Recruiting a Nature Champion
Wednesday 14t September, 11am-12pm




Nature Champion Engagement Timeline

Nature Champions Coordinator and LINK member
decide to recruit a Nature Champion

Nature Champions Coordinator and LINK member
research relevant MSPs for the species/habitat

Nature Champions Coordinator will send an email
invitation to the MSP

MSP accepts/declines invitation

MSP is formally introduced to the LINK host
member via email and receives a species/habitat
Fact Sheet and Welcome Guide from the Nature
Champions Coordinator

Nature Champions will tweet the announcement
from the @NatureChampions account

LINK host member emails their Nature Champion
to welcome them and to arrange for an initial
meeting and/or engagement activity

Make an

MSP becomes a Nature Champion
and receives a species/habitat Fact
Sheet and Welcome Guide from the
Nature Champions Coordinator

Tweet about your new
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From ‘Nature Champions Guide for LINK Members’



Nature Champions Coordinator and LINK member research
relevant MSPs for the species/habitat

Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral
constituency or region?

2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal interests
of an MSP?

3. Does the required level of commitment of a species or habitat match
the expected level of commitment of an MSP? A
contentious/rare/threatened species or habitat will require a lot more
work than others!

4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history to be
able to sincerely champion this species?



1. Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral constituency or region?

1. Are there any sites that your organization is working in that you want to
raise awareness of?

2. Are there places that you can only find this species/habitat?

3. Are there any contentious sites where your species/habitat is in
danger?

4. Does the species/habitat have high community support in a particular
area?

5. Isthere a site that is indicative of many of the issues/threats that you
would like political support in addressing?

6. Isthere a ‘wrong’ candidate in the right place? Which is preferable?
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1. Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral constituency or region?
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2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal interests of an MSP?

1. Are they a Minister / Cabinet Secretary?

2. What s the party line? Is the species/habitat likely to be popular with
their constituents? Is it economically important?

3. What cross-party groups and/or committees do they sit on?

4. Have they publicly supported the species/habitat in the past?

5. What are they known to like?

6. Have they asked for a specific species / habitat?

< Tweet

Douglas Ross MP MSP &
et @Douglas4Moray
Lovely morning with the family at @Dolphinsighting Q

before heading to Aberdeen tomorrow for a big day on
the campaign trail.

Bottlenose Dolphin
Douglas Ross MP MSP
with Whale and Dolphin Conservation



2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal interests of an MSP?

Nature Champions: Rivers

Freshwater is vital to a huge amount of life on Earth, including human

life. Rivers in Scotland are home to a great diversity of species, including

plants, invertebrates, fish, birds and mammals. Rivers channels

themselves provide a diversity of habitats that provide homes for an
equally di rray of species that are perfectly adapted to survive in
the specific conditions by these unique habitat types. River
habitat itself cannot just be defined by the channel itself but also by the
surrounding embankment flood plains and riparian habitats which are
not only vital for different life stages of the species that inhabit our
rivers but as a buffer against pollution and the impacts of climate
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Chamber and committees

Motion ref. S5M-23583

Laura Goble, 2020 Nature of Scotland
Award Winner

Submitted by Colin Beattie, Midlothian North and Musselburgh, Scottish National Party.
Date lodged: Thursday, December 3, 2020

Supportad by: Tom Arthur, Jeremy Balfour. Bill Kidd. Monica Lennon, Richard Lyle, Fulton MacGregor.
Ruth Maguire, Gillian Martin, Stuart McMillan, Gil Paterson, Stewart Stevenson, David Tomance, Sandra
White

That the Parfiament congratulates Laura Goble, who is a Community Woodland Ranger from Newbattle
Abbey College, on winning the Youth and Education Award at the 2020 Nature of Scotland Awards; in
recognition of her efforts with the Forest College programme: notes that Newbattle Abbey College s the
national accreditation centre for the Forest and Outdoor Leaming Awards and that Laura has worked
extensively with schools in Midiothian, particularly with young people from disadvantaged backgrounds,
to support them in enjoying the outdoors and learning new skills; understands that these awards help
people of all ages improve their health and wellbeing and employment options; recognises that Laura
also works in the community by carrying out riverfly surveying and opening up training to others to leam
this skil; notes that she s also an active member of the Esk River Improvement Group, which is
committed to improving the condition of the river; celebrates the project’s success and the Forest
College team's hard work which has resulted in this award, and wishes Laura and everyone involved
with this work all the best

Chamber and committees

Motion ref S5M-18796

Keep Scotland Beautifl 's Upstream B

Campaign

Submitted by: John Mason, Glasgow Shettleston, Jotiish National Party.
- =

Supported by: Tom Arthur, Jenny Gilruth, Bill Kidd, [forden Lindhurst, Richard Lyle, F
Ruth Magire, Joan McAlpine, Mark McDonald, Stbrt McMillan, Stewart Stevenson,

That the Parliament recognises the Keep Scotland [Beautiful (KSB) campaign, Upstredf#es
urges people to take pride in the Clyde by taking afion to stop litter on land ending ufe=

tributaries: understands that 80% of marine litter befins on land, with 12.7 million mngp A M ‘
making its way inta the sea every year: recognises | environmental damage that ca® Y g5 Py S ) Lot o
plastic in rivers and seas, and supports KSB in its gampaign to reducs the ammmlnﬂ:(, 4 o ” TR R
that ends up in Scotland's waters. |
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3. Does the required level of commitment of a species or habitat match the expected level of
commitment of an MSP?
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Poisoning of White-Tailed Eagle reveals need for a

reform

About Mark Ruskell

Wed 29 Jul, 2020
. Contact details i i

The revelation that a White-Tailed eagle found dead in the " Keep up to date, join our Mark is a member of 2 committees
Cairngorms is found to have been poisoned shows the Scottish There needs to be mailing list . . i i
Government must go further to tackle wildlife crime around real action to Commitiage Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee
grouse moors, Scottish Green MSP Mark Ruskell has said. ) firstName Member

address this war
Police Scotland have confirmed the satellite tracked bird had against wildlife” Last Name Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee

been poisoned with pesticide as they investigate the crime. Mark Ruskell Member

Greens environment spokesperson Mark Ruskell is the spec

champion for the White-Tailed eagle, also known as the se: . Mark Ruskell MSP - Scottish Greens

<agle, of which there are only around 150 breeding pairs in
30 July 2020 - ©

© Whatis a committee?
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4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history to be able to sincerely champion this species?

1. Whatis the party line?

2. What did they do professionally before they became an MSP?

3. What types of written questions do they ask? Who are they listening
to? What types of motions are they lodging?

4. Are they likely to stand up on a contentious issue in their constituency?
Can they help in other ways?

5. Have they asked for a specific species / habitat?

6. What are they getting out of the relationship?



4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history to be able to

sincerely champion this species?

Chamber and committees - Get involved ~ About -

Bills and laws -

Displaying 316 questions Show Answers

Question ref. S6W-07799
Asked by: Hamilton, Rachael, Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire, Date lodged: 4 April 2022

To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on progress of the actions set out on page 8 of Beyond the
Glen, A strategy for the Scottish Venison Sector to 2030.

Current Status: Answered by Mairi Gougeon on 21 April 2022

Question ref. S6W-06738
Asked by: Hamilton, Rachael, Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire, Date lodged: 24 February 2022

To ask the Scottish Government what animal welfare assessment it has undertaken regarding any stalking of pregnant hinds
by Forestry and Land Scotland contractors.

Current Status: Answered by Mairi McAllan on 10 March 2022

Question ref. S6W-06737
Asked by Hamilton, Rachael, Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire, Date lodged: 24 February 2022

To ask the Scottish Government how much Forestry and Land Scotland has spent on deer stalking contractors for the
management of deer populations on its land in each of the last five years

Current Status: Answerad by Mairi McAllan on 8 March 2022

Question ref. S6W-06728
Asked by: Hamilton, Rachael, Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire, Date lodged: 24 February 2022

To ask the Scottish Government how much deer fencing has been installed by Forestry and Land Scotland on new
plantatiens in each of the last five years

Current Status: Answerad by Mairi McAllan on 8 March 2022

Question ref. S6W-06736
Asked by: Hamilten, Rachael, Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire, Date lodged: 24 February 2022

To ask the Scottish Government whether it has consulted local deer management groups on being part of Forestry and Land
Scotland’s deer management plans

Current Status: Answered by Mairi McAllan on 8 March 2022

Order by Dat

Action Needed

= Promote careful management. inchuding removal of non-native species
such 25 562 buckthorn.

— Raise awareness of the importance of this habitat.

~ Work with partners to ensure the Climate Ready Scotland: cimate
changs adaptation programme 20192024 b fully implemented, in

= Inappropriate developments.

— Dunes becoming mare densely covered by vegetation and scrubs.
— Habitat degradation, §.000 ha converted to conifer plantations.
— Climate change impacts (e.g 2 major concern i coastal esosion]

Chamber and committees

Mation ref. S5M-08620
Coul Links

Submitted by: John Finnie, Highlands and Islands, Scottish Green Party.
Date lodged: Friday, November 3, 2017

Supported by: Claudia Beamish, lain Gray, Ross Greer, Patrick Harvie, Alison Johnstone, Mark Ruskell,
Tavish Scott, Andy Wightman

That the Parliament notes that a major planning application for an 18-hole golf course and associated
infrastructure has been submitted to the Highland Council; further notes that the proposed golf course is
on and adjacent to Coul Links, which forms the southemn part of the Loch Flest Site of Special Scientific
Interest, part of the Domoch and Loch Fleet Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site;
acknowledges the concerns of conservation organisations across Scotland and locally regarding not
only the potential impact that this will have to this highly protected site but also doubts

concerning stated potential econemic benefits, and considers that, at a time when Brexit has caused
considerable anxiety regarding environmental protections, granting permission for this development
could send a dangerous message to developers that Scotland's highly protected sites are open to
development at the expense of the environmant
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About Donald Cameron

Com:

Cross-party groups

Parliamentary and Government
Roles

Party Roles

Register of interests

Donald's register of inferests

MSPs must provide details of their financial interests in the Register of Interests. They make an initial
statement on becoming or being returned as an MSP. This is then updated with any changes they
provide.

Here is the register for Donald Cameron. The date of their initial statement was 07 June 2021

Remuneration and related undertaking

| am a non-executive director of Edinburgh Worldwide Investment Trust a PLC (of Calton Square. 1
Greenside Row, Edinburgh EH1 3AN) listed on the London Stock Exchange, which is an investment
company within the meaning of section 33 of the Companies Act 2006. | aftend 5 board meetings per
year, lasting half a day each, and receive remuneration of between £25,001 and £30,000 per annum
Until 2 Nevember 2021, when | retired from the role. | was a non-executive director of Murray Income
Trust, a PLC (of 7th Floor, 40 Princes Sireet, Edinburgh EH2 2BY) listed on the Londen Stock Exchange,
which is an investment company within the meaning of section 833 of the Companies Act 2006. |
attended 5 board meetings per year, lasting half a day each. and received remuneration of between
£25,001 and £30,000 per annum. [Amended interest 8 November 2021]

Gifts

Mo registrable inferests

Overseas visits
Mo registrable inferests

Controlled transactions
Mo registrable inferests

Heritable property

| owm Achnacarry Estate, a landholding in the Highland local authority area which supporis a commercial,
forestry and agricultural business, with income from: residential property lets; agricultural and crofting lets
(including agricultural subsidy). holiday lets (including income from boating/ fishing/ caravans/ camping);
fish-fanming rental: energy (hydro-clectric/ biomass heating); telecoms sites; deerstalking/
shooting: and utility wayleaves. The approximate value of the estate is between £8 490,001 and
£8,500,000. In the tax year 2020-2021, the property yielded a gross annual income in the range £830,001
1o £840.000. This is a gross figure and does not take account of costs and losses to the business.

Interest in shares

Until 10 December 2021 | owned 9.45 per cent of Green Highland Renewables (Achnacarry) Limited, a
company which was created to invest in the and of three hydro-
electric schemes on Achnacamy Estate (see under Heritable Property above). These were ordinary
shares which had a market value of £700 000. [Amended inferest 13 December 2021, Ceased interest 13
December 2021)

Voluntary

| am a non-practising member of the Faculty of Advocates (Parliament House, Edinburgh, EH1 1RF)
meaning | am unable o accept instructions and will accordingly undertake no work as an Advocate during
my time as a MSP.

| am a frustee of Lochaber Rural Education Trust

@ Register of Interests



Nature Champions Coordinator and LINK member research

relevant MSPs for the species/habitat

Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral constituency or
region?

2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal interests of an
MSP?

3. Does the required level of commitment of a species or habitat match the
expected level of commitment of an MSP? A contentious/rare/threatened species
or habitat will require a lot more work than others!

4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history to be able to
sincerely champion this species?

5. What do your colleagues know about them? Have they been a species champion
before?

6. What are they like to work with?

7. Who is available?!



‘Less charismatic species’?

Habitats?

Contentious species/habitats?

Too little capacity?



1. Who is available:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LEcUFtxw71LK1rE1p52z1dz63Z4TnXnczVCYCGVwWAXBY/edit?usp=sharing

Resources:

https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps

- http://ballotbox.scot/scottish-parliament/maps

- https://incc.gov.uk/

- https://nbnatlas.org/

- https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions

- https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/written-questions-and-answers

- Google/blogs

- Your colleagues!
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