
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 5: Communities
Sub-Section 5.4
 Historic Environment
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Heritage is a key factor in many communities’ identity and sense of place. Continuity with the past gives a crucial perspective on sustainability at a time of major environmental and social change.  Maintaining and restoring our heritage can also provide a sustainable alternative to new-build, and aids regeneration.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The 1999 Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance (the Burra Charter) is widely respected worldwide as a leading approach to assessing and managing the significance of heritage places. This places the value of the historic environment in a global context. It sets a standard of practice for those who provide advice, make decisions about, or undertake works to places of cultural significance, including owners, managers and custodians. 
· Though the Aarhus Declaration has recognised the historic environment as a central part of the environmental agenda, it still remains peripheral to the EU environmental agenda.  The Council of Europe has adopted several declarations, notably Valletta, Florence and Faro, which give guidance on protocols.
· A Heritage Bill was proposed by the previous UK administration with competence for England & Wales but fell due to lack of parliamentary time, though the Westminster Government has recently launched its Statement on the Historic Environment for England 2010 containing their vision.
· A Historic Environment (Amendment) Bill was introduced in Scotland in May 2010, but the Bill focuses on the designated assets and not on general duties or creating inventories. While policy is slowly moving forward, the continued emphasis on short term economic benefit of ‘sustainable economic development’ and infrastructure developments means that recognition of historic values and connectedness between the past and present communities is severely underplayed.
· Scottish Government Policy is still very focused on the designated assets, and more emphasis needs to be placed on the 95% of Scotland’s heritage that is not designated. 
· A fully developed Sustainable Land Use Strategy could integrate historic environment interests in a more coherent way.
(3) Policy Targets and Action
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	
	

	E.U.


	· There should be an EU Directive dealing with cultural heritage and the historic environment
	· Marine and land-based heritage concordance should be pursued.

	U.K.


	· Statutory HERs and duty of care for historic environment as part of new Heritage legislation.
	· Simplified heritage legislation and streamlined policy and front-line services

	Scotland


	· There should be a duty on Local Authorities to take historic environment advice, based on a record of knowledge, in their decision making processes and a legislative responsibility on all public bodies to take due regard of the historic environment in exercising their duties.  Access to an online database linked to corresponding area polygons is publicly available.
	· Simplified heritage legislation and streamlined policy and front-line services is required.  The legislative basis for database linked to corresponding polygons must be established.  Concordance between marine and land-based historic environment decision-making is required.

	Local Councils


	· A Historic Environment Service should be supported by every local authority to an agreed national common standard.
	· Simplified and standardised heritage decision making across Scotland is required, based on expert opinion and knowledge concordance between marine and land-based decision-making must be introduced


(4) LINK Publications: 
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· To be added.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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