
Nature Champions Relaunch 
Information Session

Wednesday 29th April 2026, 2-3:30pm

Please note that this session is being recorded.



Agenda

1. Setting the scene

2. Advocacy in the 7th Parliament – Juliet Caldwell, LINK

3. Early engagement with MSPs

4. Nature Champions Relaunch Comms – Oli Navarrate Zur, LINK

5. Nature Champions Resources

6. MSP Recruitment 101

7. Gold standard Nature Champions 

- Erin Shott, Plantlife

- Rebecca Lewis, Buglife

8. Questions and discussion



“John Muir met me with a couple of packers and two 
mules to carry our tent, bedding, and food for a three 
days' trip. The first night was clear, and we lay down in 
the darkening aisles of the great Sequoia grove. The 
majestic trunks, beautiful in color and in symmetry, 
rose round us like the pillars of a mightier cathedral 
than ever was conceived even by the fervor of the 
Middle Ages.”

Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography (1913). 
Excerpted from Chapter IX. Outdoors and Indoors

President Roosevelt and John Muir. [1903]. Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace 
National Historic Site.
https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/digital-library/o283095. Theodore 
Roosevelt Digital Library. Dickinson State University.

Jackie Dunbar MSP, Nature Champion for the Sea Trout, on a walk 
along the River Don with colleagues from John Muir Trust and 
Scottish Wildlife Trust. [2023]. Photo: Scottish Wildlife Trust

https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/digital-library/o283095
https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/digital-library/o283095
https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/digital-library/o283095


What are the most important issues facing Scotland today:

1. The cost of living

2. Health, social care and the NHS

3. The economy

4. Immigration

5. Housing

6. Poverty

7. Independence

8. Crime

9. Education

10. Taxation

11. The environment and climate change

Source: Polling conducted by Savanta for BBC • Note: Fieldwork carried out 29 January to 6 February 2026. Based on the top (net) 
ranked issues out of 17 topics. Online survey of 2,136 people in Scotland aged 16 and above.

Setting the Scene

https://savanta.com/knowledge-centre/published-polls/
https://savanta.com/knowledge-centre/published-polls/
https://savanta.com/knowledge-centre/published-polls/


• SNP still the largest party but with reduced support compared to 2021.

• Reform UK is a significant force on the regional list vote.

• The Scottish Greens and Liberal Democrats are polling higher than in previous cycles.

• The Scottish Conservatives have seen a notable decline in support.

• Overall: no party is projected to win a majority, increasing the likelihood of negotiated policymaking.

Setting the Scene



• Significant changeover of Parliamentarians (42 stepping down)

• Key environmental advocates are stepping down or unlikely to be re-elected

• Incoming MSPs are not likely to be well-versed in policy issues affecting nature

• There are going to be MSPs who are concerned about nature but not concerned about the climate crisis

BUT

• Nature Champions has a positive reputation among existing MSPs

• Initiative has a legacy of cross-party engagement and bringing together MSPs from differing positions

• Strong position to engage, educate and influence

Setting the Scene



Advocacy in the 7th Parliament

Juliet Caldwell

Senior Advocacy Officer



May

• 18th May Nature Champions webpage live

• w/c 18th May - Email invitation to all MSPs

June

• w/c 1st June - Relaunch comms ‘wave’ 1

• 4th June - Stand Up for Nature demo outside Parliament

July – September

• Nature Champions member-led site visits

September

• Nature Champions Motion

• w/c 6th September - Relaunch Comms ‘wave’ 2

• 1st Nature Champions Newsletter of the 7th Parliament

October - December

• Party Conferences

• Time for Reflection contribution

• Climate & Nature Leadership Programme – LINK 
supported events

• Understanding the Nature Crisis

• Group site visit 1: Terrestrial & Freshwater

• Social drinks reception for staffers

2027 -

• Nature Champions Parliamentary Exhibition

• Climate & Nature Leadership Programme – LINK 
supported events

• Group site visit 2: Marine

Early engagement with MSPs



Relaunch Comms

Olivia Navarrete Zur

Communications Officer



• Nature Champions webpage

• Newsletter

• Bluesky

• Nature Champions Welcome Guide

• Nature Champions Guide for LINK members

• Nature Champions Training Resources

• Badges

• Records & Actions Tracker

Resources



1
Nature Champions Coordinator and LINK 
member(s) decide to recruit a Nature 
Champion

Nature Champions Coordinator and LINK 
member(s) research relevant MSPs for the 
species/habitat

Nature Champions Coordinator will send an 
email invitation to the MSP

MSP is formally introduced to the LINK host 
member via email and receives a 
species/habitat Factsheet and Welcome Guide 
from the Nature Champions Coordinator

MSP accepts/declines invitation

Nature Champions will share the 
announcement on social media

LINK host members contact their Nature 
Champion to welcome them and to arrange for 
an initial meeting and/or engagement activity

2

3

4

5

6

7

MSP Recruitment 101



Research relevant MSPs for the species/habitat

1. Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral 
constituency or region?

2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal 
interests of an MSP?

3. Does the required level of commitment of a species or habitat 
match the expected level of commitment of an MSP?

4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history 
to be able to sincerely champion this species? 



1. Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral constituency or region? 

 

 ild (blue) and translocated (purple)  
                                  

1

2

Provided by RBGE https://ballotbox.scot/scottish-parliament/maps

JNCC SAC Map sac.jncc.gov.uk
Google Maps

Search MSPs by postcode – www.parliament.scot

https://ballotbox.scot/scottish-parliament/maps
https://ballotbox.scot/scottish-parliament/maps
https://ballotbox.scot/scottish-parliament/maps


2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal interests of an MSP? 

Search for Votes & Motions - searching for ‘rivers’, 
‘river’, ‘stream’, Buglife’, ‘pollution’

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions


3. Does the required level of commitment of a species or habitat match the expected level of 
commitment of an MSP?



4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history to be able to 
sincerely champion this species? 

1 2 3



1. Can the species or habitat be found within the MSP's electoral 
constituency or region? 

2. Does the species or habitat fit in with the portfolio or personal interests 
of an MSP? 

3. Does the required level of commitment of a species or habitat match 
the expected level of commitment of an MSP?

4. Does the MSP have an appropriate voting/professional history to be 
able to sincerely champion this species? 

5. What do your colleagues know about them? Have they been a species 
champion before? 

6. What are they like to work with? 

7. Who is available?!

Research relevant MSPs for the species/habitat



‘Gold standard’ Nature Champions

Erin Shott

Advocacy Officer (Rainforests), Plantlife

Rebecca Lewis

Scotland and Northern Ireland Manager, Buglife





Questions and Discussion


	Slide 1: Nature Champions Relaunch Information Session
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Advocacy in the 7th Parliament
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Relaunch Comms
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: ‘Gold standard’ Nature Champions
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Questions and Discussion

