
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 5:  Communities
Sub-Section 5.5 
National Parks
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
‘National Park’ (NP) is recognised internationally as the highest accolade for places of the greatest importance for natural or cultural heritage, including landscape, wildlife and recreation.  There are about 7,000 NPs worldwide, yet Scotland has only two.  NPs bring visitors to remote areas, benefit farming and fishing interests and generate new economic opportunities.  NPs normally benefit from additional funding and from an agreed plan which encourages positive integrated management of competing pressures, including tourism, conservation, transport, energy, agriculture, forestry and fishing, aiming to safeguard the area’s special qualities for future generations. In Scotland, National Park aims are to:

· conserve and enhance natural and cultural heritage;
· promote sustainable use of natural resources;
· promote public understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the area; and 

· to promote sustainable economic and social development of the area’s communities.
If there is a conflict between the first of these aims and the others, the Park Authority must give greater weight to the first aim.  A National Park can be designated for an area of outstanding national importance for its natural and cultural heritage which has a distinctive character and coherent identity, where this would be the best means of ensuring that the above NP aims are collectively achieved in relation to the area in a co-ordinated way.  
Scotland’s landscapes rank amongst the best in the world, including wild mountains, pristine rivers and lochs, ancient forests, stunning coastline and islands, all rich in wildlife and history.  There are further areas of outstanding importance for landscape and recreation worthy of NP designation beyond the two existing NPs – but we lack an overall agreed national strategy.
(2) Policy Context: 
· The last comprehensive national report into National Park status was The Mountain Areas of Scotland by the former Countryside Commission for Scotland in 1990.
· The National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 enables the establishment of National Parks in Scotland.
· The Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park was established in 2002 and the Cairngorms National Park in 2003.
· An extensive consultation exercise into the possibility of establishing one or more coastal and marine National Parks, carried out by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Scottish Executive in 2006-2007, has so far not led to any firm proposals
· The people of Harris have voted in favour of taking on NP status
· The Scottish Government’s 2008-2009 National Parks Review focussed narrowly on administrative and management issues related to the two existing NP Boards and did not address the issue of creating additional NPs.
· There has been no progress with the National Strategy Group proposed by the Review.
(3) Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International


	· IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas to assess which countries are under-represented in terms of NP status.
	· Press for designation of more NPs in under-represented countries

	E.U.


	· Carry out EU-wide research into role and value of NPs.
	· Encourage member states to designate more NPs in under-represented areas

	U.K.


	· Champion role of NPs in promoting sustainable development and climate change mitigation and adaptation.
	· Work with Scots on potential cross-border NPs in Cheviots and Solway.

	Scotland


	· Establish National Strategy Group and carry out proper review of performance of existing NPs.
· Develop and implement national strategy for designating further NPs.
	· Designate at least three more NPs, including at least one coastal and marine NP.
· Include designation of further NPs as a National Development in NPF3.

	Local Councils


	· Promote benefits of NP status to relevant local communities.
· NP Authorities to review application of Permitted Development rights in NPs
	· Lobby SG for NP status where relevant and where there is local support.


(4) LINK Publications: 
· Protecting Scotland’s Finest Landscapes, 1997
· Living with the Land, 2009
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· To be added
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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