Meeting Notes- Wildlife Group Meeting 6 July (15.00-17.00) via Teams

Attendees – Juliet Caldwell (LINK), Bruce Wilson (SWT), Dan Paris (LINK), Andy Marks (LINK), Ailis Watt (RSPB Scotland), James Silvey (RSPB Scotland), Aimee Seager (Plantlife Scotland), Elliot Shirnia (Beaver Trust), Eric Baird (Scottish Countryside Rangers Association), Jeff Waddell (NTS), Annie Robinson (CIEEM), Kathy Wormald (Froglife), Nico Baxter (SWBG)

Chaired by – Bruce Wilson (SWT)

Apologies – Nonie Coulthard (SWBG), Nora Casey (RSPB Scotland), Rebecca Lewis (Buglife)

Summary of Actions 6 July Wildlife Group meeting

	Action No.
	Action
	To be actioned by
	Status

	1.
	Email SG officials for updated list of PAG members.
	Juliet
	

	2.
	Reissue invitation to INNS Group + circulate poll for next meeting.
	Juliet
	

	3.
	Contact Ben and Christian for a 30x30 update.
	Juliet
	

	4.
	Draft a thank you letter to Arina on behalf of the group.
	Juliet
	




1. General updates
0. Acceptance of Previous Minutes & Review of Actions

Previous minutes were accepted, and actions were reviewed.

0. Meetings Attended

An event was co-hosted by RGBE and RSE at the Centre for Sustainable Landscapes and Forests, bringing together forestry contacts and eNGOs. There were some political challenges, particularly around Scottish Forestry being uncomfortable with some aspects of the discussion. A report has now been produced from the event. Jeff can circulate this.

Paul attended the State of Nature Report steering group meeting. There are currently some funding challenges. A senior-level meeting between UK State of Nature partners and RSPB is planned. The 
target publication date for the next report is late 2028.

There is a lack of communication about how Nature Restoration Fund (NRF) budgets should be used. Guidance for Local Authorities is not currently strong enough. 

A meeting was held in Westminster about a UK-wide squirrel accord. There was a joint ask for funding at UK level.

1. Nature Champions

Nature Champions was relaunched on 18 May. Andy thanked members for supporting promotion through their communications channels.

· 65 MSPs have signed up
· Just under half are new MSPs
· Parliament is currently in recess

The summer period will be used for MSP site visits. Andy encouraged members to contact their MSPs to arrange visits. Progress is being made towards a group visit during the October recess. The Nature Champions newsletter will include 2-3 member articles and has a high readership among MSPs.

A Parliament reception for Nature Champions in the autumn is also being planned.

SWT are meeting Gillian Martin tomorrow. She appears to be approaching the biodiversity brief differently, focusing on how biodiversity supports wider priorities, for example Regional Land Use Partnerships and linking climate and nature more closely.

1. Natural Environment Act 

The LINK Bill Group met with Scot Gov officials working on the Natural Environment Act. There was discussion about the need to see the secondary legislation and biodiversity targets being consulted on much sooner than currently planned.

· Implementation of the Natural Environment Act has started, with phased commencement underway.
· Around 56 sections require secondary legislation before they can come into force.
· Biodiversity targets are still being developed, with work currently focused on agreeing measurable target values before Ministerial consideration.

The four-stage target-setting process has been underway since 2023:
1. Defining the policy framework
2. Agreeing the target topics listed in the Act
3. Identifying indicators for each topic
4. Setting measurable target values

Formal consultation on targets is unlikely before 2027. However, the Scottish Government has committed to earlier engagement with LINK and other stakeholders. LINK raised concerns that the current timetable could delay delivery of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy 2030 ambitions. Discussion highlighted the need to align targets with the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy + delivery plan, State of Nature reporting and the Scottish Biodiversity List.

Greater transparency was requested around the advice from the Programme Advisory Group (PAG) and the evidence being used to inform decisions.

Deborah is meeting Kersti Berge (Director of ENFOR) and Nick Halfhide from NatureScot in August and can raise concerns then.

AP: Juliet to email SG officials for updated list of PAG members.

Paul and colleagues checked in with their PAG contact. The feedback was that there was uncertainty about what was expected from the group. The view was that delays may be due to biodiversity targets not being a Ministerial priority with getting the science right’ being used as a reason for the delay.

Bruce will raise the PAG issue with Gillian Martin. Stuart MacQuarrie (NatureScot) will also attend this meeting.

James and Paul met with Scottish Government officials at the RSPB reserve (Brodie and Leia). They are aware of LINK concerns.

RSPB is organising a COP fringe event in Armenia in October on the development of nature targets. RSPB asked the Scottish Government, DEFRA and Welsh Government to co-host. The Scottish Government and Welsh Government have agreed.

LINK is meeting Gillian Martin in September and will raise this issue again.


1. Update on biodiversity process
0. INNS

LINK asked the Scottish Government to resolve the outstanding actions in the INNS plan within the next six months.

Discussion covered species control orders and uncertainty around how NatureScot intends to use these powers.

The INNS plan was considered quite general, with limited detail on practical actions.

LINK has an INNS subgroup and will reissue invitations for participation. All members are welcome. NTS expressed interest in joining the INNS group.

New Zealand has developed a national plan for controlling non-native conifers, working at scale with government, industry and other partners. There was discussion about pushing for a similar national approach in Scotland.

0. Scottish Biodiversity List 

The revised Scottish Biodiversity List identifies species most in need of action across different taxonomic groups in Scotland. The updated list has been published and is considered more practical and usable than the previous version. There was strong input from a range of NGOs. However, there is a need for clear actions linked to the species on the list. The revised SBL should not simply sit as a list, it needs to connect directly with biodiversity targets and action.

At a meeting with officials, LINK asked for an update on the SBL, but officials discussed a different issue instead. LINK’s role is to continue pushing for the SBL to become the recognised species priority list for Scotland.

NTS noted that some important species, including some associated with ancient trees, have been missed. The list will be reviewed every five years. Not all moth and butterfly species were included. While no list will ever be perfect, having a priority species list remains valuable.

A recent Scottish Forestry court case highlighted concerns around tree species that were missing from the list.


0. Landscape Scale Restoration Projects 

Claudia Rowse is leading this work. Brendan Turvey is maintaining the dataset and contacting members to identify new projects. The database of landscape-scale nature restoration projects is being expanded. This year it will include large single land holdings over 5,000 hectares and new collaborative projects involving multiple landowners.

Members are being asked to identify projects not already included. New projects should be sent to:
LandscapeScaleRestoration@nature.scot. Information requested:
· Project name
· Partners involved
· Short summary of project aims
· Map (preferably shapefile, or PDF that can be digitised)

Current projects being added include:

Land holdings
· Alladale
· Inverbroom
· Dougarie
· Reay Forest
· Mar Lodge
Other multi-owner projects
· Kyle of Sutherland Rivers Trust (Riverwoods)
· Dreel Burn and other FCCT projects
· West Lochalsh / Balmacara rainforest (NTS)
· Arran Rainforest (NTS)
· Kintyre rainforest
· Arisaig rainforest
· North West Mull rainforest
· Sunart rainforest

Following identification of nine landscape-scale nature restoration examples in March, a new Community of Practice (CoP) is being created. The purpose of the CoP is to:
1. Share learning between projects
2. Support scaling up restoration activity
3. Identify shared challenges and actions across the sector

The first meeting will help shape how the CoP operates, including meeting frequency and ways of sharing experience. Speakers from the Flow Country and Tweed catchment will share experiences of scaling restoration and attracting nature finance. The CoP is focused on landscape/catchment-scale projects actively restoring habitats. It is not specifically aimed at species conservation or INNS projects, although some projects may cover these areas.

There is uncertainty about the incentive for some projects to join. The main purpose of the exemplar projects may be to improve cooperation between government agencies working across landscapes.

Discussions with the Scottish Government climate adaptation team showed interest in how landscape-scale restoration can support climate adaptation. Large funding opportunities may be available.

Some projects overlap with existing work, for example river restoration and native pinewood restoration.


0. 30x30 

SWT needs to decide whether to put forward land as Nature30 sites. Challenges remain around enforcement. SWT has stopped managing two or three sites because enforcement action has not been possible. There is still little evidence of progress on enforcement.

The group discussed that if conservation organisations do not engage with 30x30, it raises questions about who the Scottish Government will work with to deliver the target.

There is still uncertainty about the role of National Nature Reserves (NNRs). Some NNRs without stronger legal protections may be included, which does not fully align with LINK’s previous policy position.

Some new NatureScot staff are now involved in the 30x30 team, including Carol Jones.

A public dashboard is being developed, but the link between monitoring information and management decisions remains unclear.

We are still expecting updated Nature30 guidance.

AP: Juliet to contact Ben and Christian for a 30x30 update.

DHE Update
NatureScot is currently testing new EcoMI monitoring programme management system modules with users. The modules aim to support a site-first monitoring approach by providing:
· Site monitoring and management history dashboard
· Site pressures evaluation dashboard
· Site-pressure and management sufficiency dashboard
· Site data and evidence dashboard

NatureScot is also exploring how the new site dashboards will work with existing feature condition assessment workflows. Feature condition assessments will continue under the new approach, but they will use site-level pressure information to improve assessments. Work underway includes:
· Reviewing the standard list of pressures
· Risk assessing features against pressures to create sensitivity scores
· Mapping feature attributes to pressures


1. AOB

Arina Rusell is leaving WWF Scotland. She has been an invaluable member of LINK and the Wildlife Group. AP: Juliet will draft a thank you letter to Arina on behalf of the group.

Red Squirrel ESS submission submitted – it passes their first test so they will be looking into it. 

Lochaber More has launched a consultation on beaver reintroduction.
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