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Scottish Environment LINK                             
Carbon Management Report 2021-22 
 
Management summary 

This is the thirteenth published Carbon Accounts report from LINK.  Previous year’s reports can be found on our website. Note that 2013/14 data had not been gathered and is therefore omitted from the data sets.	Comment by Tanyara Matore: I have included 10 yrs of data as 13 columns looked untidy. I added link re: where to find other reports.
The scope of this year’s report is different from previous years reflecting the change of LINK’s working practices.  Following the lifting of COVID lockdowns, staff are now working on a hybrid model with a mix of remote and in-office working. LINK continues to hold most meetings and events online with face-to-face meetings where practicable. Energy emission include estimated homeworking energy emissions, a nominal amount to cover electricity use in both offices, travel for all employees (both business and commuting), waste, and recycling from the Perth office. The collection of data from LINK’s Edinburgh office has not been possible since October 2016.
The team’s estimated homeworking energy emissions are calculated based on guidance provided by Environmental consultants EcoAct who have written a whitepaper on homeworking emissions  and summarised in a helpful Blog by Bulb (the UK's biggest green energy supplier) who contributed to this work  - How to measure the carbon impact of working from home | Blog | Bulb.	Comment by Tanyara Matore:  longwinded paragraph - can we add as a reference at end instead?
[bookmark: _Hlk514925325][bookmark: _Hlk49852191]The carbon equivalent figures are calculated based on the conversion factors published in the Government guidelines for 2020. Our emission levels in terms of metric tonnes increased as the emission  of kg CO2e are now calculated at higher rates across some forms of transport and energy.
LINK's environmental policy is based on the principle of the "3 Rs" - reducing consumption of energy and other resources, re-using resources as much as possible and recycling where possible.
Overall, our Carbon Emissions for the year equated to 3.3 metric tonnes - an increase of 0.73 tonnes on 2020/21.



 


The largest share of our emissions was generated from heating and power, with an increase of 0.38 metric tonnes from last year. This increase in energy consumption is due to the return of staff to the offices (on a hybrid basis) and an increase in staffing levels of 0.76 FTE over the past year.







As the table above shows, the recommencement of travel for business and commuting post covid has increased our carbon emissions per employee by 4% compared to last year.

Travel

As covid restrictions have lifted, staff are commuting back to the office on a rota basis and travelling occasionally on business, however the majority of meetings and events are now held online.
Rail travel remains the main form of travel for LINK staff. There has been a small increase in travel by car although this remains our least preferred method, only using cars to travel when the public transport option is unfeasible.



The split of staff business travel between the different projects/offices can be seen below.  The travel increase is attributable to the Perth office, where our Chief Officer, Deborah Long is working with a wider range of external stakeholders to meet LINK’s goals of a more sustainable Scotland.



LINK’s travel from commuting has also increased slightly but this is predominantly attributed to one staff member of staff who commutes from a rural area. LINK continues to offer staff the opportunity to participate in the Cycle to Work Scheme to encourage more travel by bicycle.


Waste Disposal

LINK tracks waste disposed from its Perth office but is currently not able to capture that information for its Edinburgh office, although our Edinburgh staff separate their waste with as much as possible sent for recycling and all food waste collected for composting.
The amount of waste disposed to landfill from the Perth office has reduced; this can be partly attributed to a continued lower use of LINK meeting room. 




In both offices, food waste is taken home by staff to be composted through the Local Authorities’ composting service or in home composting.



Improving our carbon management in 2022-23 
We will continue to hold meetings and events on-line whenever possible as this increases accessibility for mnay members and has been shown to be highly successful since 2020. Face to face events are now limited to those where networking is an integral objectives. LINK continues to offer all staff flexible working, with home and office based working in a hybrid model. This aids work/life balance and reduces carbon emissions from commuting.



Tanyara Matore
11 July 2022

Total carbon emissions from business activities
data-set = Total CO2 (METRIC TONNES)	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	15.650958837956782	15.125552776482801	12.434983120529601	13.494933058947199	13.484552865843998	13.31	9.9710000000000001	5.4025527651583918	7.6446319494505302	6.1584426429408001	2.5076898000000001	3.3041173627999996	
Metric tonnes CO2



LINK'S TOTAL CARBON EMISSIONS
Energy
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME] [PERCENTAGE]

Energy	Business Travel	Commuting	2890.0201947999999	44.86363399999999	324.36990000000003	
Total Carbon Emissions per Employee

Total	2009-10	2010-11	2011-12	2012-3	2014-5	2015-6	2016-7	2017-18	2018-19	2019-20	2020-21	2021-2	2893.4267386787305	2494.5161121289902	1277.8621089336057	1994.2839907214588	1444.9584456621001	2058.0530782805722	2022.2878117369696	1097.674184355335	1208.1066961097363	1122.7016866936408	351.99175055143371	366.48806818115946	
kg CO2




Carbon Emissions from Business Travel

Rail	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	1752.0547199999996	1665.2042399999996	1991.7531199999999	1894.5228959999997	1470.2646	1879.03174438	1308.9621954815998	647.81665617715203	1829.3502156692859	1059	0	28.816893999999994	Car	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	186.85375999999999	237.33792000000005	392.61462416663505	316.29599999999999	539.19360000000006	324.07029899999992	144.28798940160004	37.479046809599936	336.60270248324082	496	0	Other	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	9.4369357209600064	105.96320454267106	362	0	
kg CO2




LINK Business Travel Trends

Perth	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	17824.199999999997	11410.8	13038.400000000001	11994.359999999999	8838.7999999999993	11507.567999999999	16607.142604799999	6565.2	10319.199999999999	13107	0	780.1	Edinburgh	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	8616.5999999999985	9851.2000000000007	10980.8	7256.6	6749.6	5859.3344000000006	6413.2358400000003	1770.6	3985	2321	0	0	Marine	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	4743.5	8004.1600000000008	11764	16399.28	11159.600000000002	13160.332800000002	2971.4927616000004	498	1846.4	384	0	0	Flourishing	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	0	0	0	0	2396.8000000000002	3612.2050000000004	1396.9105920000002	Circular Economy	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	2651	0	0	
Mile Travelled





LINK's Carbon Emissions from Commuting

Bus	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	21.463750000000346	0	0	956.40599999999995	0	0	0	73.238541742080002	0	79	0	0	Rail	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	31.283200000000001	185.416	927.07999999999993	231.76999999999998	1761.1714559999998	1771.0780454400001	1308.9621954815998	1048.1098707763201	3294.9622783840059	930	0	0	Car	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	3441.9811304347827	2406.2328000000002	1107.5328	1267.8335999999997	1288.9916159999998	142.13181950000001	144.28798940160004	219.87707461631999	808.45682837132529	2072	0	306.40194000000002	Bicycle	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	17.967959999999998	



Waste Disposal

Recycled	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	149.44000000000003	150.63	134.73999999999998	89.41	49.38	65	110	49.38	31.849999999999998	12	33	28	Landfill	09/10	10/11	11/12	12/13	14/15	15/16	16/17	17/8	18/19	19/20	20/21	21/22	40.179999999999993	59.959999999999994	64.120000000000019	43.74	33.32	43	49	33.32	15.9	5	0	5	
KG
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