LINK Wildlife Subgroup meeting
Tuesday 30 January 2018
Balallan House, Stirling

Present: Craig Macadam (Convenor), Liz Ferrell (Deputy convenor), Victoria Larcombe (Froglife), Ben Harrower (RZSS), Calum Langdale (LINK), Paul Kirkland (Butterfly Conservation), Bruce Wilson (by phone), Emilie Devonport (by phone), Daphne Vlastari (LINK), Charles Dundas, Allan Bantick (Scottish Badgers), Stuart Forbes (RSPB), James Nairne (SWBG), Davie Black (Plantlife) and Arina Nagy-Vizitiu (Woodland Trust)

Apologies: Lisa Webb, Stuart Brooks (NTS), Lorna Scott (NTS), Paul Walton (RSPB), Lyndsay Croal (RSPB).

Minutes from last meeting approved.

Action points from last meeting – See Table 1

Species Champions

Awards ceremony
All agreed an event would be a good idea. Event confirmed for lunchtime on 22nd May 2018 at the Scottish Parliament (to coincide with International Biodiversity Day). DV highlighted the need to have volunteers to help organise. Lorna from NTS had already confirmed her availability to help and ANV agreed to sit on an organising committee. A LINK staff representative will be in attendance at the event. 

ACTION 1: DV to Ask Graeme Dey to sponsor the event
ACTION 2: Wildlife group members to recruit a few more volunteers to help run/organise the event 
ACTION 3: CL to prepare documents for this event
ACTION 4: CL to get back to WSG members with further details of what would be involved with this initiative
ACTION 5: WSG members to let CL know if they will take an active role in this project 

Youth Champions

CL: In 2013, 2018 was designated the Year of Young People (YOYP) by Government. LINK is looking to involve Young People within the Species Champion (SC) initiative. This involvement should seek to satisfy the aims of the SC initiative and YOYP initiatives. The environment, biodiversity, policy and parliament demonstrate a gap that hasn’t been filled yet within YOYP so this scheme would be a good addition to overall YOYP events. More background information can be found in CL’s document entitled “Year of the young people and species champions – initial thoughts” circulated before the meeting.

Decision was to target the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP). Again looking for volunteers from WSG to help with this. Members of SYP have not yet replied to CL’s initial email. Craig asked if the SYP have regular meetings. CL confirmed they do meet but unsure of how often.

Members of the WSG highlighted independent plans for young people and the environment (that could be linked into the SC and YOYP initiatives).

VL: Froglife have Glasgow project running sessions for disadvantaged young people. Perhaps Young MSP’s and MSP’s could join in on these sessions. Also conference in June, perhaps there could be a tie in with the Science festival?

(BH): RZSS ran a “wild bus” last year that visited every school in Scotland! This to continue in 2018.

ED: mentioned Marine projects underway. CL and ED to discuss to see if there are any clashes.

It was noted that many of WSG members do not have the capacity so ideally looking for SYP to take a leading role for this to work.

To think about what to do at end of project. Perhaps SYP could write a report, hold an event or debate?
 
DV: Our role in this project will be more supportive after the SYP have been briefed in full about the project. This project has a great potential to connect SYP and SC initiatives, attract members to biodiversity issues and educate the next generation in a 2020 context. There is scale to have SYP raise motions at Scottish Parliament and have different voices acting on behalf of LINK.

ACTION 6: CL to email SYP again asking for invitation for talks to try and get a response. Check that MSYP are free for the proposed timeframe of this project.
ACTION 7: CL to collate thoughts of MSYP and report back to WSG.

Biodiversity Funding

CM: The forthcoming Aichi report from Scottish Government will highlight the steep decline in funding for biodiversity from statutory sources (and HLF too). It was noted that this should be a priority for the group as it has a direct effect on our work.

DB: highlighted that the Scottish Government and SNH are due to report on the Aichi targets in April.
DV: highlighted that SNH compete for the same external funding as us too

The WSG are to have ready a LINK response to this Government report by April/May. The group could highlight the biodiversity funding decrease by:
· Making the case for dedicated biodiversity funding
· Including case studies of work that have received statutory funding to strengthen the report. Case studies should not include ones that are grant funded.
· Highlighting the disparity of funding for biodiversity between Scotland and England
· Highlighting the 22% decrease in LIFE funding
· Lodging PQ’s

ACTION 8: To clarify if it is the revenue or capital funding that is decreasing
ACTION 9: DV and CL to prepare PQ’s
ACTION 10: WSG to prepare LINK Discretionary Project Fund (DPF) application to highlight impact on NGO’s

National Ecological Networks (NEN)

SNH have a Steering Group meeting on the 20th February to discuss progress and next steps of the NEN.

There is to be a Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) pilot scheme under the NEN. The pilot will take place in the City of Glasgow and looks at landscape scale conservation. Any LINK members involved should work together to cover the broad habitat types (woodland, wetland, grassland etc.)

CM: NEN target report due in April which will include financial resources. Asked BW if there is an opportunity to link with Climate Change Act?
BW: James Curran (LINK Hon. Fellow) would be the person to ask
DV: Scottish Government will focus on targets and issue is reopened for debate. The land use debate is an issue. 

The NEN needs to be in the Planning policy, and Climate Change Act.

There is funding to do some of this work and also an opportunity for EcoCo LIFE funding. 
ACTION 11: WSG to put together a “hit list” of organisations we want to promote the NEN to
ACTION 12: CM to follow up on the outputs from the November workshop he attended
ACTION 13: RSPB to update the WSG on protected areas

Future work areas

· Protected areas (need update from RSPB)
· Climate Change Act – cross LINK work
· Could this be through representatives from each subgroup? Or perhaps better at group level?
· Scottish Biodiversity Strategy (SBS) post 2020
· Start thinking about what we want to see from the next SBS
· SNH are focusing on tackling the drivers of change
· Advocacy plan for WSG
· Getting clear post 2020 vision is key. Tackle SNH on their focus for the SBS

Any other Business

LINK submitted suggestions for Public Audit and Post Legislative Scrutiny Committee attention this year. They have selected biodiversity reporting and the biodiversity duty for scrutiny. There is a call for evidence open at the moment with a  deadline for a response of 23rd March. WSG agreed that it would be best to have a LINK response as well as a separate responses from organisations.

A new group is to be set up which will replace the Scottish Biodiversity Committee.  It will be called the ‘Rural Economy and Environment Leaders Group’ and will be jointly chaired by Roseanna Cunningham and Fergus Ewing. Members include FCS, SNH, ScotGov, Nat Parks. No NGOs present. Unsure of how much of a role SNH will have. 

ACTION 14: CM to add Arina to the mailing list

ACTION 15: Please consider completing the Consultation on The Beavers in Scotland Strategic Environmental Assessment Report. This consultation is about the policy to reintroduce the beavers to Scotland and whether the appropriate mitigation measures have been identified. The link: https://consult.gov.scot/forestry/beavers-in-scotland/ closes on 6th March. Also more releases of beavers are due from the Tayside population.

ACTION 16: DV to update WSG on PAPLS call for evidence on the Biodiversity Duty and reporting
ACTION 17: DV to share documents
ACTION 18: CL to approach Mike Russell about beaver champ

ACTION 19: Remember to send CL any activities you are doing with your species champions. The document can also be filled out here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xt95WsfIzSAeFHBvY3W_M4eGjqwEsXmHksfviF3bvWo


Date of next meeting: CM will share a doodle poll soon to arrange an end of March/beginning of April meeting



Table 1: ACTIONS from 29th November 2017
 
	No.
	FOR
	ACTION
	RESULT

	1
	LINK staff
	Amend Species Champion protocol to reflect the subgroup’s decision for MSP’s to champion multiple species
	DONE

	2
	Sarah Robinson
	Check which MSPs were approached about championing the beaver and feed-back. 
	DONE

	3
	LINK, SWBG and SWT
	Discuss approach going forward for recruiting a beaver species champion
	DONE. Ready to approach MSP’s with the hope of a beaver champion soon. Possible MSP’s include: Mike Russell, Mark Ruskell, Roseanna Cunningham, Claire Baker. Mike to be approached first.

	4
	Calum 
	Circulate the link to the Google docs showing activity log with species champions, and incorporate Stuart’s spreadsheet into this
	DONE


	5
	LINK
	Consider alternative Twitter handles
	Not completed but decision was fed back to staff. Not a high priority for LINK.

	6
	ALL
	Send any photos of Species Champions site visits to Stuart Forbes asap
	DONE

	7
	LINK Staff
	Take forward discussions about event for species champions
	DONE. Event planned for 22nd May.

	8
	Daphne
	Write a proposal for a piece of work on biodiversity duty and its funding and circulate.  Could potentially be used as a bid to LINK Discretionary Project Funding
	

	9
	Daphne
	Draft letter to Derek Mackay
	Not done but submitted evidence on budget and requested SNH meeting to discuss funding. Meeting now in place. 

	10
	All
	Consider whether there are examples where statutory duties have a penalty if not met. 
Get a requirement on Ministers to have to report on Biodiversity duty as per climate change duty?  
Get a requirement of scrutiny of reports?  

	

	11
	Paul
	Circulate more information once he receives it about new environment group.  Consider a series of PQs if necessary. 
	

	12
	Daphne 
	To raise issue of new environment group at link meeting with Fergus on 5th Dec.
	

	13
	Daphne, NTS, RSPB
	Daphne to feedback to James Hutton about where we are with NEN.  NTS to share vision when talking to SLE and RSPB to do same in next discussion with NFUS.

	

	14
	Craig
	Discuss incorporation of marine group in NEN further with Calum Duncan and raise at Strategic Planning on 7 December 
	

	15
	Paul W
	Attend next Marine Group meeting on 11 December.
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