The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto

Section 10: Sustainable Land use
Sub-Section 10.5 
River Basin Management
(1) Sustainability Narrative:  

Scotland’s water environment shapes our landscape, supplies us with drinking water and food, enables us to produce world-class goods and supports recreational activities that are vital for the economy.  However, there are many threats to the water environment, including abstraction, diffuse and point source pollution invasive non-native species and other threats associated with a changing climate.  

(2)  Policy Context:
· The EU Water Framework Directive was transposed into the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003, under which River Basin Management Planning is a requirement.
· A regulatory framework is in place through the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011to control activities that can have a negative impact on the water environment.  Robust enforcement of these regulations is key to meeting good ecological status targets.

· The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 introduced duties to deliver sustainable flood management.  This provides opportunities for habitat restoration and creation that contribute to flood management and bring positive benefits for water quality, biodiversity while facilitating climate change adaptation.

(3)  Policy Targets and Action:
	Level of Government
	… within 5 years
	… longer term

	E.U
	· Member States have ambitious targets for the first RBMP cycle and are achieving those targets.
	· There is good progress towards meeting ‘good ecological status’ and WFD objectives across the EU. 

· Climate change adaptation is fully embedded in the process to meet WFD targets

	U.K
	· Combat diffuse pollution of water from agriculture through CAP reform in 2013.
	· 

	Scotland
	· Ensure Scotland meets its targets for the 1st RBMP cycle. 

· Ensure alignment between RBMP and Flood Risk Management Planning (FRMP) processes.

· Sufficient funding must be available for restoration, without reliance on oversubscribed SRDP.

· There must be strong enforcement of the regulations relating to the water environment.

· Greater use of natural flood management techniques and established sites for demonstration and advocacy

· Stakeholdesr fully engaged in the FRMP process
	· Review efficacy of first planning cycle and ensure Scotland can meet the 2nd and 3rd cycle objectives.

· Adequate funding for restoration.

· Ensure climate change adaptation is embedded in RBMP delivery

· Ensure RBMPs align with other objectives including flood risk management, land use planning and so on

	Local Councils
	· Fully engaged in implementation of RBMPs, including pollution reduction and restoration.

· Engaged fully in FRMP and invest resource into NFM and Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems.  The design of SUDS optimises biodiversity and public amenity benefits.
	· Working with land managers in sustainable flood management to help meet flood risk and WFD objectives.


(4)  LINK Publications:
(5)  LINK Members in support and with expertise:
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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