
The Scottish Environment LINK Manifesto

Section 13: Justice & Governance

Section 13.5
Strategic Environmental Assessment
(1) Sustainability Narrative: 
In order to achieve sustainable development it is necessary to ensure that the environmental effects of activity are properly considered in decision making.  Whereas the environmental effects of individual project proposals are considered through the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) should ensure that the environmental effects of strategic level decision making are fully considered in the preparation and implementation of plans, programmes and strategies.  SEA should provide a systematic method of considering the likely effects on the environment of plans, programmes and strategies that set a context for future development activity.

(2) Policy Context: 

· Council Directive No. 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (the SEA Directive) aims "to provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development."

· The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 came into force on 20 February 2006.  This extends beyond the scope of the Directive and, for example, also specifically requires the assessment of strategies.

· A failure to undertake SEA could lead to the plan, programme or strategy being quashed by the courts.

· The legislative framework that requires SEA to be carried out in Scotland is one of the most comprehensive.  However, there is limited evidence so far as to the positive effects implementation has had on the environment of Scotland.

(3) Policy Targets and Action:

	Level of Government
	…within 5 years
	…longer term

	International
	· Continued monitoring of international best practice in SEA
	· Continued monitoring of international best practice in SEA

	E.U.
	· Support retention of strong SEA and EIA Directives

· Improve synergies between SEA and other environmental Directives, policy and legislation (but retain requirements for specific assessments and resist review of individual Directives)
	· Support retention of strong SEA and EIA Directives

· Ensure implementation is monitored.

	U.K.
	
	

	Scotland
	· Improved use of SEA in the preparation of the National Planning Framework, particularly in relation to consideration of alternative national developments.

· Provision of improved advice and guidance to responsible authorities, to improve quality of SEA process and Environmental Reports, and improve implementation of mitigation and monitoring of impacts.

· Strengthen role and integration of SEA in delivering Scotland's climate emission reduction targets.  In particular:
· ensure plans/ programmes/strategies are compatible with delivering CC Act targets/RPP commitments
· integrate SEA with Government High Level (Scottish Budget) and Individual Level carbon assessment approach.
· Strengthen SEA assessment of Landscape impacts
· Ensure mitigation delivered.

· Improve public and other stakeholder engagement with SEA process.
	· Improve public and other stakeholder engagement with SEA process.

	Local Councils
	· Ensure findings of SEA are properly taken into account in decision making.

· Ensure mitigation delivered.

· Improve public and other stakeholder engagement with SEA process.
	


(4) LINK Publications: 

· LINK Review of implementation of environmental legislation adopted since devolution

(5) LINK Members in support and with expertise: 

· To be added.
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