Legislative Process

Consideration of legislation is the core of a parliament’s role. The Parliament
debates and decides the laws that are going to govern the country.

A proposal for a new law is known as a Bill. If the Parliament passes a Bill, it
becomes an Act of the Scottish Parliament. Acts set the framework for the law in a
particular area.

Bills are either:

e Public Bills - seeking to change the law as it affects the general population, or

e Private Bills - seeking powers or rights for a particular individual or
organisation that are in excess of or in conflict with the general law

Most of the Bills considered by the Parliament are Public Bills. Public Bills can be
introduced in the Parliament by:

‘e« a member of the Scottish Government (a “Government Bill”)
e an individual member of the Parliament (a "Member's Bill"), or

e a parliamentary committee (a “Committee Bill”),

Before they can become law, all Public Bills go through the same stages of scrutiny
in the Parliament. The stages are explained briefly below.
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STAGE 1

Stage 1 inquiry and report (committee)

Stage 1 debate
(Parliament)

STAGE 2

Detailed consideration (committee)

STAGE 3

Further detailed consideration (Parliament)
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agreed to?

Royal Assent

Session1 50 8 3

Session2 &3 3 1

: : Session3 42 7 2

Act of the Scottish Parliament Semisad 87 8 3







Further information and assistance

The legislation process in the Parliament is supported by the Parliament’s Legislation
Team.

If you wish to know more about the process or wish assistance in relation to
legislation, you can contact the legislation team at 0131-348-5277 or
LegislationTeam@parliament.scot



