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“Presiding Officer, I would like to declare that I am the Nature Champion for the…”

It’s autumn and Scotland’s species are preparing themselves for the wintery chill - geese are

returning to our shores from even colder places, salmon are leaping upstream towards their

birthplaces to spawn, and bats are finding safe nooks to hibernate within to see them through to

warmer days.

In Holyrood, meanwhile, Scotland’s Nature Champions have been busy discussing and debating the

Natural Environment Bill, which could introduce long-awaited legally-binding nature recovery

targets. It was a joy to hear Nature Champions highlight their species and habitats in the Stage 1

debate - and also those they aren’t championing!

In this Nature Champions newsletter, we round up the Nature Champions activity from the past few

months - those visits, Motions and other efforts to raise awareness of their species and habitats in

their constituencies and beyond. We also feature two articles from LINK members and highlight

LINK's recent activity as part of the 6FRWODQG�/ RYHV�1 DWXUH campaign.

Whilst political attention may be on biodiversity over the coming weeks, members have been keen

to stress how the biodiversity and climate crises go hand in hand, and how climate change remains

the single greatest threat to Scotland’s natural environment. Here, Atlantic Salmon Trust describe

the shocking impact that climate change is having on one of our most iconic species and the work

they’re undertaking to safeguard Atlantic Salmon into the future��0 HDQZ KLOH��) URJOLIH�KLJKOLJKW�WKHLU
QHZ �SURMHFW��&RDOIDFH�WR�: LOGVSDFH��6FRWODQG��Z KLFK�Z LOO�Z RUN�DORQJVLGH�FRP P XQLWLHV�LQ�DUHDV�RI�ULFK
LQGXVWULDO�KHULWDJH�WR�WUDQVIRUP �WKHLU�ORFDO�KDELWDWV�WR�KHOS�P LWLJDWH�WKH�Hì HFWV�RI�FOLP DWH�FKDQJH�
DORQJ�Z LWK�D�Z KROH�UDQJH�RI�FUHDWLYH�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�JHW�SHRSOH�VWXFN�LQWR�WKHLU�Z LOG�VSDFHV�

With just a few months before Parliament is dissolved and the Nature Champions initiative comes to

a close for another session, we encourage you to take up any opportunities you can to get out and

enjoy the nature around you, to encounter your species and habitats face-to-face, and to meet and

the people and places they are integral to.

Thank you, as ever, for being a voice for Scotland's threatened species and habitats in the Scottish

Parliament.

Andy Marks

Parliamentary Officer, Scottish Environment LINK

DQGUHZ # VFRWOLQN�RUJ
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�: �L�O�G���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���6�D�O�P�R�Q���L�Q���+�R�W���:�D�W�H�U��

: LOG� $WODQWLF� VDOP RQ� DUH� LQ� FULVLV�� 2 QFH� DEXQGDQW� LQ� RXU� ULYHUV�� WKH\ � DUH� QRZ � FODVVLí HG� DV
Í( QGDQJHUHGÎ�LQ�* UHDW�%ULWDLQ��&OLP DWH�FKDQJH�LV�D�P DMRU�GULYHU�RI�WKLV�GHFOLQH���VDOP RQ�QHHG�FROG��FOHDQ
Z DWHU�� 5LVLQJ� WHP SHUDWXUHV�� H[ WUHP H� Z HDWKHU� HYHQWV� DQG� GHJUDGHG� KDELWDWV� DOO� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH
GHFOLQH� RI� WKLV� LFRQLF� í VK�� ,Q� WKH� 5LYHU� ' HH� FDWFKP HQW�� VSULQJ�UXQ� VDOP RQ� KDYH� GHFOLQHG� E\ � � � � � LQ
UHFHQW�GHFDGHV�DQG�MXVW�D�VLQJOH�IHP DOH�DGXOW�VDOP RQ�UHWXUQHG�WR�RQH�WULEXWDU\ �Ë�WKH�* LUQRFN�%XUQ�Ë�LQ
� � � � ��: LQWHU�î RRGV�Z DVK�DZ D\ �VDOP RQ�HJJV�DQG�KRWWHU��GULHU�VXP P HUV�UHGXFH�ULYHU�î RZ V�DQG�R[ \ JHQ
OHYHOV��VWUHVVLQJ�\ RXQJ�í VK�DQG�GLVUXSWLQJ�WKHLU�JURZ WK�

' HVSLWH� WKH� FULVLV�� WKHUH� LV� KRSH� $W� WKH� $WODQWLF� 6DOP RQ� 7UXVW� Z H� DLP � WR� GHP RQVWUDWH� DQG� LQVSLUH
SRVLWLYH�DFWLRQ�IRU�Z LOG�VDOP RQ�DQG�WKHLU�KDELWDWV��%\ �P DQDJLQJ�GHHU�JUD] LQJ�DQG�SODQWLQJ�WUHHV�DORQJ
ULYHUEDQNV�WR�SURYLGH�VWDELOLW\ �DQG�VKDGH��DV�Z HOO�DV�UHVWRULQJ�Z HWODQGV�DQG�SHDWODQG��WKH�KDELWDW�IRU
VDOP RQ�DQG�RWKHU�VSHFLHV�FDQ�LP SURYH��2 XU�6DYH�WKH�6SULQJ SDUWQHUVKLS�Z LWK�WKH�5LYHU� ' HH�KDV�WKLV
Z RUN�DW�LWV�FRUH�

( YHQ�LQ�Z LOG�VDOP RQ�VWURQJKROGV��WKHUH�LV�JURZ LQJ�SUHVVXUH�IURP �FOLP DWH�FKDQJH��Í/ LQNLQJ�WKH�/ RFKVÎ
LV� D� SURMHFW� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� ,VOH� RI� / HZ LV�� : LWK� ORFDO� SDUWQHUV�� Z HÎUH� VHWWLQJ� RXW� D� SURJUDP P H� RI� Z RUN
DFURVV� WKH� / D[ D\ � Z DWHUVKHG� WR� VHFXUH� Z LOG� VDOP RQ� DQG� Z LGHU� ELRGLYHUVLW\ � IRU� IXWXUH� JHQHUDWLRQV�
&RP P XQLW\ �HQJDJHP HQW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�DQG�Z HÎUH�Z RUNLQJ�FORVHO\ �Z LWK�FURIWHUV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�EHQHí WV�DUH
MXVW�DQG�HTXLWDEOH�IRU�ERWK�QDWXUH�DQG�SHRSOH�

: LOG�$WODQWLF�VDOP RQ�DUH�D�NH\ VWRQH�DQG�LQGLFDWRU�VSHFLHV� ��DQ�HDUO\ �Z DUQLQJ�V\ VWHP � IRU�SUREOHP V�LQ
WKH� Z LGHU� HFRV\ VWHP �� %\ � WDNLQJ� DFWLRQ� WR� UHVWRUH� WKHP �� Z H� SURWHFW� WKH� Z LGHU� HFRV\ VWHP � IURP � WKH
LP SDFWV�RI�FOLP DWH�FKDQJH�WRR��7KURXJK�FRQWLQXHG�Hì RUWV�Z H�DUH�GHWHUP LQHG�WR�WXUQ�WKH�WLGH�IRU�Z LOG
$WODQWLF�VDOP RQ�

: HQG\ �. HQ\ RQ
( QYLURQP HQWDO�/ HDG��$WODQWLF�6DOP RQ�7UXVW

,P DJH��‹���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���'�D�Y�L�H�V

�&�R�D�O�I�D�F�H���W�R���:�L�O�G�V�S�D�F�H�����6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G
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) URJOLIH�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�FRQVHUYLQJ�WKH�8 . ÎV�QDWLYH�UHSWLOH�DQG�DP SKLELDQ�SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�WKH�KDELWDWV
YLWDO�WR�WKHLU�VXUYLYDO��$�SUDFWLFDO��KDQGV�RQ�FKDULW\ ��Z H�FUHDWH�DQG�UHVWRUH� IUHVKZ DWHU�KDELWDWV�DFURVV
WKH�8 . �WR�VXSSRUW�WKHVH�VSHFLHV�

3RQGV�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�DP SKLELDQV�DQG�UHSWLOHV��SURYLGLQJ�EUHHGLQJ�JURXQGV��UHIXJH��DQG�IHHGLQJ
RSSRUWXQLWLHV��+ RZ HYHU��FOLP DWH�FKDQJH�LV�SXWWLQJ�WKHVH�KDELWDWV�XQGHU�VWUDLQ��5LVLQJ�WHP SHUDWXUHV
DQG�VKLIWLQJ�UDLQIDOO�SDWWHUQV�FDXVH�SRQGV�WR�GU\ �RXW�RU� î RRG�XQSUHGLFWDEO\ ��GLVUXSWLQJ�EUHHGLQJ�DQG
UHGXFLQJ� HJJ� DQG� ODUYDO� VXUYLYDO�� $P SKLELDQV�� UHOLDQW� RQ� P RLVW� HQYLURQP HQWV�� IDFH� KDELWDW� ORVV� DQG
GLVHDVH� GXULQJ� GURXJKWV� DQG� KHDWZ DYHV�� Z KLOH� UHSWLOHV� IDFH� FKDOOHQJHV� VXFK� DV� VNHZ HG� VH[ � UDWLRV� LQ
WHP SHUDWXUH�GHSHQGHQW� VSHFLHV� DQG� ORVV� RI� ULSDULDQ� KDELWDWV�� 7RJHWKHU�� WKHVH� LP SDFWV� WKUHDWHQ
ELRGLYHUVLW\ �DQG�HFRV\ VWHP �UHVLOLHQFH�

7R� KHOS� P LWLJDWH� WKHVH� Hì HFWV� LQ� 6FRWODQG�� ) URJOLIH� LV� GHYHORSLQJ� &RDOIDFH� WR� : LOGVSDFH�� 6FRWODQG�
VXSSRUWHG� E\ � WKH� 1 DWLRQDO� / RWWHU\ � + HULWDJH� ) XQG�� 7KH� SURMHFW� Z LOO� UXQ� DFURVV� $\ UVKLUH�� 6RXWK
/ DQDUNVKLUH��DQG�WKH�/ RWKLDQV��EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�SUHYLRXV�6FRWWLVK�LQLWLDWLYHVÌ 6FRWWLVK�/ LYLQJ
: DWHUV�� 6FRWWLVK� ' UDJRQ� ) LQGHU�� DQG� &RP H� ) RUWK� IRU� : LOGOLIH�� Z KLFK� HQJDJHG� RYHU� � � � �� � � � SHRSOH�
HQKDQFHG�� � �VLWHV��FUHDWHG�� � �SRQGV��UHVWRUHG�� � ��DQG�LP SURYHG�� � � �WHUUHVWULDO�KDELWDWV�

&RDOIDFH� WR� : LOGVSDFH� DLP V� WR� JR� IXUWKHU�� FUHDWLQJ� DQG� UHVWRULQJ� � � � SRQGV�� HQKDQFLQJ� � � � WHUUHVWULDO
KDELWDWV�� DQG� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� QLQH� Z LOGOLIH� FRUULGRUV� IHDWXULQJ� � � � VP DOOHU� SRQGV� DQG� � � � WDUJHWHG
LQWHUYHQWLRQV�

3XEOLF�HQJDJHP HQW�LV�FHQWUDO�WR�WKH�SURMHFW��Z LWK�DFWLYLWLHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP �D�GLJLWDO�í OP �H[ SORULQJ�ORFDO
JHRORJ\ � DQG� VSHFLHV� HYROXWLRQ� WR� FUHDWLYH� DQG� HGXFDWLRQDO� H[ SHULHQFHV� VXFK� DV� DUW� Z RUNVKRSV�
Ð6SHDNLQJ� 6FXOSWXUHV�Ñ� 0 DSHVWU\ �� Z LOGOLIH� JDUGHQLQJ�� SHUIRUP DQFH� DUW� LQ� VFKRROV�� 1 DWXUH� * XDUGLDQ
WUDLQLQJ��DQG�FRP P XQLW\ �HYHQWV�

8 OWLP DWHO\ ��WKH�SURMHFW�VHHNV�WR�WDFNOH�ELRGLYHUVLW\ �DQG�FOLP DWH�FULVHV�Z KLOH�HQVXULQJ�LQFOXVLYH�DFFHVV�WR
6FRWODQGÎV�QDWXUDO�KHULWDJH��LP SURYLQJ�Z HOOEHLQJ��VNLOOV��DQG�HP SOR\ P HQW�WKURXJK�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�

. DWK\ �: RUP DOG
&( 2 ��) URJOLIH

,P DJHV��‹��) URJOLIH

�$���: �L�O�F�D�W�����D���5�H�G���6�T�X�L�U�U�H�O�����D���3�X�I�I�L�Q�����D���%�X�P�E�O�H�E�H�H�����R�K���P�\��

https://www.froglife.org/coalface-to-wildspace-scotland/


2 Q�WKH�P RUQLQJ�RI�WKH�� � WK�2 FWREHU��0 63V�DQG�SDVVHUV�E\ �Z HUH�JUHHWHG�E\ �D�SXï Q��D�EXP EOHEHH��D
Z LOGFDW�DQG�D�UHG�VTXLUUHO�GHP RQVWUDWLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�6FRWWLVK�3DUOLDP HQW��7KLV�XQRUWKRGR[ �P HQDJHULH
KHOG� VLJQV� UHDGLQJ� Í3URWHFW� RXU� KRP HÎ�� Í5HVWRUH� QDWXUHÎ� DQG� Í1 DWXUH� WDUJHWV� QRZ Î�� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH
LQWHUHVWV�RI�Z LOGOLIH�DFURVV�6FRWODQG�LQ�DGYDQFH�RI�WKH�6WDJH�� �' HEDWH�RI�WKH�1 DWXUDO�( QYLURQP HQW�%LOO�

7KH� 1 DWXUDO� ( QYLURQP HQW� %LOO� SUHVHQWV� D� YLWDO� RSSRUWXQLW\ � WR� VHW� VWURQJ� DQG� P HDQLQJIXO� WDUJHWV� IRU
QDWXUH�UHFRYHU\ �LQ�6FRWODQG��b$V�WKH�6WDWH�RI� 1 DWXUH� � � � � �UHSRUW�KDV� IRXQG��RQH�LQ�QLQH�VSHFLHV�LQ
6FRWODQG�LV�DW�ULVN�RI �H[ WLQFWLRQ��Z LWK�DOP RVW�KDOI�RI�VSHFLHV�GHFUHDVLQJ�LQ�QXP EHU�VLQFH�WKH�� � � � V�
6FRWODQG�DOVR�UDQNV�LQ�WKH�ORZ HVW�� � � �RI�FRXQWULHV�JOREDOO\ �IRU�WKH�RYHUDOO�KHDOWK�RI�LWV�ELRGLYHUVLW\ �

3Xï QV��IRU�H[ DP SOH��DUH�D�Í5HG�/ LVWÎ�VSHFLHV��P HDQLQJ�WKH\ �DUH�RQH�RI�RXU�P RVW�WKUHDWHQHG�ELUGV��7KH\
DUH�DW�ULVN�RI�H[ WLQFWLRQ�LQ�6FRWODQG�DQG�Z RUOGZ LGH��7KH�* UHDW�<HOORZ �EXP EOHEHH��QRZ �H[ WLQFW�IURP �WKH
UHVW� RI� %ULWDLQ�� LV� KDQJLQJ� RQ� LQ� WKH� YHU\ � 1 RUWK� RI� 6FRWODQG�� WKH� 2 UNQH\ V� DQG� WKH� 2 XWHU� + HEULGHV�
: LOGFDWV� DUH� RQ� WKH� EULQN� RI� H[ WLQFWLRQ� LQ� 6FRWODQG�� DOWKRXJK� WKH� 6DYLQJ� : LOGFDWV� SDUWQHUVKLS� LV
SURYLGLQJ�D�OLIHOLQH�E\ �EUHHGLQJ�FDWV�IRU�UHOHDVH�LQWR�WKH�Z LOG��6FRWODQG�LV�KRP H�WR�� � � �RI�WKH�8 . ÎV�UHG
VTXLUUHOV��EXW�WKLV�LFRQLF�VSHFLHV�LV�XQGHU�WKUHDW�IURP �WKH�LQYDVLYH��QRQ�QDWLYH�JUH\ �VTXLUUHO�

7KH� 6FRWODQG� / RYHV� 1 DWXUH� FDP SDLJQ� LV� FDOOLQJ� RQ� WKH� 6FRWWLVK� * RYHUQP HQW� WR� VHW� OHJDOO\ � ELQGLQJ
WDUJHWV�IRU�QDWXUH�UHFRYHU\ ��DV�Z HOO�DV�SXWWLQJ�P RUH�IXQGLQJ�LQ�SODFH�WR�UHVWRUH�QDWXUH�DQG�KHOSLQJ
FRP P XQLWLHV�WR�SURWHFW�DQG�UHVWRUH�WKHLU�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQP HQW�

7KH� FDP SDLJQ� Z DV� ODXQFKHG� E\ � 6FRWWLVK� ( QYLURQP HQW� / ,1 . � WR� GHP DQG� XUJHQW� DFWLRQ� WR� UHVWRUH
6FRWODQGÎV�QDWXUH��,W�LV�EDFNHG�E\ �P RUH�WKDQ�� � �RUJDQLVDWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�6FRWWLVK�: LOGOLIH�7UXVW��WKH
5R\ DO�=RRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\ �RI�6FRWODQG��: : ) �6FRWODQG�DQG�563%�6FRWODQG�

7R�í QG�RXW�P RUH�DERXW�6FRWODQG�/ RYHV�1 DWXUH�DQG�WR�UHDG�P HVVDJHV�RI�VXSSRUW�IURP �FLWL] HQV�DFURVV
6FRWODQG��YLVLW��Z Z Z �VFRWODQGORYHVQDWXUH�VFRW�

,P DJH��‹��6FRWWLVK�( QYLURQP HQW�/ ,1 .

�6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���/�,�1�.���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���1�D�W�X�U�H���&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U

�E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�R�L�F�H���I�R�U���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�
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�6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���/�,�1�.���L�V���W�K�H���I�R�U�X�P���I�R�U���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�
�V���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U���������P�H�P�E�H�U���E�R�G�L�H�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D

�E�U�R�D�G���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�R�D�O���R�I

�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���D���P�R�U�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���V�R�F�L�H�W�\��

�: �D�Q�W���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���K�R�Z���\�R�X���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H�V�H���H�P�D�L�O�V�"

�<�R�X���F�D�Q �X�Q�V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���O�L�V�W��
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