The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto
Section 9: Transport
Sub-Section 9.2 
Roads
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
If we are to reduce carbon emissions in the transport field we must change the main focus of our transport policy away from time-saving on long distance journeys (which are the minority of trips we make and where cutting minutes from a trip justifies massive financial expenditure and resource depletion) towards journeys of under 25 miles, which form the bulk of the trips we make. We must focus our attention on switching people’s travel behaviour towards walking, cycling and public transport, which will also lead to wider environmental and social benefits, especially in terms of health and improvements to the public realm.  If traffic levels decrease people will feel more able to choose to walk and cycle for short journeys.
(2) Policy Context: 
· In a recent publication, Transport Scotland reported that the best cost benefits for transport spending were in the area of behaviour change, i.e. for soft measures designed to engage people to offer them alternatives to the private motor car.
· In Wales a decision was recently taken to cancel a road building scheme to Cardiff Airport and switch funding to soft measures.

· In England, the 20’s Plenty Towns (Portsmouth, Islington, Bristol, etc) report that reducing the 30mph limit to 20mph has had many positive benefits, including fewer roads casualties, reduced carbon emissions and noise pollution and an improvement in people’s quality of life.

· In the UK there is a growing body of evidence, including the Eddington Study for the Department for Transport, challenging the assumption that spending on roads increases economic growth.
· Worldwide, the Stern Report questioned future investment in carbon emitting transport models.  
(3) Policy Targets and Action:

	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	
	

	E.U.
	· Focus EU transport spending on public transport, walking and cycling schemes.
	

	U.K.
	· Reduce the 30mph speed limit to 20mph.

· Reduce national speed limit to 50mph on single carriageways.
	· Massively reduce carbon emissions from road transport

	Scotland
	· Cancel the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route and postpone 2nd Forth Crossing until existing bridge condition is established. 

· Implement Report on Policies and Proposals (RPP) and other measures including re-tolling of road bridges and parking charges at hospitals.
	· Introduce a moratorium on all future roads building

	Local Councils
	· Focus transport spending towards walking, cycling and public transport.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 
· LINK Parliamentary Briefing on Environmental Justice
(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· To be added.
You can find other sections of the LINK manifesto, covering a wide range of environmental areas on our website: http://www.scotlink.org/public/policy/Manifesto.php 
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