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Freshwater Group

27th October 2020


Present: Craig Macadam (Buglife); Kathy Wormald (Froglife); Gus Jones (BSCG); Bruce Wilson (SWT); Beryl Leatherland (SWLG); Tom Leatherland.
Apologies: Alistair Whyte (Plantlife); Clare Cavers (Fidra); James Nairne (SWBG).


This group has been formed to take forward freshwater advocacy within LINK. Following a summary of previous work on freshwater by LINK, the group discussed potential topics that could be tackled over the next 6-12 months.

Consultations
1. The group provided a response to the Significant Water Management Issue consultation in the summer. 
1. There is a live consultation on revision of WFD standards. Overall the proposals are okay, however there are aspects that we can comment upon. In particular, the lack of ‘climate-proofing’ in the proposals is an issue. The consultation closes on the 11 December.
1. The consultation on the next set of River Basin Management Plans will begin in December and probably run for three months. This will be a major focus for the group. It will be important to read across to other LINK work on the Regional Land Use Strategy and Infrastructure Investment Plan.
Issues
There are a number of issues around Hydro-schemes that could be tackled eg scope of ecological assessments, impacts of climate change, construction standards.

Small water bodies (eg ponds, springs, seepage, etc.) and other associated habitats (eg groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems, riparian shingle, etc.) are being overlooked. Need to promote a greater focus for these important habitats which are often adversely affected by development, abstraction, land use change, etc. A range of issues around artificial snow-making which is likely to become more prevalent and has multiple impacts.

There are links to other LINK groups for example on muirburn (and burning of other habitats). Also Hill Tracks, where the release of sediment, and badly constructed river crossings can impact on watercourse ecology. Peat? Where does this sit in LINK? Should we do something?

Discussion around Invasive Non-Native Species and where action will be taken - agreed we would feed into any work on INNS lead by the Wildlife Group. Will however contact the Scottish Invasive Species Initiative for an update on their work and whether there is anything particularly freshwater that needs attention. In addition will explore whether there is a need for guidance on habitat restoration following eradication of riparian INNS. 

Several issues associated with Scottish Water activities, including investment plans for the sewerage network to tackle combined sewer overflows and under-performing wastewater treatment works. Also possible opportunity to influence the next Chemical Investigation Programme to discuss novel pollutants. 

Clearly a lot to do but some of this can be wrapped up in our response to the RBMPs.

Next steps
The group agreed to progress the following topics over the next 6 to 12 months:
1. Respond to the Updating environmental standards for the water environment consultation [closes 11 December 2020] 
2. Respond to the consultation on the new River Basin Management Plans [opens December 2020]
3. Develop briefing on the ecological value of smaller water bodies and riparian habitats
4. Develop briefing on free-flowing rivers (ref. hydro-schemes, groundwater, etc.)

In addition we will investigate Scottish Water performance, particularly combined sewer overflow operation and failures at wastewater treatment works.

Finally, we agreed that we would seek an informal meeting with policy leads in SEPA and NatureScot to discuss freshwater policy issues.
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