Meeting Notes- Wildlife Group meeting 22 January (14:00pm-16:00pm) via Zoom
Attendees- Craig Macadam (Buglife), Eddie Palmer (Scottish Badgers), Bruce Wilson (SWT), Gus Jones (BSCG), Beryl Leatherland (SWLG), Juliette Camburn (KSB), Kathy Wormald (Froglife), Isobel Mercer (RSPB), Paul Walton (RSPB). Deborah Long (LINK)
Apologies – Allan Bantick (Scottish Badgers), Helen Taylor (RZSS), Darryl Cox (BBCT), Chris Corrigan (Butterfly CT), Alistair Whyte (Plantlife)

Chaired by - Craig Macadam

Summary of actions from previous 9th December meeting

	Action No.
	Action
	To be actioned by
	Status

	1.
	Workplan tidied up and circulated to WG group in the new year.
	Deborah, Craig, Juliet, Paul
	Completed

	2.
	Reaching out to BES (Sarah McKain) on 30x30 discussion – BES are reviewing current protected areas and different designations.
	Arina
	Ongoing

	3.
	Article/blog on raising the profile on INNS via FoS 
	Paul or Craig
	Early 2021

	4.
	Lodge a PQ on what progress the SG INNS group has made on non-native species and how many meetings have taken place in 2020.
	Arina
	February 



1. General Updates
· Acceptance of Previous Minutes & Review of Actions 
Previous meeting minutes accepted, and actions updated.
· Meetings Attended
· Deborah – NatureScot Protected Areas meeting - part of a series of workshops that NatureScot and James Hutton Institute put together to talk about protected areas. Attended one on nature networks. It underlined the importance of our work on Nature Networks and the need to keep talking about practical delivery of them on the ground. We need to continue advocacy on what Nature Networks are and how that can be implemented.  
· Isobel – There was also a NatureScot Protected Areas meeting on site condition which Jerry Wilson attended – will get an update from him.
· Paul, Juliet and Craig went to NatureScot meeting on nature targets and the Stuart Housden report. Katie Gillham (Marine lead), Ben Ross (Protected Areas and Nature Reserves), Pete Rawcliffe (People Engagement), Paul Sizeland (SBS Manager). Pete Rawcliffe seemed quite supportive of Nature Networks – seeing them as a way of delivering targets. Paul Sizeland is going to be the lead on the Strategic Project Alliance and on Biodiversity Net Gain (Positive Effects for Biodiversity). 
· Paul – Previously the SG have said no to targets and that was what we got in our response to the LINK letter. Des Thompson set this meeting up but couldn’t attend so the NatureScot staff who did attend didn’t seem to know what we were there to talk about. Their instinctive response was positive, and the reason was largely around State of Nature – e.g. these targets are SoN targets around species abundance, species distribution, IUCN red list status and a habitats. Getting our shared evidence base in with a statutory underpinning. Kate Gillham said that the SoN is no longer the shared evidence base for marine – going to pursue this further with Calum Duncan. NatureScot won’t be helpful with this but they don’t seem opposed to it. 
· Bruce – Met with Keith (Head of Land Use Strategy SG), his colleague and John. The Land Use Strategy draft is not good and has regressed from where it was previously. Key thing – it has dropped any reference to the ecosystems approach which was lobbied hard for. This was a LINK document that was produced and SG had input on – really good interpretation of an ecosystems approach as outlined by UN’s Sustainable Development and how that feeds into land use approaches. None of the team writing the document had heard of the LINK document. Has responded as well as LINK. 
· Paul and Craig attended a meeting about genetic conservation units for species. They exist for trees – to reflect the issues of provenance (tree planting projects etc.). The genetic basis for it is flimsy – now there is considerable enthusiasm amongst NatureScot, and academics is to try and do this for all species. Professor Pete Hollingsworth (RBGE) was there. Worry is NatureScot will focus on genetic diversity which is good but not good when we are losing whole species. It isn’t a massive threat – might be a risk that is becomes a distraction. 
· Craig attended a meeting on behalf of the National History Museum with NatureScot about the NHM’s Darwin’s Tree of Life Project. NatureScot have open arms to this as they want to go access to NNRs and facilities. They’re facilitating the project work in Scotland. 
· Craig – The genetic conservation unit project is a PhD that is running in York - seems to be using Scotland as their area for work. 

2. Workplan exercise
EU Biodiversity Strategy
· Isobel - EU Biodiversity Strategy – we should be pulling out things to see which ones we would like to have replicated. Relevant for the Governance Group with the keeping pace powers and the Continuity Bill. 
· Paul – colleagues at RSPB headquarters or Birdlife produced an analysis of what is in the EU biodiversity strategy. 
· Isobel – Not all of it will be relevant to Scotland so should go through with a finer tooth comb. 
NBS
· Isobel – Pathways towards each of the outcomes in the Environment Strategy which are being developed now - they will be a consultation – unsure when. 6 outcomes and each have a pathway. Nature one will be relevant to Wildlife Group. Other groups could be looking at this as well Economics and Circular Economy group. This is a LINK wide action.
· Paul – NBS is going to be a strong theme at COP26. This should be a big focus for LINK. 
· Bruce – Suggested we need a workshop for SG civil servants – what are NBS etc. Give them more of an understanding. COP26 is the driving focus but educating civil servants ahead of that is very important.
· Paul suggested doing something via SPICe – producing a SPICe briefing on NBS. Saying what we wanted it to say – will help to narrow down what is becoming a hopelessly broad definition. 
Aichi Reporting
· Paul – Working on trying to get a biodiversity intactness index report produced by the Natural History Museum to say we aren’t doing that well. Asked how much detail we want to go in to – protected areas target failure, funding targets, INNIS targets about means. 
Protected Areas
· Isobel - Continuing advocacy around the data from the Aichi report which will be published – teasing apart that data to illustrate what the condition is and how it hasn’t improved since 2007. There has been a lot of PQs around funding for monitoring and management of sites – potential blog to come from this. Ties into 30x30 paper LINK should produce – Scottish version of WCL paper.
INNIS
· Craig – Had meeting with Niall Moore from the Non-Native Species Secretariat and said there could be movement on an inspectorate in England.
· Paul – The inspectorate idea was co-designed on the telephone with Paul and Niall. DEFRA has asked the treasury for funding. If there is one established, it will not operate in Scotland.


3. Update on biodiversity process 

a. Post 2020 biodiversity delivery – Update from Paul Walton
· Paul - Statement of Intent from SG was published in December – quite positive. The flagship commitment was to 30x30 – appears in the EU biodiversity strategy and there is an international movement towards it. It was accompanied by Strategic Project Alliance – the first indication that the next delivery plan for the next biodiversity strategy will involve LINK and the NGO sector and what that plan will look like. They have chosen big projects delivered by single bodies. LINK is going to try and make that more accurately the diversity of actions that reflect biodiversity. We have 5 LINK seats plus a LINK staff seat. The funder NNHF will be there as well. 
· SG did not publish Aichi target reporting – SG has scored itself 9/20 which is relatively good compared to rest of the world and UK (this is problematic). They withheld their last interim report – mainly because of LINK complaints (e.g. funding etc.). SG will have to formally publish Aichi report at some point – unsure when.
· The Herald article – found a paper which described the report for the Scientific Advisory Committee of NatureScot and reported it. ‘Scotland failing, missing biodiversity targets etc.’ – bit of anger from officials. SG will have to formally publish 
· Craig – we have had responses from Roseanna to our letters – tactic is to move our focus to Ben Macpherson. Welcome letter has been sent and request for a meeting. 
· Isobel – Thom has advised that Ben’s position is just a holding position until the new Government starts – RSPB is focusing on deer review – something they could get a commitment on before elections.
· Paul – New director will be Kevin Quinlan. In his previous role to do with Europe and international business – he set up the Inter-Ministerial Group of policy coherence on sustainable development (getting ministers to talk to each other about sustainable development). Done in international development context – could be something he could do here.
· The whole biodiversity structures which SG had set up which is all government families leading down to 7 key projects in developing the next SBS. This has been scrapped – now 2 main ones, producing the strategy and delivering the strategy. The indications that Keith Connal and Bridget Campbell wall of stopping eNGOs from engaging is beginning to crumble. DtG report will help demonstrate how critical eNGOs are in biodiversity delivery.

b. Delivering the Goods Report – Craig
· Report is on track to be ready for the 17th of Feb. Draft will be sent round to the group soon. 
· Paul – asked Isobel if the DtG will have any impact on budget discussions.
· Isobel – Depends on timings. Have had discussions with some parties this week – the likelihood of getting anything new in this budget is unlikely because of the upcoming election. It will be around shifting stuff between existing budget lines – if we can figure out a way of packaging the funding asks expanding or changing existing budgets. 
· Paul – Another 5 million into the Biodiversity Challenge fund - not anything. 
· Craig – the report will be useful in that sense will be to show the level of ambition in the case studies in projects for the future. They add up to a lot more than £5 million. 
· Deborah – There is a loose end we need to tie up – we need to agree between us what our funding for nature advocacy looks like. Looking at what they asked for in National Nature Service proposal by WCL – 74 million for nature restoration targets. Taking 10% of that – what we should be arguing for in Scotland. Biodiversity Challenge Fund - NatureScot said they haven’t had many applications and they were wondering why. Furlough and capacity, deadline was tight, scale of the projects was huge, and the fact projects needed to be completed within 12 months. Craig suggested speaking to Zoe Clelland at RSPB.
· Craig – They wanted Transformational Landscape Scale action on a single site.

4. Update on targets work
· Juliet - Waiting for sign off from WEL on the ELUK targets briefing ‘Global Goal for Nature and People’  
· The briefing outlines a UK indicator which would be a realistic way to measure reversing decline by 2030 – it also follows a ‘one out all out approach’. The aim is to think about how we benchmark it against what the individual countries are doing. Will be circulated to both the Wildlife & Governance groups next week and it will also be published on the website
· The rough plan of action for the ELUK group is to produce briefings based on agreed themes – targets, area-based management measures on both land and sea (e.g. 30x30) and MERV (Monitoring, enforcement, reporting and verification). These will then be used for advocacy/campaigning on the run up to CBD (FFSN).
· Useful to note that the new EU Biodiversity strategy commits the EU to:
· “Legally binding EU nature restoration targets to be proposed in 2021, subject to an impact assessment” 
· (see para 2.2.1 and summary box after para 2.2.10 of https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590574123338&uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0380)
· Part 1 of the Continuity Bill requires the Scottish Government to “keep pace” with EU law, especially for the purpose of environmental protection. If the current Scottish Government wishes to re-enter the EU – to do so, it’d have to comply with the EU’s legally binding nature restoration targets. This is something we will keep an eye on and will bring to the ELUK table – will closely tie in with FFSN’s third ask which is calling for targets in Scotland
· Juliet working with Miriam on the third ask of the FFSN campaign. This is in the planning process – there is a meeting in a couple of weeks to build on the messaging.
· Discussions around engaging audiences in understanding our case for targets, and to understand what we mean by nature recovery – this will be done through a variety of materials such as blogs, videos, social media content. Juliet will be working with Miriam to tie in the ELUK joint advocacy with the campaign messaging. This will also be done by making use of Stuart Housden’s report on nature recovery targets 
· There is a first draft of a blog that Juliet and the target officers have written up – highlighting what COP15 is and why it is important. Currently editing this to make sure language is applicable in all 4 countries and not just UK centered.
· Paul – Tactical stuff in Stuart Housden’s target report summary isn’t necessarily completely aligned with ELUK work. The habitats target isn’t well developed. In Westminster the Environment Bill goes for Stage 3 reading on Tuesday next week and Greener UK are going to put a SoN amendment which is the same thing – species abundance, species distribution, IUCN red list etc. This is a much more advanced stage; they haven’t really gone beyond where we are with it. We are well coordinated there. 
· Deborah – Stuart’s report on targets in Scotland was published in October. It doesn’t reference 30x30. We aren’t proposing to update the report to include it. Planning a Parliamentary Event to bring it to the notice of Parliamentarians. Thinking of holding it in March – trying to get it hosted by MSP. An hour-long lunchtime events. Panel of 4 people followed by Q&A. Bringing people up to speed on what nature targets are, what they’d look like, where else they have been successful. With feedback into the EU Biodiversity Strategy.
· Paul is happy to be on the panel. 

5. Species Champions
· Juliet - Received a response from Roseanna Cunningham from the joint letter that was sent in November on nature targets. Very lengthy and no mention of nature targets
· However, Annabelle Ewing didn’t sign the letter but wrote to Roseanna Cunningham to make her aware of it. Her researcher sent me the response she got from Roseanna, which was identical to the one I received. Interesting move from an SNP MSP as I received no signatures from them.
· Response I received has been published on the website as well as sent to all MSP who signed the letter.

· World Wetlands Day is on the 2nd of Feb. Juliet drafted a motion and sent it to Alexander Burnett – freshwater pearl mussel champion - he lodged it a couple of days ago. Not likely we will get a debate this year but is good for recognition and for Species Champions to support it. MSP Champions have been emailed to encourage supporting it.
· Election planning – Planning a pledge to be launched end of March for MSPs to sign. The main points in the pledge will be emphasising that the climate and nature crises as interlinked and nature targets – however we are looking to soften the language so we can get the SNP on board. This will be sent to all current Species Champions plus new candidates – kicking it off before the election so new candidates are more inclined to sign it if it already has a few signatures
· Species Champion election planning meeting is next week Tuesday.

6. AOB
· Alistair Whyte update – ‘In the Scot Gov high level statement there is a commitment to deliver a plants strategy for Scotland. Plantlife are in discussions with NatureScot and RBGE about a collaborative approach to developing this, with a view that it will help shape post-2020 SBS etc. We have our first meeting on this next week. The exchanges we have had so far have been very positive. Possibly complement the Lower Plants and Fungi strategy or act as an overarching document which might refer to the lower plants strategy – I get the sense this is going to be a lot less detailed.’
· Craig – Quinquennial Review Wildlife and Countryside Act. There is a call for evidence out. There is a fundamental change to previous QQRs – they have changed the criteria. All the species that were on there will have be assessed against this new criterion. Mountain hare wouldn’t qualify with these new criteria. Need for us to do advocacy around criteria themselves. 
· The new criteria – there is a selection criterion which is based on Red Lists. Any critically endangered species will automatically be listed. Any extinct or recently extinct species in the wild will be on a parking list for when they reappear/ if they ever. Anything that is endangered we must supply evidence that it will benefit from protection. This is a big change and will cause huge problems. 
· Isobel – The amended habitats regulations that have come into force since the 1st January have powers in them for the four governments to amend the annexes. In Scotland that would be from NatureScot. For the UK regulations they don’t have to seek advice. 
· Craig – In England and Wales, European Protected species will automatically be proposed for listing on the schedules. In Scotland they aren’t on the schedules to start with, but the European Protected species are only on the Habitat Regs. 
· Paul and Keith from RSPB leading on this. European Protects species were removed from scheduled five protection in Scotland – because it was duplicating it. Paul has written to NatureScot on this. 
· Craig – Bat Conservation involved nationally and across the UK. They are concerned because all bats are protected. Now it will be individual species and they will have to identify which ones will be protected.
· Paul – If a species is vulnerable or near threatened it can’t get on the list – Mountain Hare can’t get on the list. However, endangered species you can make a case for it. Critically endangered species can get on. Basking shark and otter etc. 
7. Date for the next meeting TBC.

Summary of Actions for 22 January Wildlife Group meeting

	Action No.
	Action
	To be actioned by
	Status

	1.
	Article/blog on raising the profile on INNS via FoS
	Craig or Paul
	Early 2021

	2.
	Lodge a PQ on what progress the SG INNS group has made on non-native species and how many meetings have taken place in 2020.
	Arina
	February

	3.
	Check what work RSPB are doing on Nature Based Solutions in relation so COP26
	Paul
	February

	4.
	Initiate meeting with Anna Brand (SPICe) for NBS briefing/workshop. 

	Bruce
	February 

	5. 
	Send information pack on Quinquennial Review of Wildlife and Countryside Act to group members.

	Craig
	Completed
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