
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 10: Sustainable Land Use
Sub-Section 10.4
Landscape
(1) Sustainability Narrative:  
Landscape is about the relationship between people and place. It defines our experience of the combination of topography, water, vegetation and the historic environment – and Scotland’s landscape is renowned throughout the world.  Our landscapes enhance our quality of life and our well-being; they give us inspiration and enjoyment. They contain the record of the achievements and failures of those people who went before us, and form a key part of our national, regional and local identity. They are one of the main reasons why people visit Scotland, and so form the essential basis of our tourism industry, and they provide attractive settings which encourage inward investment. Their protection and enhancement are therefore of fundamental importance to Scotland’s environment, society and economy. 
(2) Policy Context: 
· The Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention (ELC) promotes the better protection, management and planning of all landscapes across Europe and establishes the internationally agreed definition of ‘landscape’
· The Countryside (Scotland) Act 1967 remains the principal legislative context for landscape protection in Scotland
· The National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 enables the establishment of National Parks in Scotland

· Section 50 of the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006 provides the statutory basis for the designation and status of National Scenic Areas (NSAs)
· The former Scottish Landscape Forum brought together many public and voluntary bodies with an interest in landscape; its 2007 report Scotland’s Living Landscapes – Landscapes for People demonstrates how the principles of the ELC should be applied in Scotland
· Scottish Planning Policy sets out the role of the planning system in landscape protection, restoration and enhancement (para 125), safeguards for wild land (para 128) and requirements for NSAs (para 137)
· Scottish Natural Heritage’s 2003 policy statement Wildness in Scotland’s Countryside provides further guidance on the importance of wild land and ways to protect and enhance it, including a search area map likely to encompass all the main areas of core wild land

· Scotland’s Landscape Charter (SLC), launched in October 2010, sets out the actions required to implement the ELC in Scotland
· The key policy requirement is for the Scottish Government to endorse the SLC and to drive its implementation
(3) Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	· Promote the ELC
	

	E.U.
	· Promote the ELC
	

	U.K.


	· Integrate landscape concerns into all relevant areas of policy
· Implement the ELC
	

	Scotland


	· Integrate landscape concerns into all relevant areas of policy

· Implement the ELC

· Endorse SLC and drive forward its implementation
· Ensure full protection for core wild land areas and surrounding transition zones

· Establish permanent liaison mechanisms following demise of Scottish Landscape Forum

· Complete and implement SNH Protected Areas Review
	· Legislate for general landscape duty akin to that for nature conservation
· Develop and implement strategy for designating further National Parks



	Local Councils


	· Sign up to SLC
· Review Areas of Great Landscape Value and clearly indicate replacement Local Landscape Areas in all Local Development Plans
	· Implement management strategies for all National Scenic Areas


(4) LINK Publications: 
· Living with the Land, 2009
· The Bigger Picture, 2004

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 
· To be added.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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