The LINK Manifesto

Section 2: Climate Change

Sub-Section 2.1
 Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases to prevent global temperatures rising 1.5°C above pre-industrial level is the only way to be confident of avoiding dangerous climate change. If Scotland is to play its full part in preventing dangerous climate change then it must achieve or exceed the annual targets required by the Climate Change Act (Scotland) 2009.  This means that the first, and subsequent statutory Reports on Proposals and Policies must present a credible, transparent and fully funded set of policies that give confidence that the necessary mitigation effort will be achieved.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The Scottish Parliament has passed the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009.
· The Act created a duty upon all public bodies to tackle climate change.

· The Scottish Government published its draft  Report on Proposals and Policies (RPP) in November 2010.

(3) Policy Targets and Action: 
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	Scotland


	· Scotland must achieve each of its annual emission reduction targets and remain on course for 42% by 2020.

· Public sector compliance with the duty under the CC Act must be reported, and independently verified and monitored.

	· Scotland must support mitigation in developing countries, eg through technology transfer and finance. 

· Scotland must achieve the 42% target by 2020 and at least 80% target by 2050.

	UK
	· At least 40 per cent cuts by 2020.
	UK Government must achieve at least an 80% reduction in emissions by 2050.

	EU
	· The EU should immediately raise its current emissions reduction ambition from 20% by 2020 to at least 40% (without the use of international offsetting).
· Improve the efficacy of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme through tougher caps, 100% auctioning, and no leakage.
	

	International
	· Proceed to an international treaty on climate change and fair, ambitious and binding emissions reduction targets.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
· [image: image1.jpg]


Time to act on climate change – a clarion call from Scotland’s environment movement, http://www.scotlink.org/public/work/taskforce.php?id=3
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· FoE Scotland

· RSPB Scotland
· WWF Scotland
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