Marine Group Meeting 
10.00-13.00, RSPB Scotland, Wednesday 24th January 2018

Please remember to have a copy of the Advocacy Strategy with you 

Chair: Calum Duncan 
Present: Guy Linley Adams (S&TCS), Sam Collin (SWT), Peadar O’Connel (RSPB), Fiona Read (WDC), Alex Kinninmonth (RSPB), Emilie Devenport (LINK), Helen Senn (RZSS), Richard Luxmoore (NTS)

Apologies: Lauren Hartney Mills (HWDT), Esther Brooker (WWF)

Agenda

	 
	Item 
	Who 
	Timing 

	1 
	Welcome and intros  
	CD/All
	10-10.05

	2
	Review of actions from previous meetings 
Rolling actions list can now be found and edited online here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FIefkDvXOmX25MU-sUXKoPW7zSp7CZb-KFQHRqX6mg4/edit#gid=0  
	CD
	10.05 – 10.15 

	3
	Member updates 
	All 
	10.15 – 10.20

	4 
	MPAs: 
· T2 timeline, consultation & campaign update
· Loch Carron update
· 4ncMPA strategy/update
· Small Cetacean Strategy

	CD
	 
10.20 – 10.40 

	5 
	Marine Planning: 
· National Marine Plan (Review) – group/member response
· Sea Scotland (update)
· Shetland Plan (update – RSPB)
· Islands Bill
· KPIs for small cetaceans, seabird strategies.
· Clyde MPP
· LWTS paper - printing

	 CD 
 
	10.50 – 11.10 

	6 
	Fisheries 
· Future of Fisheries Management (MS Andrew Brown work) 
· PMF (options paper to be provided by Calum Duncan)
· Inshore fisheries pilots
· Aquaculture update
· Fisheries RECC evidence session 21st Feb

	 CD 
 
	10.00 –11.30 

	7 
	Other 
· Brexit – ELUK/ GUK update
· LINK Strategic planning -cross LINK working on Climate Change Bill; Good Food National Bill [food and farming subgroup- plastics]; Planning Bill. 
· Species Champions
· Strategic asks to SG.
· MG Communications strategy – Press opportunities, suggested blog content & authors.
	All
	11.30 – 11.40 

	8 
	AOB  
	All 
	11.40 – 11.50 

	9 
	Comfort Break
	All
	11.50-12.00

	10
	Alan Wells, Fisheries Management Scotland, set nets fisheries position
	All
	12.00-13.00



NEW ACTIONS
All to review rolling actions
ED to send updated T2 campaign timeline and materials w/c 29th January.
All to review and feedback on current T2 consultation documents by end of February.
CD to prepare an options paper to inform LINK discussion about PMF.
ED/SD/AL/DV/CD to meet to discuss strategy on 4ncMPAs in light of member feedback and MS prioritisation. 
All to feedback comment on revised LINK NMP comment by end of January.
EB to provide short proposal for LINK members explaining WWF position for members to consider.
All to feedback on CMPP documents to CD by the end of the week.
WDC to feedback KPIs on small cetacean strategy
RSPB to feedback KPIs on seabird strategy
ALL final feedback to SC on LWTS briefing by end of January.
AK to create short response on Inshore Fisheries Pilots in relation to process/feed into WWF if appropriate.
ED to check with WWF whether they have been invited to give evidence to RECC 21st Feb,
CD to prepare an options paper to inform LINK discussion about PMF.
ED to follow up with the committee about whether it is possible to have two organisations from LINK giving evidence to ECCLR.

AK to forward formal details in reference to formal consultation on PMFs.
SC to share draft Aquaculture Policy with AW.
3. Member updates
MCS – working on Sky Ocean Rescue plastics programme
RSPB – Policy working on island restoration for the Shiants Islands. Final monitoring will take place in February to allow them to declare the island rat free in March.
S&TCS – focus on Aquaculture. Rural Economy and Environment committees are running enquiries on Aquaculture. 3 year moratorium on netting could end next year, keeping an eye on that and whether it will cease or be extended. Historic netting stations were being reopened without any proper reassessment with the Habitats Directive. Conceivable that it might restart 2019.
LINK - Remind of the Advocacy Strategy for reference, updated in December after the last Marine Steering Group Meeting, timeline has been updated. A few outstanding items to be filled – small cetacean strategy, seabird strategy.
4. MPAs
T2 Timeline, campaign and consultation response
Meeting with Marine Scotland conservation 8th March to discuss management measures and consultation. Workshop with Marine Scotland April 27th. This will include both T2 management (reviewing SEA scoping assessment) and PMF review work. We understand the campaign will begin after this time. 
T2 timeline has been updated on Google docs. ED updating campaign materials following member feedback. Updating the website in advance. EB has drafted the consultation response as it stands, we haven’t had an update on management measures for these sites yet. Would be helpful for members to review consultation response and ensure they are comfortable with LINK position as it stands ahead of our meeting with MS.
ED to send updated T2 campaign timeline and materials w/c 29th January.
All to review and feedback on current T2 consultation documents by end of February.

AK had discussion with Michael McLeod last week, he anticipated some backlash on the measures, particularly around Barra. On the other hand, MM was pushing for us to push the boundary a little bit.

Stakeholder engagement - SWFPA
ED & EB met with Anne Margaret from SWFPA as follow on from meeting with Kenny Coull (SFF) last July. AMA was keen to maintain open dialogue with LINK Marine Group, supportive of MPAs. AMA highlighted concern and apprehension about a public facing campaign. ED/EB explained LINK are still designing the campaign, with careful eye to make it constructive, envisage LINK will largely be supportive. SWFPA also largely support the measures from the workshops (2015). Don’t imagine set nets will be a problem from SWFPA member perspective – but AMA flagged that Duncan McGuinness (Western Isles RIFG) likely to have trouble with set net measures – she understands they are developing this fishery.
Compliance – they would like to hear more from LINK/NGOs on how we get people to comply with MPA. 
SWFPA Update: AMA will be going on maternity leave, and Kenny Coull (currently SFF) will be replacing her. This means there will be a new policy officer at SFF for T2. CFA have become independent organisation, drawn back from SWFPA and SFF, they are finalising their policy papers to be published soon.
Set nets, exclusion from sites where seabirds and marine mammals are features. Should be an avoid/remove management proposal. We should look to see if we can get any clarity on how much set netting is occurring. At the moment our understanding is that set netting is occurring mainly in the West Coast for spiny lobster. 
Loch Carron Update
AK updated Loch Carron MPA boundary likely to be larger than originally drafted (closer to Loch Alsh). SNH have found larger extent of flame shell – and maerl – in the area. Any sense that there are barriers to conservation in the marine environment seeming to start to fade a little.
4ncMPA
Letter sent to Roseanna Cunningham 14th December prompting 4ncMPAs. Response received Jan 2018 from Sebastian Howell on behalf of Cabinet Secretary, explaining SG will consider whether to progress them in 2019, prioritising other work first.
Draft strategy that SD and DV produced end of 2017 to keep attention on the 4ncMPAs. Clear that MS work dictated by their prioritisation. As we understand it:
· European sites (Harbour Porpoise SAC, marine bird SPAs) – this links with small cetacean strategy
· Completing management for existing MPA sites (T2)
· Now also PMF work and Loch Carron
· Also beginning to look more at Blue Carbon potential – linking with climate change bill/act
· Small cetacean strategy – in place of specific management for HP SAC.
· 4ncMPAs (to be considered in 2019)
RSPB comfortable with that prioritisation, not going to be RSPB policy to push for the 4ncMPAs, will be focusing on seabirds first. They would argue with continual adding to the list – i.e. deep sea marine reserve. Wouldn’t like to see that becoming more important than 4ncMPAs. MS Conservation team have been low on resources for a long time.
WDC – keen to continue push forward with 4ncMPA sites, formal advice already exists. Data on harbour porpoise, minke whale, basking shark continues to be updated. 
WWF (from previous meet) – would support further action on 4ncMPAs as gaps in MPA network.
MCS – support the sites but can understand MS prioritisation, ‘tricky’ spot as Scottish Government now doing a lot of work on plastics, want to support this (action has stalled since Marine Litter Strategy 9 years ago) but also aware that more budget is being allocated here and currently not elsewhere. CD has been and will continue to raise budget concerns at meetings with MS Director. 
SWT – other than basking shark campaign there hasn’t been much movement on 4ncMPAs from SWT. Can understand resourcing limitations.
GLA flagged resourcing is also a problem with Aquaculture. Should we be pushing MS to employ more staff? 
CD - Link have been asking for more resourcing at UK and Scottish Government level. CD meeting with Graham Black this afternoon, will mention resourcing. MCS have been hearing that plastics team will be getting another member of staff, is there something more we could be doing for Conservation and other teams?
ECCLR budget discussions, Mark Ruskell asking about 4ncMPAs, asked for more information on the development of these sites. We should keep in touch with Mark to find out more detail on these sites. We have had a couple of PQs about the sites, also with an answer pushing them to 2019. These sites are a key part of completing the MPA network – gaps for mobile species - , initial deadline for completing the network 2018.
ACTION: ED/SD/AL/DV/CD to meet to discuss strategy on 4ncMPAs in light of member feedback and MS prioritisation. 
Small Cetacean Strategy
MS likely to have a workshop around 18th April. To meet as above to discuss how this fits with 4ncMPAs.
5. Marine Planning
National Marine Plan
SC submitted response to NMP review survey in November. ED/EB/CD met with MS Marine Planning Team in December, raised a LINK concerns and ways to improve the plan. LINK invited to provide more detailed comment – aiming for end of Jan/end of Feb.
ACTION: ED to recirculate revised NMP plan comment for member feedback
WWF advocating for plan renewal. We will initially focus our advocacy on the ECCLR committee, who we hope will include the NMP review on their work plan. We will be working to ensure that this review is treated as THE review, as originally stated by the government, and not just an interim (as indicated by Lorna King). With so much changing (e.g. Brexit) it’s timely to review and change the Plan anyway, as we don’t want to have an outdated/irrelevant plan that refers to legislative commitments we will no longer be held to in a year’s time.
ACTION: EB to share NMP proposal for members to consider
Sea Scotland
Taking place on 20-21st June, Bay Hotel Kinghorn – where all the marine mammal activity is taking place right now! Aiming for Roseanna Cunningham to open the conference – need to follow up on this. Steering group met earlier this week to discuss the programme. The conference will begin in the afternoon (2pm), starting with a session overviewing legislative changes for communities & marine planning (i.e. islands bill, community empowerment Bill, Marine Scotland Act, Marine Planning etc.). Followed by a case studies ‘market place’ session, highlighting different community related initiatives in marine planning/conservation etc. Evening session, trying to secure Blue Planet 2 or other filmographer, dinner and evening reception. Day 2, outdoor activity first thing, followed by workshops (Ocean literacy and stakeholder knowledge; conservation conflicts to mutual benefits; public participation in marine planning). In partnership with Young Scot, finalising projects for them to be involved in – programme design, rapporteurs on the day, survey and competition in the run up to the conference. Speak with ED if you would like further information, have any ideas!
Shetland Plan
In process of being a plan at the moment to being officially adopted as a Regional Marine Plan under the NMP. This involves stakeholder involvement to review the plan, revise some of the policies to better reflect national policy at the moment. The Shetland partnership is between the Shetland council and the Fisheries college. When the plan is revised there will be a formal public consultation to which people in Shetland and beyond can respond to. Will be happening at some point in 2018, though not clear exactly when. Reasonable to assume that the first Statutory RMP will be Shetland. Generally received quite well by industry and others.
Clyde Regional Marine
CD will be representing LINK at next CMPP meeting, 30th January. Clyde have been doing lots of stakeholder work, fisheries workshops, LINK haven’t been formally invited, will follow up with this at next meeting. They will be discussing draft regional assessment – inviting member feedback.
ACTION: All to feedback to CD on CMPP documents by the end of the week.
Islands Bill
Committee just published the first stage of the Bill this week. Main element is to create a marine licensing scheme for local authorities, who apply to Scottish ministers for it. The Bill is about giving more power to local communities in effect. RSPB concern, shared with SNH – if the Bill enables these powers and licensing scheme then that would undermine and duplicate the national marine licence system and the development of national marine plans, acts that are already available to empower communities making decisions in the marine environment.
LWTS report
ED propose reprinting LWTS report, don’t have access to the publisher files to amend format. SC consider not worth reprinting as is – unless printing as word pdf. SC has prepared briefing – final opportunity for comments by end of January, then this will be finalised and we can print when needed.
ACTION: ALL final feedback to SC on LWTS briefing by end of January.
Inshore Fisheries Pilots
RSPB have had a look but do not plan to put in a full response, question the process that has called for applications for places to trial methods – seems out of keeping with the  idea of improving fisheries management in areas where it is really needed.
WWF likely to respond, considering what this may look like
ACTION: AK to create short response on Inshore Fisheries Pilots in relation to process/feed into WWF if appropriate.
6. Fisheries
Cross Party Group on Fisheries
Next CPG meeting Tuesday 30th 6-8pm. CD could attend in principle, though tricky, at moment not planning to attend. ED to check with WWF about attendance.
RECC committee Evidence on Fisheries EU exit 
LINK have been invited to provide oral evidence to the RECC on the implications of the vote to exit the EU on fisheries, on 21st February. Calum proposed to attend, supported by those present. 
ACTION: ED to check with WWF whether they have been invited to give evidence
PMF
Marine Scotland will be putting forward three options for PMF protection:
1. Buffer around feature records
2. 1nm ban on mobile gear
3. Freezing current fishing footprint as it currently stands (may include some PMF buffer).
CD consider we may want to ask for something similar to 1nm + 500m buffer around known records of PMFs. 
CD met with Open Seas last week, they are doing some GIS work to see how much of historic records appears within 3nm. Likely to ask SNH to review 3nm ban option.
There is likely to be a significant community of interest out there asking for a 3nm ban.
When talking about buffers, extent and zones measures, we should be asking MS/SNH to be very precautionary, use model to determine the rough habitat of important habitats – recent events show that when we go looking, we find habitats/species, we should be better at using modelling rather than surveys – not always possible.
ACTION: CD to prepare an options paper to inform LINK discussion about PMF.
Aquaculture
RSPB notes couldn’t sign up. SWT also can’t support a moratorium. Not sure if this is the place tobe calling for a moratorium. If we want to be presenting evidence to the committee we should be presenting evidence. If we are taking part in a review, we should follow a review and maek sure this evidence is considered. After this review we could ask for a moratorium if these measures are not taken forward. Full AQ meeting this afternoon to further discuss and decide the policy.
LINK invited to give oral evidence to the ECCLR committee, this would be in response to the report that SPICE. We have been asked to give written evidence as well. 
RL flagged concern about the AQ subgroup and interaction with the main LINK marine group, participation in the group and sign up. Has slowed thing in the past. Rspb didn’t participate in the subgroup. Helpful to participate in the subgroup early on rather than later. 
CD accepting members have difficulty with timing, not able to 
S&TCS unable to sign up as a result of. At the moment not many signing up. In the past minority sign up as a result of timing. Here we would need to be careful to work that in our favour be clear about why. Supportive.
Aquaculture and MPAs
RL flagged that SEPA are regulating in a relaxed and inconsistent manner around aquaculture applications and MPAs. Classing whole groups of PMFs as not impacted by Aquaculture, these PMFs appear to vary by site. Something to keep an eye on and raise at subsequent meetings. Headline ask on T2 includes line on Aquaculture – include note on regulation and fish farming in MPAs. 
Aquaculture subgroup (via LINK) have been invited to provide oral evidence at a meeting of the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee, on 6 February. The committee has agreed to consider the environmental impact of salmon farming in Scotland on the marine environment in advance of the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee’s wider inquiry into the salmon farming industry. The ECCLRs Committee’s focus will be the report commissioned by Scottish Parliament Information Centre and undertaken by SAMS Research Services Ltd (SRSL). 

This report is due to be published later in January and will contain a review of literature on the environmental impacts of salmon farming in Scotland, the scale of the impacts and approaches to mitigating the impacts. 
Sam provisionally put forward to give evidence on the report, could be helpful to have two link reps.

ACTION: ED to follow up with the committee about whether it is possible to have two organisations from LINK giving evidence to ECCLR.

Brexit
GUK Fisheries document. Devolution group that Daphne sits on for LINK, produced handy paper to point to. CD attended Brexit meeting yesterday, minutes to be circulated to the group. Cecily (WCL) drafting a joint workings documents for GUK and ELUK (joint links UK).
LINK Strategic meeting 
At recent LINK Strategic meeting, several areas with potential for cross working with marine were mentioned:
· Climate Change Bill; 
· Good Food National Bill [food and farming subgroup- plastics]; 
· Planning Bill. 
All should keep an eye on opportunities to engage with these topics.

Species Champions
Flagged at LINK Strategic meeting as an area that LINK could be using more effectively. A reminder about the Species Champions initiative and that we should consider this in our advocacy plans.

Strategic asks to SG.

MG Communications strategy – Press opportunities, suggested blog content & authors.
A spreadsheet with suggested blog and media content and timeline available on the rolling actions sheet. Additional suggestions for media and blogs as well as comment on the strategy welcome to Emilie.
END OF MARINE GROUP MEETING

10. Alan Wells – Fisheries Management Scotland (FMS)
T2 MPA – set nets ban
We understand that T2 MPA management measures will contain a ban on set nets within sites. LINK interested to understand FMS position on set nets. 
AW: Gill nets (fine lined net that traps fish by gills) – have been banned in relation to Atlantic salmon for years, but not banned outright. In south of Scotland people are fishing for mullet and bass and as a consequence also catching Atlantic Salmon (non-target). Not illegal as long as they are not taking them home. Monofilament gill nets are banned. Multi - monofilament lines are not banned.
FMS are expecting an outright ban on gill nets within half a mile of the shore. Subject to consultation, going to ministers by middle of Feb, likely to include tangle nets (also type of set net). This is the same area that is currently covered for Atlantic Salmon. Principally being put forward as a conservation action for Atlantic Salmon, using orders through the inshore fishing act. Noting there are knock on benefits for other species also. 
Bailiffs employed by salmon fisheries board lift set nets when they find them, tend to find around 100 per year. They don’t tend to have identification on them.
Not banned to any depth – with exception of cod (operating at 40m). This is not a concern for Atlantic Salmon and Trout. 
Alan has met RC to flag pressures that Salmon and Sea Trout are under. Immense stall in measures. Consultation likely over the summer, an Order in the Autumn.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
RL - Gill and tangle nets banned in MPAs. Drift nets banned throughout for Salmon. There used to be a ban on any set nets on the whole of the west coast, unless one end attached to the shore. MS thought this was in place. Seemed to be a loophole in the law. 
AW – nervous about asking for more in relation to set net bans – has taken a long time to get this far.
There has typically been activity with set nets around Moray Firth, Spey area. A lot get pulled up in the western isles.  
PMF work
Distance from shore coming up in relation to benthic features – PMF work. Initial FAQs after Loch Carron just included benthic features. FMS trying to keep an eye on it, resource issues. Don’t consider it could have a bearing on Atlantic salmon, though it could have an impact on sea trout. From 1984 when set netting was allowed, it will have influenced suitable habitat, migrations they now have to take to find suitable habitats. FMS would use sea trout as a hook to ask for more measures for PMFs (sea trout is a PMF). 
Need to make sure there is join up between teams (i.e. wild fisheries and conservation) at Marine Scotland about sea trout and habitats. 
LINK should help to prompt join up in MS conservation and wild fisheries teams.
SPAs have been a focus in a spatial sense, not been an issue in terms of where activity that you are trying to stop is actually happening. 
Alan Wells will talk with FMS about this.
LINK will be meeting Andrew Brown to inform future of fisheries management. We can propose this is looked at there too. AW question whether PMF work will be based on recorded levels, and whether there are plans to do more survey work.
CD we have a good idea of where these habitats are.
FMS would engage with PMF review to infer that 1nm protection of PMF would help sea trout (indirectly, via habitat protection rather than bycatch).
ACTION: AK to forward formal details in reference to formal consultation on PMFs.
Proactive wider seas measures to protect sea trout
RL – other PMFs meant to be protected by wider seas measures. Would we be justified in pulling them up to say they haven’t done anything on sea trout?
AW: Sea trout – measures to protect them throughout inshore waters. No additional (proactive) measures on the cards at the moment. Work going on through ICES on sea trout. An ambition in fisheries sector and Scottish government to move to a conservation measures approach within the fisheries (assessing the stocks). Difficult to assess the stocks, same species as brown trout – dynamic between the two not well understood.
All marine renewables (windfarms) applications are meant to set up monitoring for seatrout and Atlantic salmon. Mainly to get a better understanding of where they are and what habitats they are using. About contributing to a wider strategy rather than impacts of that particular development. AW doesn’t consider that SG are proactively doing anything to support sea trout.

Aquaculture
Wider element in terms of Aquaculture impacts, considered in terms of Sea Trout, can’t do that with Atlantic Salmon. 
Potential example of ‘wider seas’ measures.
ECCLR – SPICE report to be published tomorrow (25th), understand asking for evidence about the report by 8th February. 
Trying to work with industry to review actions to improve industry operations. Happy to undertake actions to make sure they are doing all they can to be operating in a beneficial way.
AW part of strategic assessment of Fish health group – covers sealice, farmed management areas, AW an observer at the moment.
AW suggested it would be worth LINK writing to Cabinet Secretary to flag all that is going on in relation to sea lice, and that it needs dealing with urgently. There still hasn’t been any consideration for what the environmental carrying capacity for Aquaculture might be.
ACTION: SC to share draft Aquaculture Policy with AW.
