








Your MSPs issues represent on devolved issues and MPs represent you on reserved 
it. 









Written questions can be submitted any time by any MSP. 
The Government then have 10 working days, or 20 during recess, to answer them

There are also oral questions, where cabinet secretaries get grilled by MSPs on topics 
related to their portfolio every 6 weeks. 

MSPs and staff often appreciate being fed questions, within reason. If there is an 
issue you want to know more about, you can raise it with a friendly MSP who can 
submit a written question on your behalf, forcing the Government to answer. 

Oral questions require a bit more strategy as only a few MSPs get a slot. If you see 
questions coming up in the business bulletin then you can ask MSPs if they or 
someone else in their party has a slot to ask a question, and if they’d ask your 
question.

When to use - a bit like an FOI in a way but quicker and more politicised, so we’ve 
used them to check whether the Scottish Government are publishing a review of the 
energy strategy. Written Qs best for this



Sometimes you know something that you want in public, either for a journalist or for 
your campaign - you can use them to get these details out in the public.  For 
example, often we suspect the Government have delayed implementing schemes, so 
we’ll ask if they’ve done it. 

Oral questions are much better for putting Government on the spot, or if you want to 
corner them into committing to something

9



Motions are written statements that MSPs lodge. They appear online, and get 
circulated for other MSPs to sign up for.

In normal times MSPs can use these as the basis of a debate, either setting out the 
Parliament’s position on a topic or setting a course of action the Parliament believes 
the Scottish Government should take.

Like questions, you can suggest motions for MSPs to submit. 

You might want to do this to raise awareness of a cause or an action/report. For 
example if there is a specific development you think needs attention. FoES have put 
in motions of solidarity with activists who were arrested, also to raise awareness of 
global events linking them to climate change.

Because MSPs are invited to sign up to motions to support them, this is also a useful 
way to find MSPs who support an issue - just pulling them from the signatories to the 
motion.



Amendments are a way of changing proposed legislation. 
Any MSP can submit an amendment, but at stage two it’s useful to get a member of 
the relevant committee to submit the amendment. 

You can ask friendly MSPs to submit them, but it’s worth building a relationship with 
that MSP and making them fully informed on the issue rather than just sending it out 
of the blue.

Obviously use it to change specific sections of draft legislation. Example - Climate 
Change Bill target example - opposition MSPs

You can also use these to provoke the Government into making commitments. 
Different example During the Climate Change Bill we submitted a few policies that 
the Government didn’t want to put into legislation, knowing that when voting them 
down the Government would meet with MSPs to discuss how the same aims could 
be achieved elsewhere.



You can find a searchable list of existing motions, questions, and answers here. If you 
put in a keyword it will show you which MSPs are interested in your issue. Can be 
useful for identifying allies



- When committees do an inquiry or are scrutinising evidence they will publish 
a call for evidence

- Can be found on Committee website or often on social media etc
- You write evidence, allows you to be quite detailed. They set questions but 

you can ignore them
- The committee do oral evidence sessions which you might be invited to

This is best used to influence inquiries or legislation on topic you have an interest in. 

Lay foundations for legislative changes 
Good way to feed MSPs quite high level information on your topics



Ahead of debates or parliament debates or committee sessions we’ll circulate a 
written breifing - either to all MSPs for a debate, or to all members of a committee.

This usually outlines our views and issues we want addressed in the debate, or the 
outcome we want from a vote.

Don’t make these long. You want a concise set of your best arguments and evidence 
for MSPs to quote.

Best used when Parliament or a committee have a session relevant to your work 



That was a bit of a whistlestop tour, and ultimately if you find an MSP who is 
supportive of your issue they will know what they can do.

Generally, any support you can offer an MSP who shares your views can be really 
appreciated. Don’t be put off if you don’t know what these things are


