestry
(1) Sustainability Narrative:  
Forests and woodland can be one of our richest habitats for wildlife and biodiversity, for recreation and for the rural economy. Scotland’s forests have been expanded massively since WWII, but in the process we have learnt much about the economic and environmental dangers of planting vast areas of monoculture non-native species - and important habitats, such as peat bogs and ancient woodlands have been seriously damaged. Forests cover only 18 per cent of Scotland’s land (Europe 44%) and there is a Scottish Government commitment to increase woodland cover to 25 per cent by 2050. 

Woodland creation for carbon sequestration, biomass and industry has become a key rural policy driver in recent years. There has been concern that this is at the expense of the delivery of a broader range of multiple public benefits including: native woodland creation, climate change adaptation; enhanced species and habitat biodiversity; protection of the historic environment; and space for recreation and health. Woodland expansion and management must still be carried out in an environmentally sustainable manner. This includes short rotation forestry for biomass, flood attenuation planting, farm woodlands and native woods as well as forestry plantations.
(2)  Policy Context:
· In 2006 the Scottish Government launched the Scottish Forestry Strategy. It included: a 25% coverage target; full integration with other rural and urban land uses; adaptation to climate change (including a major contribution to fully functioning and adaptable ecosystems); and native woods to comprise 35% of the total forest area.

· In August 2006 the Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme ended and in 2008 a new grant scheme was put in place as part of the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP). While there is a clear political will for new woodland creation, there had been a decline in the rates of new woodland creation under the SRDP (as well as on the National Forest Estate) which has only just in 2011 showed some sign of change. Market uncertainty and land availability continues to be an issues, as does conflicts over farming, forestry and other land uses.

· Carbon sequestration for climate change mitigation became a key policy driver in 2007 - continued in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. There is however still a lack of focus on climate change adaptation. LINK is concerned that Government does not over claim the carbon benefits of tree planting. It must accurately reflect the carbon science, particularly related to soil. 

· The Scottish Government must ensure that forestry policy and practise maintains its sustainable multi-purpose benefits, rather than returning to single objective forestry that may be environmentally damaging. It is important that new forestry practices (such as short rotation forestry for biomass using species like eucalyptus) should be regulated in a precautionary manner to ensure that they contribute to biodiversity retention and climate adaptation.

· All new woodland creation must be appropriately located, designed and managed to benefit, not harm biodiversity and the historic environment.
(3)  Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	… within 5 years
	… longer term

	International
	· Forestry businesses must enter into credible certification schemes to prove that they are being sustainable. Governments need to support this through regulation and procurement policies. 

· Government and businesses in producing and consuming countries need to end illegal logging and un-regulated trade in timber and pulp.
	· Governments, especially in regions where forests are under threat, need to develop and implement effective land use planning policies that identify and protect areas of high conservation value important to people and wildlife. 



	E.U
	· Find mechanisms to support member states’ existing woodland protection measures.

· Ensure that forestry funding remains an integrated part of the Rural Development Programme.
	· 

	U.K
	· 
	· 

	Scotland
	· Pursue the doubling of the area of native woodland in Scotland in priority habitats and landscapes.

· Fully protect and enhance Scotland’s ancient and semi-natural woodland.

· Improve the existing SRDP delivery of environmental and social benefits from forestry and ensure that multi-benefit forestry is fully supported in the new SRDP.

· Ensure that all woodland planting, including that for climate change adaptation and mitigation, is not a threat to biodiversity, landscape and the historic environment.

· Facilitate an advisory programme for sustainable woodland manage-ment and creation, including small and low impact managed woods;

· Implement a comprehensive programme to restore priority open ground habitats from forestry;

· Implement a programme for the restoration of ancient woodland, PAWS and wood pasture.
	· Ensure that the Forestry Commission’s research strategy and programmes for knowledge transfer and advice to land managers, are better focused to deliver the Scottish Government’s priorities for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity, the historic environment, landscape and access.

· In relation to native woodland expansion and loss monitoring, a full record of woodland type and biodiversity condition as well as woodland area should be reported annually to Parliament;

· Ensure the significant cumulative environmental impacts of woodland expansion are assessed at a regional and national scale.

	Local Councils
	· Produce a new Forestry and Woodland Strategy based on the new FCS guidance, “The Right Tree in the Right Place”, including urban woodland and street trees.

· * For the 19 LAs located within the Central Scotland Green Network, actively engage with the CSGN delivery plans as they develop.
	


(4)  LINK Publications:

(5)  LINK Members in support and with expertise
· Archaeology Scotland

· Butterfly Conservation

· National Trust for Scotland

· Ramblers Scotland

· RSPB Scotland

· Scottish Native Woods

· Woodland Trust Scotland

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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