[bookmark: _GoBack]A code in plain English for the management of nature and natural resources     (aka “The Ecosystem Approach”)

The Ecosystem Approach is a product of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  Its 12 principles amount to a universal code for the management of nature and natural resources. As such, it applies to all aspects of human activity which have any impact at all on the natural world (ie more or less everything). And it is valid at all scales – from the garden to the farm to whole landscapes, countries, geographical regions and indeed the whole world.  This is not a ‘pick-and-mix’ set – it is important to observe and follow all 12 principles. Only then could we be confident that we are meeting our own needs without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to meet theirs. The following is a plain English version, adapted from the original technical version (http://www.cbd.int/ecosystem/principles.shtml).  Short explanations aim to help illustrate the application of this code in the UK.

1 We are all in the same boat
Acknowledge the rights of all to share decisions over the care of nature and natural resources;
(these are matters for the whole of society, listening to each other, in a spirit of shared destiny. We are all stakeholders who benefit from nature and its products, in many different ways. Also, we all have the potential to damage it, and to suffer when it is damaged, directly or indirectly.)  

2 Local is best
Allow decisions to be led locally, as far as practicable;
(locals often understand the resources best, care most, and may be more responsible and accountable but it is important that they also take full account of wider perspectives – including how these resources play their part in the long term stability of regional, national and global systems – all interconnected.)

3 Think of others
Take care to consider the effects on others, including neighboring ecosystems;
(for example, the over-use of soils in upper catchments of rivers can cause floods downstream.)

4 Only reward good practice
Use economic tools to support the care and wise use of nature, and avoid perverse incentives;
(sometimes taxes or grant schemes with one aim may have the unintended side effect of driving damaging activity – eg a tax on waste may increase fly-tipping. But the biggest problems arise where those who use natural resources don’t have to pay for the damage thus caused to others.)

5 The health of ecosystems is paramount
Give priority to natural systems (and their long term benefits) above individual species;
(in the long run, it’s the healthy functioning of systems that supports both species and benefits - the individual species composition in any ecosystem may change naturally over time.) 




6 Don’t over-exploit
Keep any use of natural systems to limits well within their capacity for renewal/recovery;
(exceeding these limits may have unpredictable, possibly disastrous consequences, so a safe margin is a wise precaution. The over-harvesting of cod on the Canadian Grand Banks caused a crash of the stocks and loss of thousands of jobs.)

7 Choose the right scale
Draw boundaries and timescales to match natural processes and minimize adverse effects;
(eg reserves and close seasons are useful devices for controlling pressure on resources so that their viability and long term benefits are safeguarded. )

8 Look well ahead
Treat long term stability as a key objective - not just short term benefits;
(this needs emphasis because of the human tendency to give priority to immediate benefits.)

9 Be sensitive and flexible 
Adapt the pattern of any use as natural systems change, both naturally and under pressure; 
(impacts of use may be unexpected, so observe such changes carefully and adapt as you go along.)

10 Remember our place in nature
Respect and value all nature – and for its own sake, as well as for the uses we can make of it;
(some aspects of nature may not have obvious or immediate economic value but this doesn’t mean they are worthless. Nature is infinitely complex, developing over billions of years, and it functions as an integrated whole.)

11 Value all knowledge and perspectives
Gather and share information from all sources to understand our relationship with nature;
(this might include indigenous knowledge, traditional methods, and social studies, as well as scientific understanding.)

12 Engage everyone
Try to get the benefit of input from all relevant interests, at all levels, when making decisions.
(the more expertise and experience which is brought to bear, the better the likely outcome.)
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