The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 9: Transport
Sub-Section 9.4
Pedestrians
(1) Sustainability Narrative:  

Making walking the natural choice for short journeys is key to improving health and quality of life for every community. Adjusting our travel behaviour will help in reducing carbon emissions, improving health, reducing congestion, reconnecting people to their local communities, improving quality of life and supporting sustainable local economies.  

(2)  Policy Context:

· The Scottish Government is committed to increasing walking levels through the National Transport Strategy.

· Designing Streets: a policy statement for Scotland was published in March 2010, the first policy statement for street design, to be adopted by all Scottish local authorities and which prioritises walking and pedestrians.

· Preventing Overweight & Obesity in Scotland: a route map towards healthy weight was published in February 2010, recognising the need to increase opportunities for people to use more energy through walking, cycling and other forms of physical activity.

· The delivery document for the Climate Change Act features active travel in the 2020 milestones – these are all deliverable targets.

· While policy rhetoric is very supportive, spending decisions and implementation and accepted transport planning orthodoxy continues to prioritise vehicle mobility over people and their quality of life.

· Key priorities are the full implementation of Designing Streets principles, increasing walking to school levels, completion of the National Cycle Network and the expansion of 20mph speed restrictions in built up areas.

(3)  Policy Targets and Action:

	Level of Government
	… within 5 years
	… longer term

	U.K
	· Work with housing developers to increase knowledge of environment for encouraging walking

· Change the orthodoxy of transport planning away from time-savings and towards people-centred planning
	

	Scotland
	· Continue and expand the Smarter Choices, Smarter Places sustainable travel towns initiative and Cycling, Walking, Safer Streets Funding.

· Set specific national targets for journeys to school, work and overall walking levels, through an action plan

· Develop guidance/minimum standards for a walkable school journey.
· Develop guidance for walkable environments and develop a key performance indicator.

· Make 20mph the presumed speed limit in built up areas.

· Introduce new legislation to prevent pavement and dropped kerb parking across Scotland, with enforcement by local authorities.

· Continue to provide Vacant and Derelict Land Fund to regenerate urban areas and relieve pressure from greenbelt development.

· Improve the maintenance of the urban realm to make it fit for purpose.

· Complete the National Cycle Network to key destinations in towns and cities, half of its users are pedestrians.
	· Ring fence 10% of transport budgets towards walking and cycling. 

· Change liability laws to give greater protection to pedestrians and other vulnerable road users.

· Make 20mph the norm in urban areas.



	Local Councils
	· Remove car parking from school playgrounds, creating drop off exclusion zones around schools, and encouraging park and stride points at least 10 minutes’ walk from the school gate with identified safe routes.

· Enforce traffic regulations around schools.

· Implement new legislation on pavement and dropped kerb parking.

· Set targets for removal of unnecessary guardrail from our town centres and residential streets.

· Review local guidance on street design and amend in accordance with Designing Streets policy, requiring absolute compliance from new developments and use of relevant principles in re-design of existing streets.

· Invest in town centre shopping and recreation away from out of town retail centres. 

· 
	· Ring fence 10% of transport budgets towards walking and cycling to improve the pedestrian environment. 

· Tackle air pollution and reduce it back to safe limits in all towns and cities.

· End the creation of out of town retail parks.

· Complete the National Cycle Network.




(4)  LINK Publications:

· LINK Time to Act on Climate Change (2009)

All LINK publications, consultation responses and briefings are available from www.scotlink.org

(5)  LINK Members in support and with expertise

· Ramblers Scotland

· Living Streets

· Sustrans Scotland

You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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