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Nature Champions Relaunch: Comms Pack for LINK members
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[bookmark: _Toc227159578]Introduction
Scottish Environment LINK’s award-winning Nature Champions initiative will begin a new chapter in May 2026 as we welcome new Members of the Scottish Parliament!
As with previous iterations, the Nature Champions initiative will encourage MSPs from all political parties to champion Scotland’s threatened and iconic species and habitats. MSP Nature Champions will get to know their chosen species or habitats over the course of the Parliament, along with those organisations, individuals and communities working to protect them on the ground (or underwater!). 
While fun and light-hearted, the Nature Champions initiative highlights the urgent need to tackle climate change and restore Scotland’s natural environment for future generations. With 1 in 9 species at risk of national extinction, the need for informed, passionate, and supportive MSPs has never been more critical. By becoming Nature Champions, MSPs will help to ensure that nature has a voice in the seventh Scottish Parliament.
This Comms Plan will help to ensure that the initiative is on the best foot at the beginning of the new Scottish Parliament. A significant number of MSPs will be standing down at the end of this Parliament, and many will not retain their seats. It is therefore essential that we work together to ensure that the legacy and impact of the initiative continue into the 7th Parliament. 
This pack is accompanied by digital assets that you can use to help us build momentum at the beginning of the Parliament. We will use our comms channels to raise awareness of the initiative with the intention of helping to drive MSP recruitment.

[bookmark: _Toc227159579]What are Nature Champions? 
For thirteen years, the Nature Champions initiative (formerly Species Champions) has supported Members of the Scottish Parliament to champion Scotland’s threatened and iconic species and habitats – from the bumblebee to the mighty humpback whale. 
The initiative provides an engaging, hands-on way for MSPs to understand the threats facing Scotland’s natural environment and the importance of protecting our native species and habitats. It also highlights the need for the benefits of a thriving natural environment to be considered across policy and decision-making.
By becoming a Nature Champion, each MSP champions a species or habitat for the duration of that Parliamentary session. These species or habitats are usually present within an MSPs constituency or region, or they may simply have a particular interest in the conservation of that species or habitat. 
Nature Champions are supported by relevant Scottish Environment LINK member organisations to get to know their species or habitat and the key issues affecting them. Many Nature Champions become a voice for their chosen species or habitat in the Scottish Parliament - frequently highlighting them through Parliamentary questions, motions and debates. 
The success of this award-winning initiative has inspired similar programmes in the Welsh Senedd, the UK Parliament, Scottish local authorities and within communities across Scotland.

[bookmark: _Toc227159580]What is Scottish Environment LINK? 
Scottish Environment LINK is the forum for Scotland’s voluntary environment community, with over 50 member bodies representing a broad spectrum of environmental interests with the common goal of contributing to a more environmentally sustainable society. 
Scottish Environment LINK facilitates change: we build collaboration, support and enable partnership working to add value for the environment through leadership and engagement. As the voice for Scotland’s environment, the LINK network exists to support our members in making change happen on the ground for a healthier environment, healthier societies and a healthier planet.
We are a Scottish Charity (SC000296) and a Scottish Company Limited by guarantee (SC250899), core funded by Membership Subscriptions and by grants from NatureScot, Scottish Government and Charitable Trusts.
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	Activity
	From

	Final Nature Champions Newsletter for 2021-26 session
	w/c 23-Mar

	Final Nature Champions Blog for 2021-2026 session
	w/c 30-Mar

	Final thanking LINK comms for 2021-2026 session
	w/c 30-Mar

	Parliamentary Recess
	26-Mar

	Parliament Dissolves
	09-Apr

	Scottish Parliament Election
	07-May

	MSPs sworn in
	14-May

	LINK website updated with new Nature Champions species & habitats
	18-May

	First welcome email to all MSPs from LINK
	w/c 18-May

	Nature Champions Relaunch Blog
	w/c 18-May

	LINK to share first Nature Champions film on socials
	w/c 18-May

	LINK members to share Nature Champions assets - wave 1
	w/c 01-June

	LINK members to share Nature Champions assets - wave 2
	w/c/ 06-Sept
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As part of our engagement activities at the beginning of the new Parliament, we are planning to share a series of images and videos on our social media platforms to highlight the relaunch of the Nature Champions initiative. This will include posting on both Scottish Environment LINK’s main platforms (Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn) as well as the Nature Champions BlueSky and X accounts.
These images and videos will provide a basic introduction to Nature Champions and help to raise awareness of the initiative among members of the public. These assets will encourage members of the public to consider what they would champion if they were Nature Champions, using the hashtag #WhatWouldYouChampion, and posts will include a gentle call for members of the public to encourage their MSPs to become Nature Champions.
LINK will also share a blog welcoming the new cohort of MSPs in May, highlighting the history of the initiative as well as encouraging them to take part. We will link to this blog to help give further context to interested MSPs or members of the public.
From the beginning of the new Parliament, we will begin sharing regular Nature Champions content on our social platforms and we would be very grateful for your support with spreading the word. We have decided to raise awareness of the relaunch in two ‘waves’ – the first commencing in early June and the second in the second week of September. The intention of this is to coordinate our coverage to make the most impact.
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We would be grateful if you could help us spread the word about Nature Champions with your networks. Read on for suggested copy and some ideas on how you might like to engage with the relaunch further in your communications.

Information for Newsletters & Blogs
We would be grateful if you would consider including information about your participation in Nature Champions any newsletters or blogs. This could be a general spotlight of the initiative or even outlining you participation in the past, in any case, we would be very happy to support you with preparing any text and collating any relevant images.

X and BlueSky
X:
@NatureChampions
Bluesky:
@naturechampions
@scotlink

Hashtags:
#NatureChampions
#WhatWouldYouChampion
#VoiceForNature

Suggested posts:
1/ We’re proud to be a part of @NatureChampions and helping MSPs to get to know some of Scotland’s amazing species and habitats!
2/ We’re proud to be a part of @NatureChampions! Encourage your new MSPs to take part and be a #VoiceForNature
3/ Each Parliament, MSPs become champions for Scotland’s amazing species and habitats through @NatureChampions. #WhatWouldYouChampion?
4/ Encourage your MSPs to be a voice for nature in Parliament and become a Nature Champion! www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions
5/ If you would champion a Scottish species or habitat in Parliament, what would it be? Find out more: www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions

Facebook/Instagram
Facebook: @ScottishEnvironmentLINK
Instagram: @scottishenvironmentlink

1/ We’re proud to be a part of the @ScottishEnvironmentLINK Nature Champions initiative and helping MSPs to get to know some of Scotland’s amazing species and habitats! If you were a Nature Champion, what would you champion? Find out more: www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions
2/ Our amazing species and habitats need a voice in the Scottish Parliament – encourage your MSPs to be a voice for nature by becoming a Nature Champion! Find out more: www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions
3/ If you could champion one Scottish species or habitat in Parliament, what would it be? Since 2013, the Nature Champions initiative has been pairing MSPs with some of our iconic wildlife, helping give nature a voice in the Scottish Parliament. Encourage your MSPs to become a Nature Champion and let us know what you’d champion! Find out more: www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions

LinkedIn
1/ 
We’re proud to be a part of Scottish Environment LINK’s award-winning Nature Champions initiative.
For thirteen years, Nature Champions has supported Members of the Scottish Parliament to champion Scotland’s threatened and iconic species and habitats.
The initiative provides an engaging, hands-on way for MSPs to understand the threats facing Scotland’s natural environment and the importance of protecting our native species and habitats. It also highlights the need for the benefits of a thriving natural environment to be considered across policy and decision-making.
In this Parliament, we’re hosting [list species/habitats] as part of the initiative. 
[Perhaps say something about your work with them].
We’re excited to work with MSPs to raise awareness of these species and habitats in the Scottish Parliament over the coming years!
Find out more about the initiative and encourage your representatives to get involved!
https://www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions/

2/
If you were able to champion one Scottish species or habitat in Parliament, what would it be?
As MSPs settle into the new Scottish Parliament, they’ll have the opportunity to become Nature Champions for some of Scotland’s threatened and iconic species.
This award-winning initiative from Scottish Environment LINK partners MSPs with threatened and iconic species and habitats.
By becoming a Nature Champion, each MSP champions a species or habitat for the duration of that Parliamentary session. They’ll be supported by conservation organisations like us to get to know their species or habitat and the key issues affecting them on the ground (or under water!).
We’ll be hosting [list species and habitats] this Parliament and we’re excited to begin working with our new Nature Champions!
Find out more and encourage your local MSPs to get involved!
https://www.scotlink.org/link-campaigns/nature-champions/

Scottish Environment LINK Contact Details
Olivia Navarete Zur
Communications Officer 
olivia@scotlink.org

Andy Marks
Parliamentary Officer
andrew@scotlink.org
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