The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 9: Transport
Sub-Section 9.5 
Marine Transport
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Marine transport may not be the first use of the sea that comes to mind as regards sustainability in the marine environment, but all aspects of marine transport must embrace sustainability. Marine traffic looks set to increase with the construction and servicing of the rapidly expanding marine renewables sector, and by the same measure, space will become more limited as a consequence of safety exclusion zones around renewable developments. The principles of sustainable development require that environmental sensitivities are taken into strong consideration in all areas associated with marine transport, including ports development, dredging for a variety of reasons (navigation, maintenance etc.) and the carbon footprint of marine transport itself. Other environmental issues arise from the risk of pollution, particularly to sensitive environmental areas, from e.g. ship-to-ship oil transfers.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 set up a marine planning system which must include economic, social and marine ecosystem objectives and objectives relating to the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change. The Act also contains general duties requiring Scottish Ministers and public authorities to act in the best way calculated to further the achievement of sustainable development and the protection and enhancement of the health of the Scottish marine area.

· It is thus vital that marine transport is fully incorporated into the new marine planning system under the Act, to ensure that the cumulative impacts of all aspects of marine activity are within environmental limits. 

· Proposals in recent years to establish new ship-to-ship oil transfer operations in inshore waters have been opposed by communities in parts of Scotland and elsewhere in the UK. Current proposals to regulate ship-to-ship transfers of oil cargo would confine this activity to harbour areas. Although ports policy is devolved, cargo transfers are classed as "shipping", which is a reserved matter, and so regulations can only be passed in Westminster. The latest draft regulations are fit for purpose. It is important that they are passed, so that the activity has appropriate national control.
(3) Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	
	

	E.U.


	
	

	U.K.


	· Ship-to-ship oil transfer draft regulations must be adopted. Activity appropriately controlled to prevent impacts on sensitive sites
	

	Scotland


	· Marine transport must operate in accordance with regional and national marine plans.

· Robust, measurable marine objectives must be set and implemented.
· A strategic approach is taken to port development with the Scottish Government determining the need for additional port capacity proven at the regional and national level and preferred locations determined on the least environmentally damaging options.
	· Emissions from marine transport must be reduced (by shipping tonnage), making a key contribution to Scotland’s emissions reductions targets under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act

	Local Councils


	
	


(4) LINK Publications:
· LINK Consultation response to Merchant Shipping (Ship to Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010 (2010)

All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· To be completed.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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