Minutes for Wildlife Crime Group meeting[image: Image result for scottish environment link]
Tuesday 17 November 10am-11.15pm, meeting conducted on zoom

Attendees: Ian Thomson, (IT), Eddie Palmer, (EP), Norah Casey, (NC), Logan Steele, (LS), Chair   
Apologies: Beryl Leatherhead, Liz Ferrell (Chair/BCT) 
Governance Matters 
· Updates : LF has sadly had to step down as Chair with immediate effect for personal reasons. LS agreed to take over the role with immediate effect and IT will continue as Vice. BCT will continue to be members of SELink and would like to continue to receive communications from the Wildlife Crime Group through Mark Goulding, their Wildlife Crime Officer.  
· LS will write to LF to thank her for past efforts and contribution to the group  
· The lack of group members is a concern as is the lack of involvement from some of those that are members. Alistair Whyte from Plantlife would like to join the group (Alistair.Whyte@plantlife.org.uk), LS will write and formally welcome him. 
Natural Injustice Report 
· The Bat and Conservation Trust, (BCT), have decided not to support the revised Natural Injustice Report citing a lack of police presence in our previous meetings and in addition they were unwilling to contribute bat crime figures to a report that they could not support.  
· IT received very few responses to his request from LINK members asking for evidence of wildlife crimes with some members citing a lack of involvement or worse still no response at all.  
· Following the poor responses and the withdrawal of BCT IT and Deborah Long, (DL), agreed that the work should continue.  
· Increasing concern was raised about the effectiveness of Nature Scot’s, (NS), licensing division with some suggestions that they were disregarding prosecutions and illegal activity when considering applications for Licences. NS appear to be an ineffective regulator and it was agreed that they would figure more prominently in the revised report.   It was agreed that a draft of the report would be shared with them before publication.  
· IT will write a draft for mid- December for the group to consider prior to the next meeting. 




Scotttish Badgers, (SB) 
· EP provided a summary of his dealings with NS, (previously SNH) as far back as 2017 and in particular the seeming drive to paint badgers as a ‘major problem’ in the countryside with an objective to issuing licences for their destruction.  Through various discussions perhaps the most alarming statement was from a NS staff member who said effectively ‘that farmers and landowners will never follow the approved process so therefore something had to be done to appease them’.     
· NS had undertaken a poorly conducted desktop review of the available scientific literature seemingly in an attempt to justify the proposed killings. SB had conducted their own literature review which challenged many of the assertions made.
· NS are considering a survey for completion by farmers and land owning interests with what appears to be some very leading questions. In the meantime both SLE and NFU(S) have already circulated ‘surveys’ of their members in mid October. SB have asked to see the results but to date there has been no reply. 
· EP had a very supportive meeting with Paul Walton, (RSPB), and later a  phone call from James Silvey, (RSPB), offering support and help in scientifically defending the badgers position.     
· SB will continue to robustly defend the situation and they have the full support of the this group in doing so. 
Species Champion Newsletter 
· LS will draft a short piece on the Animals and Wildlife Bill and in particular how the Species Champion initiative encourages MSPs to stand up for their species in Parliament 

Agreed Actions 
	No.
	FOR
	ACTION
	BY(date)
	RESULT 

	1
	Liz
	Email Karen Paterson to ask that this news is shared in the next LINK November Bulletin
	Mid October
	Done  News piece will appear in LINK Nov bulletin.

	2
	Liz
	Provide LS with handover notes and template documents for the group
	End of 2020
	
Done  

	3
	Liz
	Ask DL about the activities of the LINK fundraising group.
	End of October
	Outstanding 

	4
	Ian
	Circulate the updated Natural Injustice review document and questions for link members
	Mid-October
	
Done

	5
	ALL
	Members to input information into Ian’s questions document 
	13 November
	
Done 

	6
	Liz
	To put in an application to the DPF fund
	ASAP
	IT will undertake this as part of his ‘normal’ RSPB work. No application will be made to the fund. 

	7
	Liz
	To send Alice the completed group 6 month review document
	ASAP
	Done. Report sent to Alice

	8
	Liz and Ian
	Report back on outcomes from SEL-Wild Justice-ERCS meeting
	17 November
	Done

	9
	Liz
	To let Lisa know date of next meeting so that a LINK zoom room can be booked
	ASAP
	Done. Emailed Lisa and zoom link will be shared with group in due course.

	
	Ian 
	IT to produce a raft of the Injustice Report for mid December
	Mid December 
	

	
	Logan 
	Produce an article on the Animal and Wildlife Bill for Juliet Caldwell  for the LINK SC newsletter  
	
Late Nov
	

	
	Logan 
	To write and thank LF for her work in the role 
	w/e 20th Nov
	Done

	
	Logan 
	To update DL of the new Convenor and the more looser way of working this provides the group. 
	24th Nov
	



Review work plans
2020, sadly a full update was not possible, however the current key activity is the drafting of the ‘Natural Injustice’ report. IT will provide a draft document by mid-December with a full discussion scheduled for our Jan meeting.    
2021, EP & NC attended a strategy session on 11th November and the specific plans for the WCG will follow from DL and will be discussed at our next meeting.  
Date of next meeting:  21st January 2021, 2.00-4.00 by Zoom. 
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