
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Swinney MSP                    3 September 2026 
First Minister 
Scottish Government 
 
 
Dear First Minister, 
 
cc. Gillian Martin MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Rural Affairs 
 
We are writing to request an urgent meeting with you and the Chief Executives of some of 
Scottish Environment LINK’s member organisations following the publication of the Scottish 
Government’s Programme for Government. 
 
We welcome the Government’s commitment to tackling the climate emergency. The 
proposal to bring Scotland’s national environment public bodies into a single overarching 
body represents a significant change, with important implications for how Scotland 
responds to the climate and biodiversity crises. 
 
At this critical stage, it is essential that Scotland’s leading environmental organisations have 
the opportunity to engage directly with you on these priorities and the steps needed to 
ensure they deliver for Scotland’s climate and nature. 
 
We would appreciate an early opportunity to meet. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Deborah Long 
 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Environment LINK 
 


