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As the Nature l..halnpnm for the Great Yellow Bumblebee . B r

“Presiding Officer, | would like to declare that | am the Nature Champion for the...”

It's autumn and Scotland's species are preparing themselves for the wintery chill - geese are
returning to our shores from even colder places, salmon are leaping upstream towards their
birthplaces to spawn, and bats are finding safe nooks to hibernate within to see them through to
warmer days.

In Holyrood, meanwhile, Scotland’'s Nature Champions have been busy discussing and debating the
Natural Environment Bill, which could introduce long-awaited legally-binding nature recovery
targets. It was a joy to hear Nature Champions highlight their species and habitats in the Stage 1
debate - and also those they aren’t championing!

In this Nature Champions newsletter, we round up the Nature Champions activity from the past few
months - those visits, Motions and other efforts to raise awareness of their species and habitats in
their constituencies and beyond. We also feature two articles from LINK members and highlight
LINK's recent activity as part of the 6FRWDQG/ RYHV 1 DW{H campaign.

Whilst political attention may be on biodiversity over the coming weeks, members have been keen
to stress how the biodiversity and climate crises go hand in hand, and how climate change remains
the single greatest threat to Scotland’s natural environment. Here, Atlantic Salmon Trust describe
the shocking impact that climate change is having on one of our most iconic species and the work
they're undertaking to safeguard Atlantic Salmon into the future 0 HDQZ KI® ) URJ@ H KLIK@ KWiKHU
QHZ SIRMFW&RDIDFH R : LGVSDFH 6FRADQG Z KIFK Z 1Y RUIN DRRQIMGH FRP P XQWHV 1Q DUHDV R UFK
LOGXMMDOKHUWMIH VR WDQMRWP WHU GFDOKDEMIW VR KHS P MW DWW WH H HFW Rl FiP DWW FKDQJH
DBQI Z W D Z KRG WIDQIH RI' FLHDWYH DRPAYIWHY VR J HASHRS® VWYXAN LOWR WHIUZ 1@ VSDRHV

With just a few months before Parliament is dissolved and the Nature Champions initiative comes to
a close for another session, we encourage you to take up any opportunities you can to get out and
enjoy the nature around you, to encounter your species and habitats face-to-face, and to meet and
the people and places they are integral to.

Thank you, as ever, for being a voice for Scotland's threatened species and habitats in the Scottish
Parliament.

Andy Marks
Parliamentary Officer, Scottish Environment LINK
DQGUHZ # VFRWIDN RUD

1 DVXUH &KDP SIRQV $ PAYIW
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Phytophthora ramorum

In July, Nature Champion for
the White-tailed Eagle and
Moss Carder Bee, Mark
Ruskell MSP, asked the
Scottish Government about
Scottish Forestry's policy
regarding Phytophthora
ramorum - a destructive
fungus-like organism that kills
trees like larch - and how its
control can impact breeding
raptor populations.

ScotLINK 50-strong!

Sarah Boyack MSP, Nature
Champion for the Large
Heath Butterfly, lodged a

Motion to celebrate Scottish

Environment LINK reaching

50 member organisations.

ScotLINK's members
represent a broad spectrum
of environmental interests in

Scotland and have a

combined membership of
over 500,000 people.

Nature of Scotland
Awards

Also in September, Nature
Champion for the Fulmar,
Karen Adam MSP,
highlighted her Nature
Champion role and her
efforts to champion these
threatened seabirds at a
Parliamentary reception
announcing the shortlisted
nominees for the Nature of
Scotland Awards, hosted by
RSPB Scotland & NatureScot.

Ariane Burgess MSP, Nature
Champion for the Eurasian
Beaver and the Aspen, lodged
a Motion to celebrate the
Royal Zoological Society of
Scotland's Work to halt
biodiversity loss and the
charity's leadership in
ground-breaking
conservation projects.

Whale Strandings

Beatrice Wishart MSP,
Nature Champion for the
Orca, lodged a Parliamentary
Question about increases in
marine mammal strandings in
Scotland, and what
assessment the Scottish
Government has made of
these results in relation to
industrial activity in the seas

around Scotland.

Protecting Scotland’s
Rivers

Audrey Nicoll MSP, Nature
Champion for the Freshwater
Pearl Mussel, led a debate on

protecting Scotland's rivers

and the species that rely on
them, such as Freshwater

Pearl Mussels. Former and

present freshwater
champions, Alexander
Burnett MSP and Emma
Harper MSP, also took partin
the debate.

Celebrating the RZSS A Hopeful New Chapter

- "© Deborah Lang

Christine Grahame MSP,
Nature Champion for the
Golden Eagle, lodged a
Motion to celebrate the
successful fledging of the first
young golden eagle,
‘Princeling’, as part of efforts
to restore the species in
southern Scotland. The South
Scotland eagle population has
gone from just three breeding
pairs to more than 50.

Rhododendron Strikes Again!

In September, Graham
Simpson MSP, Nature
Champion for the Bilberry
Bumblebee and the Ash,
asked the Scottish
Government about tackling
invasive Rhododendron
ponticum - a key threat to
Scotland's rainforests - and

& conversations it is having with

the horticultural sector about
a potential ban on its sale.

Nature Champions in
the 7*" Session

Nature Champion for the
Kestrel, John Mason MSP,
lodged a Member's Business
Motion for Debate noting the
success of the Nature
Champions initiative over this
Parliament, along with the
need for new members in the
next parliamentary session to
take up the role of a Nature
Champion to help champion
Scotland’'s natural heritage.

World Migratory Bird Day

To recognise World Migratory
Bird Day, Gordon MacDonald
MSP, Nature Champion for
the Swift, lodged a Motion
that noted the steep declines
of Swifts, which are now on
the Red List, and the value of
Swift bricks and boxes in
providing nesting sites. Swifts
return each May and leave in
August, marking the arrival
and passing of summer.



Searching for Northern Brown Argus

This summer, Butterfly Conservation Scotland were joined by
Roz MccCall MSP, Nature Champion for the Northern Brown
Argus, in search of the Northern Brown Argus in Perthshire.

The Northern Brown Argus is a beautiful butterfly whose UK
distribution plummeted 56% from 1990 to 2018, largely due to
habitat loss. Exploring swathes of species-rich grassland, Roz
and the team managed to spot the adult butterflies, eggs and
caterpillars, as well as fragrant orchids and Dark Green
Fritillaries. These grasslands take many years to establish and
are a valuable carbon store, as well as a haven for wildlife.
Action is needed to protect these habitats for the future.
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https://atlanticsalmontrust.org/
https://atlanticsalmontrust.org/save-the-spring/
https://atlanticsalmontrust.org/linking-the-lochs/
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) IRI@H LV GHGIFDWG VR FRQVHMQI WH 8 . TV QDWYH UHSWBI DQG DP SKIELDQ SRSXOMRQV DQG WH KDEVDW
YMBOR WHU VXUYLYDO $ SUDPWFDO KDQGV RQ FKDUW Z H FUHDWM DQG UHRUH | UHVKZ DWU KDEVIW DRIRW
WHS . VR VXSSRUNMHVH VSHAHV

3RQGV DUH HWHQWDOI RUDP SKLELDQV DQG HSVIKN SIRYIGIQ) ELHHGIQD JLIRXQGV WHXJIH DQG IHHGQ)
RSSRUMQMHV + RZ HYHU FQP DWW FKDQJH LV SXWIQJ ViKHVH KDELVIDW XQGHUMADLY 51MQU WP SHIDW(LHV
DQG WKUWQJ DIQI DSDWHALLY FDXVH SRQGV VR G RXWRUT RRG XQSUHGIRE® GIMXSWQJ EUHHGIQI DQG
(HGXAQ) HJJ DQG @UYDOVXUNYDO $P SKIEIDQV LHIDQWRQ P RMWHQYILRQP HQW |DFH KDEMWERW DQG
GMHDVH GXUQI GLRXJKW DQG KHDVE DYHV Z KIGB! UHSWBN | DFH FKD@IQUHV VXK DV WWHZ HG V. UMRV 1Q
WP SHIDWUH GHSHQGHQW\SHAHY DQG ®W Rl USDUDQ KDEMDW 7RIHWHU WHVH [P SDRW WUHDMQ
EIRGLYHUAW DQG HFR MP - UHVICHQRH
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https://www.froglife.org/coalface-to-wildspace-scotland/
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2QWHP RWQQI R WH W 2 PREHU 0 63V DQG SDWHW E\ ZHH JUIHHWG E\ DSXi Q DEXP EGEHH D
Z IG@FDWDQG D UHG VT XIUHOGHP RQMADARI RXWGH WH 6FRWIK 3DUIDP HQW 7KLY XQRUMRGR] P HQDU HUH
KHG WJIQV UHDGIQ) BURWIPWRXU KRP H I5HWRUH QDW(H DQG 1 DIXUH VBUIHW QRZT UHSUHVHOAQD WKH
IQMHWVRI Z [@0H DARW 6FRWDQG [Q DGYDQFH Rl WHBVIIH ' HEDWIRI WH 1 DD, QYLRQP HQWAD

7KH 1 DWUDO( QYLLRQP HOWASUHVHQW D YWMIORSSRUXQIW VR VMAMRQI DQG P HDQIQJ | XOVBLI HW IRU
QDVLH LHFRYHU 1Q 6FRUDQG 6V WH 6VOM Rl 1 DW(IH LHSRUAKDV IRXQG RQH LQ QLOH VSHFLHV 1Q

6FRVIDQG LV DWUWN Rl H VIQFIRQ Z W DB RWAKDO Rl VSHAHY GHRUHDMQJ 1Q QXP EHUMOQPH WH v
6FRUDQG DOR WDQNVIQWH BZ MWV RI FRXQWHY JREDD | RUWH RYHIDGKHDOK Rl W EIRGLYHUW

3Xi QV IRUH DP S®! DUHD I5HG/ MAMSHAHY P HDQIQJ WH DUH RQH Rl RXUP RWIWWUHDWIQHG EILGV 7KH
DUH DAUMN R H WOPVRQ 1Q 6 FRWDQG DQG Z RUGZ IGH 7KH * UHDWKH@RZ EXP EGEHH QRZ H WOPWWRP WH
UHWRI %4MAQ LV KDQIIQJ RQ IQ WH YHY 1 RUM Rl 6FRWDQG WH 2 LINQH V DQG WH 2 XWU + HEUGHV
: IGFDW DH RQ WH EUON Rl H WOPWRQ 1Q 6FRVBQG DAKRXJIK WH 6DYIQ) _: L@GFDW SDURHUKIS LV
SIRYIGIQJ D @HIH E\ EUHHGIQUJ FDW | RULHBDVH LOR WH Z 1 6FRVIQG LV KRP H R Rl WH 8. VHG
VTXIWHY EXVWKLY IFRQIE VSHAHV IV XQGHUWUHDWURP  WH IQYDMYH QRQ QDWYH JUH VT XIULHO

7KH 6FRVBQG / RYHV 1 DW(LH FDP SDJQ LV FD@Y RQ WH 6FRWMIK * RYHUOP HOMR VHWBUD® ELQGLQJ
VLI HW | RUQDWKIUH LHFRYHU DV Z HODV SXWKQJ P RUH IXQGIQU 1Q SOFH VR LHWRUH QDVH DQG KHSLQU
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6FRWWLVK (QYLURQPHQW /,1. ZRXOG OLNH WR WKDQN 1DWXUH &KDPSLRQV IRU \I
EHLQJ WKH YRLFH IRU 6FRWODQG V WKUHDWHQHG VSHFLHY DQG KDELWDWYV LQ
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